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DIFFERING GIFTS 

Text: "The Gifts We Possess Differ As 
They Are Allotted to Us by God’s Grace, and 
Must Be Exercised Accordingly." Rom. 12:6. 

THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY that any two 
people are exactly alike, not even so-called 
identical twins, we are 
beginning to acquire 
some knowledge of 
chromosomes and 
genes which by the 
laws of heredity carry 
our potential persons 
and personalities. 
They tell us that no 
two of us are the same 
In our basic makeup. 
If Identical twins seem 
to be an exception, 
these too will develop 
differences because ot 
their differing envi- 
ronments. Yet, it must 
be said that within the 
wide scope of our dif- 
ferences we have many 
likenesses which be- REV. D. M. CLARK 
long to our common humanity. 

It is an element of our likeness that God has 
given each of us some gift or talent. It is an 
element of our difference that these gifts differ. 
Concerning these differing gifts our text puts 
us in touch with certain truths. 

“The gifts we possess are allotted to us by 
God’s grace. 

Each one of us, sometime or other, becomes 
aware of something which is far beyond his 
ability or endowment to do. Even though "You 
never can tell till you try” one man knows that 
he cannot write a poem,, though the bridge he 
is building may be a veritable poem in steel. 
Another knows that he can write a poem, but he 
knows, too, that building a bridge is beyond his 
wildest dream. 

Our gifts are allotted to us. What might be 
called the raw abilities of a man are not self- 
acquired. They have been given to him and 
should never be the occasion for his pride. 
Rather they should be a reason for his humility 
and thanksgiving to God for this allotment of 
his grace. 

"The gifts we possess. must be exercised 
accordingly." A gift can be accepted or rejected. 
Nonacceptance is rejection. The talent which is 
not used is lost. 

No one wiflfover know the loss for the indi- 
vidual, the church, the nation, even for die 
world, that comes from an unused talent. Sup- 
pose that- Shakespeare had not used his talent, 
or Michelangelo, or Beethoven! What tremendous 
losses to persons and communitlea by.Jhe non- 
use or the misuse of even the more ordinary 
gifts of the hand and die heart and the mind. 

Our gifts must be exercised accordingly. 
Paul goes to pains to elaborate on this. He says, 
for example, "If our gift is preaching, let us 

preach to the limit of our vision; if it, is. teach- 
ing, let us give all that we have to our teaching”. 
Or as he writes to the Christians at Corinth, 
"Each man is given his gift by the Spirit that 
he may make the most of it.” 
v DIFFERING GIFTS EMPHASIZE the. fact of 
our human interdependence. Paul applies this 
idea to the Christian church. Both here in Ro-' 
mans and in his letter to Corinth he uses the 
figure of different organs in one body: A body 
is not a single organ, but many; there are many 
’different organs, but one body. * 

Our differing gifts with our sense of inter- 
dependence should breed in us thafi^ warmth of 
mutual affection of which Paul writes. Acknow- 
ledging God as the source of all our gifts, we 
can be thankful for God’s goodness to us. The 
careful ^comparison of my gift with your gift 
which Jp the spawning ground of envy is thrust 
aside, for the mutual rejoicing in one another's 
gifts and the warm Christian affection which 
results. 

By the appreciation of our gifts as allotted 
to us by the grace of God, by exercising them 
accordingly, and by the warm relationship of 
our Christian interdependence, a radiant spirit- 
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ual- glow suffuses our lives to the Giver with 
the' joy of him who having received five talents 
from his master Returned unto him ten. Note 
that he received his master’s commendation 
and reward. 

What then are your gifts? It was many years 
ago that I said a word of thanks to a woman who 
was washing dishes after a young people’s party 
at the church, and I remember her today with 
a peculiar warmth of feeling because of her 
reply1. “I have a gift for drudgery.” That being 
so she kept her spiritual glow by using her gift 
in the service of the Lord. 

God has given some few people great talents. 
Many of us have few and rather ordinary gifts. 
They are gifts in the use of our hands to help 
others, or in use of our feet to go on errands 
of love and mercy, or in the use of our lips to 

say the right word at the right time. Some have 
a gift in themselves. They send others away 
inspired and happier and better simply by being 
themselves. There are also the gifts of faith 
and prayer which are of great pse when conse- 
crated to God’s service; useful to God, useful 
to others. > 

When you use your gifts, remember that 
they are God-given. If you keep this in mind, 
it will be difficult not to use those gifts to fur- 
ther God’s glory. 
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