
by Rev. Donald M. Clark 

THE CHURCH WHICH IS HIS BODY 
i ! 

Text: “For the Church is His Body and in 
that Body Lives Fully the One Who Fills the 
Whole Wide Universe.” Eph. 1:22,23. 

SOME TIME AGO, I heard a man prominently 
associated with one of our leading Protestant 
Churches say, “I don’t think God really cares 
whether you belong to a Church or not.” That 
statement brought me up short. Such an idea is 
frequently expressed outside the Christian Com- 
munity. But when you hear it within the Church, 
it is time for us to examine the implications of 
such a statement and ask ourselves if we know 
the REAL .meaning of the Christian family that 
we call the Church. 

The New Testament most certainly fails to 
recognize SOLITARY Christians, unattached as 
it were to the Christian fellowship. While you 
and I possibly could 
pride ourselves on be- 
ing good INDIVIDUALS 
in tbegGhristian sense, 
we would know nothing 
of the Christian faith 
that binds- us to the 
Christ-body if it were 
not for the continuing 
fellowship ,, of- the 
Christian Ctfurch. 
Without the Church, we 

might very ^4sily di- 
rect our worship to- 
ward sejf-righteous- 
ness—God Himself. 

If alfeo may be said 
that too .many of us 

thinjf of the Church in 
terms of temporal or 

worldly imperma- 
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t neiite rauicr uian in terms ui spiritual immor- 

tality. The Church is far more than any mere 

building or human leader. Buildings may crum- 
ble and perish from the face of the earth. Man 
lives his appointed days and then his ashes are 
returned to dust. But the Church lives on for- 
ever in the continuing fellowship of God and man. 

Let each of us make sure that we are not 
worshipping a building, or a person, rather than 
Almighty God! 

WHEN WE TRULY become members of the 
fellowship of the Church, we are not joining a 

building, or a minister, or a center of social 
activity. The Christian Church “is His Body” 
and is not free to follow each and every intel- 
lectual and quasi-spiritual fad that comes upon 
the horizon. The Church is unalterably rooted 
in Christian tenets and principles prescribed 
by the Master of the “whole wide universe.” 

The Church is not an accommodating insti- 
tution. It is we who must accommodate ourselves 
to Christian convictions and Christian beliefs 
and the Christian yray of life as spelled out in 
the Scriptures if we are to regard ourselves as 
real Christians. And these requirements do not 

change from minister to minister, or from 
generation to generation. True ministers of the 
Gospel may describe the abiding truth about 
God in different language from generation to 

generation, depending upon different situations 
that must be met and lived with, but the Word 
of God, from God, remains constant and un- 

changeable. 
We are gathered together within the Church 

as sheep within the fold, in common Christian 
faith and devotion to the Christian’s Lord and 
Master, the Shepherd of the flock, Jesus Christ. 
Having made the Christian choice, having ac- 

cepted the great Christian convictions, and 
having found in Christ our Lord and Saviour, 
we are inevitably drawn together with those of 
like experience and understanding into the 
human-divine fellowship we call “thq Church.” 

PEOPLE OF THE CHURCH know that behind 
and within life on earth is the Heavenly Spirit 

’of God. We can see that God Himself has chosen 
to depend upon us, through our faith in His 
righteousness (and not through our own self- 
righteousness), for the fulfillment of His di- 
vine purpose. We can sense our own mortal 
inadequacies, that without His guidance and; 
undergirding we are not enough; but we also 
come to understand that His power and influence 
is working in us for our own good. In short, we 
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BAPTIST 

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. I. W. Wilson, 382-2632 
C & Washington Sts., Las Vegas 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. Mary Carroll 
712 W. Owens Ave.^Las Vegas 

EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. A. B. Carr, 382-5682 
1113 N. H St., Las Yogas 

GRACE EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. C. L. Alexander, 384-7413 
815 Bartlett St., Vegas Heights 
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GREATER FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. P. S. Walker, 384-1248 
Balzar St., Vegas Heights 
N^W JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. F. N. Addison 
D & Jefferson Sts., Las Vegas 
PILGRIM REST BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. E. C. Kline, 382-7263 
101 N. A St., Las Vegas 
PLEASANT GROV^ BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. J. L. Kemp, 642-5708 
1189 Hassell St., Vegas Heights 
SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. V. C. L. Coleman, 384-3131 
1209 N. E St., Las Vegas 
ST. JAMES BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. J. L. Simmons, 382-2748 
311 Madlsdh Avei, Las Vegas * 

ST. PETER BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. Leo A. Johnson, 642-2559 
C & Washington Sts., Las Vegas 
VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH 
Rev. A. J. Thompson, 642-4001 
1305 N. E St., Las Vegas # 

see the Christian way to be thfbasic nature and 
meaning of a good life. 

