
by Rev. Donald M. Clark 

"THIS IS JESUS” 

Text: "This is Jesus the King of the Jews.” 
Matt. 27:37. 

There He hangs—:on a cross! He was born 
in a manger. He was a friend of the poor, and 
a frequent guest of the rich. He healed and 
restored outcast lepers,* and the blind, the 
crippled, the frustrated and the resentful. 

But now He hangs there—a “criminal.” 
Some had been coached to say that He was 

a threat to the empire; others that He had dis- 
turbed the peace. 

At the moment, 
Jesus is suffering the 
worst p$in of body and 
soul th«*'a person car 

experience. And what 
is He thinking about? 
What words come from 
those parched lips? 
Listen! 

"Father, forgive 
them, for they know 
not what they do. .” 
He still believes in us, 
that at heart we are 
better than our deeds 
reveal. Ignoring ha- 
tred, He continues to 
love us. In fact, He is 
excusing us to God, 
whom He asks to for- 
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give us, as we do a child, or one not held to be 
competent for his acts. Through the years He 
has taught men to forgive others. Now He is 
dying, and offering forgiveness to the human 
race. ; 

The soldiers beneath the cross are trying 
to keep up their courage by mocking Jesus. 
Look closely, and you will see these words on 
a slab over His head: "This is Jesus the King 
of the Jews.” 

Back in town the priests are trying to get 
Pilate to change the wording on the sign. But 
Pilate, who was afraid to deny them a 'cruci- 
fixion, now has the courage to let the inscrip- 
tion remain. (Is the dying King already strength- 
ening the weak Governor?) 

Two thieves are hanging beside Him. 
Are they actually zealots, revolutionaries? If 
so, they are dying for their attempt to free their 
country from the Roman yoke. Jesus is dying 
to free all men from Satan’s yoke. 

» The priests might have let the thieves live, 
e but Rome wouldn’t. Rome would have let Jesus 

live, but the priest’s wouldn’t; so they crucified 
all three. 

The sky is black. The crowd is uneasy. One 
thief turns his head toward the central cross, 
saying, "Jesus, rfemember me.” — 

Raising his bowed head, Jesus says, "Today 
you will be with me.” No catechizing, no probing 
into his past, no probationary period. Jesus on 
the cross gives a penitent sinner immediate 
forgiveness and eternal salvation. 

After the sadistic crowd leaves, a sobbing 
woman’s voice pierces the hillside. Jesus sees 
her. It is His mother. She is leaning on John. 

* Her dying son says, "Woman, behold thy Son.” 
Turning His eyes toward John, He continues, 
"behold thy Mother.” 

There is a limit to human endurance. The 
physical torture, mental and spiritual anguish, 
have reached a peak. Now, Satan intrudes. 

"Well, Master, looks as though You lost 
after all. You wasted your life. Remember how 
I warned you? With a bit of compromising You 
could have been our national hero. Now look at 
you, dying on this pole like a criminal. Too 
bad.” 

Out of such agony of soul, Jesus cries out, 
"My God, my God—why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” 

‘Fever .and pain parch the tongue and the 
spirit. He says, '41 thirst.” Mercifully, the end 
is‘drawing near. As it does, the Living Water, 
which He shared with so many, does not fail 
Him. 

— 

On the screen of memory. His thirty-three 
years flash by. As a boy of twelve, had He not 

sought to do His Father's will? Eighteen years 
later, torn between the security of a thriving 
business and the uncertainty of life on the open 

CHURCH of GOD in CHRIST 

UPPER ROOM C. of G. in C. 
Bishop C. C. Cox, 385-1541 
1117 N. F St., Las Vegas 

POWERHOUSE C. of G. in C. 
Supt. J. W. Logan, 382-6187 
1216 Adams Ave., Las Vegas 

