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School Dlstnct Studies De Factd Seg‘regatwn

PROBLEMS ARISING from de facto (mean-
ing actual, if not'necessarily intentional) segre-
gation in the Clark County School District will
be studied by a special committee of civiclead-
ers and educators now being formed by School
Superintendent Dr. Leland Newcomer.

Creatlon of the study group proposed by Dr.
Newcomer was authorized last week by the
school district’s Board of Trustees, acting on
a request by vice-chairmanDr,C.W, Woodbury.

‘““We feel it necessary to face this issue
squarely at this time before it becomes more
acute,”” Dr. Woodbury told the VOICE, ‘‘But we
would like to emphasize that it is a community-
created problem--largely due, perhaps, to the
local housing situation--and we feel that a so-
lution should be worked out on a community--
wide basis.”

Dr. Woodbury said that invitations to par-
ticipate in the project would be handled by Dr.

mer, but the board official ‘‘thought’
the committee would consist of about 25 mem-
bers, all subject to approval by the school
board. He said ‘‘the sooner the committee is
organized and gets down to work, the better, '
hopefully within two weeks.”’

““It is important that fair-minded persons .

be selected for this work,”” Dr. Woodbury said.
“All of ys recognize that de facto segregation
in the schools is undesirable, but it also shoulq\
be recognized that this condition is not of the
school board’s making. We are open to all rea-
sonable recommendations for correcting this
condition before it gets out of hand, but the
district is restricted by certain practical con-
siderations that cannot be overecome by imprac-
tical suggestions.

AFTER THE COMMITTEE submits its re-
port to the ‘school board, Dr. Wogdbufy said
““we undoubtedly will hold a publi ‘meeting to
discuss the matter thoroughly.”’

Dr. Woodbury said he agreed with the views
expressed recently by Dr. Newcomeér at a joint

/meeting of West Las Vegas PT/A groups, at
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which tme the school superintendent said, in
effect, that it was the school district’s po].lcy
to build schools ‘““where they are mostneeded.”
There has been considerable criticism of the
district’s decision to build new schools in pre-
dominantly Negro neighborhoods, theréby in-
creasing the possibility of de facto segregation.
“We are always pressed for money, it
seems,’”” Dr. Woodbury said, ‘‘and transporta-
tion costs could bankrupt us if we built new
schools where a majority of the potential stud-
ents would have to be hauled back and forth to
classes.” .
Dr. Woodbury went on to say that he also
had hopes, as expressed by Dr. Newcomer, that
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““open zoning’’ or registration would be pos—
sible in the not too distant future so that parents
so desiring could send their children to schools
outside their own zone at their own expense.
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Correction - .

Due to a printing error and through no fault of
the advertiser, lagt week’s DEL MONICO HOMES
advertisement listed monthly payments as $79
instead of,$89.50, the correct price.-
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