The New Testament speaks of the fellowship 
of people who are the Church, and the Church 
as being the Body of Christ. 

We "know that a living body iS“Composed of 
countless, individual cells. All of us may well 
regard ourselves as individual cells of the body 
that is the Church, which is in turn the Body of 
Christ. Through this human-divine link, we 
find the Spirit of Christ moving through us to 
recreate and perpetuate the living Church. 

It is at this point that many who call them- 
selves Christians, who claim membership in the 
Christian Church and thus associate themselves 
with the Body of Christ and his Holy Spirit, 
fail to fulfill the requirements of this human- 
divine relationship. Too many would remain 
isolated cells—"solitary Christians”—di- 
vorced from the continuing fellowship of the 
other countless cells that make up the living 
Church. This could eventually lead to the self- 
righteous conclusion that, "I don’t think God 
really cares whether you belong to a Church 
or not.” j _ 

Why should we be timid about admitting— 
indeed, exulting—that we attempt to live Chris- 
tian lives within the framework of the Church; 
that we belong to the Christian fellowship that 
is committed to the will of God? 

UNTIL THIS TIMIDITY, this self-conscious- 
ness, is rooted out, many will always wonder 
why the spiritual serenity of those who accept 
Christian fellowship is denied them despite 
their self-righteous protestations' To' being in- 
dividually good Christians. And until they in 
fact become members of the Christian family 

CHURCH of GOD in CHRIST 

UPPER ROOM C. of G. In C. 
Bishop C. C. Cox, 385-1541 
1117 N. F St,, Las Vegas 
POWERHOUSE C. of G. in Q. *' 
Supt. J. W. Logan, 382-6187 
1216 Adams Ave., Las Vegas 

LIGHTHOUSE C. of G. in C. 
Eld. Willie Rawls,,354-5539 
E. Sahara Ave., Fourmyle 

MOST HIGH C. of G. in C. 
Eld. J. Washington 642-5675 
Henderson «■ 

PRAYER HOUSE C. of G. in C. 
Eld. W. M. Shaw, 382-1743 
Blankenship St., Vegas Heights 

PROGRESSIVE C. of G. in C. 
Eld. Jos. Prudhomme, 642-5556 
1155 Lawry Ave., Vegas Heights 
ST. PAUL C. of G. in C. 
Eld. Coruth Hall, 649-1523 
301 N. D St., Las Vegas 

(All Churches of God in Christ) 

Bible Band: Tuesday, 8 pm 
•Young People: Wednesday, 8 pm 
Consecration: Friday, 8 pm 
Sunday School: Sunday, 10 am 

Morning Service: Sunday, 12 noon 
YPW: Sunday, 8 pm 
(•Inspirational at Progressive) 
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METHODIST 

ZION METHODIST CHURCH 
Rev. M. D. Bennett, 382-9900 
911 N. G St., Las Vegas 

CATHOLIC 

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC" CHURCH 
Msgr, WillianTJ. Devlin, 382-9953 
704 W. McWilliams Ave., Las Vegas 

Sunday Masses: 11 am and 5 pm 
Weekday passes: 7:30 am; Saturday, 9 am 

Holyday Masses: 9:30 am and 7:30 pm 
Confessions: Saturday, 4-4:30 and 7:30-8 pm 
Adult Classes: Monday and Friday, 7:30 pm 
Child Classes: Monday, 4-5 pin; Saturday, 

9-10:30 am 

Rosary: Daily, 7:30 pm except Sundays 

PENTECOSTAL 

CHURCH of the LORD JESUS 
Eld. Hosea Coleman, 642-8741 
1260 Bartlett St., Vegas Heights 
as a whole—the Church—you may be sure that 
their puny, individual impact upon a society 
that desperately needs to be brought under die 
influence of Christian fellowship is of no con- 

sequence. * 

The Church has been called, for good reason, 
the guardian and perpetuator of the "sacred” 
practices and experiences that lie beyond human 
stewardship. The most significant happening, in 
any community, in any week, is the Church’s 
conduct of public worship of God. It is this com- 
munion with the Heavenly Father that provides 
an opportunity to examine ourselves, our words 
and deeds, in the light of Christ’s teachings and 
God’s presence and purpose. It is here we find 
forgiveness, re-creation and reassurance of 
God’s grace. It is here, in the fellowship of the 
-Church, that we can cast aside meaningless 
fears and despair. 

(See PULPIT, page 15) 