LIGHTHOUSE C. of G. in C. 
Eld. Willie Rawls, 384-5539 
E. Sahara Ave., Fourmyle 

MOST HIGH C. of G. in C. 
Eld. J. Washington 642-5675 
Henderson 

PRAYER HOUSE C. of G. in C. 
Eld. W. M. Shaw, 382-1743 
Blankenship St., Vegas Heights 

PROGRESSIVE C. of G. in C. 
Eld. Jos. Prudhomme, 642-5556 
1155 Lawry Ave., Vegas Heights 
ST. PAUL C. of G. in C. ^ 

Eld. Coruth Hall, 649-1523 
301 N. D St., Las Vegas 

(All Churches of God in Christ) 

Bible Band: Tuesday, 8 pm 
•Young People: Wednesday, 8 pm 
Consecration: Friday, 8 pm 
Sunday School: Sunday, 10 am 

Morning Service: Sunday, 12 noon 
YPW: Sunday, 8 pm 
(•Inspirational at Progressive) 

CATHOLIC 

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Msgr, William J. Devlin, 382-9953 
704 W. McWilliams Ave., Las Vegas 

Sunday Masses: 11 am and 5 pm 
Weekday Masses: 7:30 am; Saturday, 9 am 

Holy day Masses: 9:30 am and 7:30 pm 
Confessions: Saturday, 4-4:30 and 7:30-8 pm 
Adult Classes: Monday and Friday, 7:30 pm 
Child Classes: Monday, 4-5 p'm; Saturday, 

9-10:30 am 

Rosary: Daily, 7:30 pm except Sundays 
4 s' 

PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH of the LORD JESUS 
Eld. Hosea Coleman, 642-8741 
1260 Bartlett St., Vegas Heights [ 

road, had He not done what He believed to be 
God’s will? Throughout His ministry, had He 
not always referred men’s gratitude and praise 
to God, instead of accepting it for Himself? 
Could He possibly have done better with His 
life? He might have saved His neck by compro- 
mise, but would another thirty years have serv- 
ed God better than immortalizing His words 
and deeds by dying for them now? In life, He 
had lived for others, so that man might live 
again through Him. 

Triumphantly He exclaims, “It is finished!” 
It’s pitch dark now. Nature herself—the, 

universe—weeps, through torrent and earth-' 
quake, over man’s inhumanity to man. 

Even the soldiers have run for shelter. Only 
the three, on the crosses, remain on Golgotha. 

Jesus’ head rests peacefully on His breast. 
The pain is over. He is leaving the temporal 
and entering the eternal. With the faith and 
trust He taught others to have, He says! "Father, 
into thy hands I commend My spirit.” 

The cross, until now a disgrace, is trans- 
formed into a symbol of love, forgiveness and 
eternal life. 

There He hangs—our Savior and Lord! 
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Bethel Baptist, Clergymen 
Honor Rev. Wilson, Wife 

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH members re- 

cently honored their pastor, the Rev. I. W. 
Wilson, and Mrs. Wilson, on the sixth anniver- 
sary of their association with the local church. 
A week-long commemorative celebration was 
featured by a Sunday morning Youth Day serv- 
ice conducted by associate ministers, the Rev. 
Roy Wilson and the Rev. Jessie Wesley. 

In the evening, the Rev. J. L. Simmons and 
the Rev. Leo Johnson joined in the testimonial 
to their colleague and his wife. 

Music was rendered by the Bethel Baptist 
youth choirs under the direction of Sisters 
Maggie Love and Griffen, with Sister Elnora 
Glasco at the organ. A special number entitled, 
"Walk Op by His Faith,” was led by Diana 
Glasco. 

Quite a .number of gifts were presented to 
the Rev. Wilson and Mrs. Wilson, with Mrs. 
Lorrayne Hall making the presentations. The 
pastor and his wife thanked each member of 
the church and the guest clergymen for their 
kindnesses and cooperation in making the cele- 
bration a success, with a special tribute to 
Brother and Sister Montgomery for their un- 

tiring efforts as chairmen of the. arrangements 
committee. « 


