Bt m g e L b ,,...»f,r' Y ] IR

964

Thursday, December 17, 1

Haste Into a

The first dictionary meaning of appreciate -
is ““to set a just value on; to esteem to the full

worth of.”” It.means also to
beauty of a thing, as. T |
when Oné appreciates = ‘4 <

a sunset or a white
camellia, Again, it is
the opposite of depre-
. clate: A thing depre-
ciates ‘'when its value
decreases; it appre-
ciates when -the value
ificreases. Then, too,
to -appreciate is to be
grateful for some-
, thing, 3
Thus we mlfht ap-
1 ‘. preciate a loaf of =N
bread, a rose, apaint-, - REV.:
ing, a home, a parent, v
a friend, an education, one’s try,/ even God
himself. Today, let us ccmaldeﬁﬁappreciaﬂm
- of Christmas. If, to even a_
+ can more truly discover the value of Christmas,
:become more sensitive to its beauty, give Christ-
‘mas a larger worth and be kf irel
will be an hour well spent. The appreciation of
Christmas s our theme and e.

How shall we do this? Let us meet some of
the characters in the Christmas story-and ask
them in turn cenc the of Christ~

. mas, trying to discover what each one might
add to our appreciation. | :

We make a_ strange. g. We shall ask
an ancient patriarch who lived, in round num-
bers, two-thousand years before the event of
Christ’'s birth. Now four thousand years is a
long, long- time to look back. two thousand

-years is a long time to look .

It is Mary herself who bri Abraham into
the scene. Recall her song, the ‘‘Magnificat,”
which she sang in the house of Elizabeth. It
‘begins, ““My soul doth | the Lord.” It
continues,” ‘“He that is’ mighty hath done unto
me great things.’’ It ends, ‘“In remembrance
of His mercy; as He spake to our fathers, to
Abraham, and to his seed forever.’” -

Mary remembered Abraham.,Why? Because
two thousand years before God had promised
that in the seed of Abraham, in someone of his
ancestral line, all the families of the earth

.should be blessed. This thread of promise was
woven into the history, poetry, wisdom, litera-
ture and prophecy of Israel. In the Old Testa-
ment it is a promise made and a promise re-
membered. A babe leaps in the woman and she
cries out, “This is 'the fulfillment of the pro-
mise that God made to Abraham!”” This is a
miracle. There is nothing like it anywhere else
in history.

Abraham, what does Christmas mean? Hear
him answer, ““It means that God keeps his pro-
mises,"”’

* Mary, what is the meaning of Christmas?
Mary learned on that first Christmas day that
there is vicarious suffering in the world, There
is tuﬂeﬂ:ﬁt is endured for the sake of
another. In e days a woman gave birth to
a child in . Every day nowchildrenare born
without their mothers’ pain. Perhaps much is
gained by this; it may be e is 10st. For you
see, pain is not always %ve, a deterior-
ating experience; pain may be positive and up-
umﬁ. Pain can be used to purchase life, the
life of another. i

There is vicarious pain in the world. It'is
strénge that God should use pain in his plans,
But He does, Itis a * discovery”’
that pain can be creative. All the mystery and
wonder and glory and victory of the Cross are
implicit in Cgrmtmaa.- : -

Ask the shepherds, what is the meaning of

Christmas, We hear the answer, ‘““There is -

' glory and praise in thé world.”’
of all the things that the shepherds
saw ‘and heard there is not only the shepherds’

Joy and praise; there is continuation of their
- In and symbolism. In hearts
.i"ﬁd by Tove, |

e Days, and -
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degree, we .

, surely this '
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Y ¢ BAPTIST
GRACE EMMANUEL BAPTIST
‘Rev. €,L. Alexander, 384-7413

815 Bajziére, Vegas Hrs.

' ST. PETER BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. Leo A, Johnson, 642-2559

ls"Fﬂday' ‘noon p
lication date at the Rev.
N. ‘E’. St.," telephone
mitted- must be

CHURCH

' **C"* & Washington Sts., Las Vegas

'BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev.d. W. Wilson, 382-2632 :

400 Adams Ave., Las Vegas

CAE¥ARY BAPTIST CHURCH
i Rew; M. Carroll
712 W, Owens Ave,, l.as Vegas

. ST. JAMES BAPTIST CHURCH
» Rev, J. L. Simmons, 382-2748
311 Madison Ave., Las Vegas

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH :

Rev. V. C. L. Coleman, 384-3131
- 1209 N. *‘E”* St., Las Vegas

EVERGREEN BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev, A; B. Carr, 382-5682

1EI3N, ‘H" St., Las Vegag

NEW JERUSALEM BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. F. N. Addison '
““D’’-& Jefferson Sts., Las Vegas

‘GREATER FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. P. S, Walker, 384-1248
Balzar St., Vegas Hrs. -

PLEASANT GROVE BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev. J. L. Kemp, 642-5708
1189 Hasgell St., Vegas Hts.

PILGRIM REST BAPTIST CHURCH
. E. C. Kline, 382-7263
101 N. ““A”" St., Las Vegas

WCT(:RY BAPTIST CI-&;CH
Rev. A. J. Thompson, -4001
1305 N. “E’’ St.. Las Vegas

The Angels that sang at Bethlehem increase
our a ation of Christmas. Their song:
““Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men.” There is hope in the
world. There is hope for the world’s peace and
a prevalent goodwill. This, too, is the meaning
of Christmas. We must appreciate Christmas
by holding hope to our breast.

We have asked others, let us now ask the
Child. He grew to manhood and He told us just
why He came. “‘I came to seek and to save that
which was lost. I came that dle! may have life,
and may have it abundantly.” Simeon said,
‘“Mine eyes have seenthy salvation.’’ The mean-
ing of Christmas is salvation, that I may see
it, that I may feel it in the heart of me, that I
may know it in the soul of me.

For the deep appreciation of Christmas we
must make this all very personal. et

Abraham’s suggestion: There is divine pur-
pose in the world; we have a place in that-
purpose, : %

Mary’s suggestion: There is vicarious pain’

» in the world; we can bear and share that pain.
e The Shepherds’ suggestion: There is joy
and praise in the world; we must live and work
for its fulfillment. - ¥

The Child’'s suggestion: There is salvation
from sin and death, ““God so loved the world. . .”’
‘we must accept liim as Lord and Savior,

'but a true be
Christmas.
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If we do these things, we will make & feeble

ginning in the appreciation of .

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHUR!
‘Megr. W. J. Devlin, 382-9953
‘““H” & Morgan Sts., Las Vegas
Sunday Mass--11 a.im. and 5 p.m.
Week Day Mass--7:30 p.m. each eveaing
Confession--Saturday 4 and 7:30 p.m.
_ CHURCH of GOD in CHRIST
UPPER ROOM C. of G. in C.
Bishop C. C, Cox, 385-1541
1117 N. *“F"* St., Las Vegas
POWERHOUSE C. of G. in C.
Supt. J. W. Logan, 382-6187
1216 Adams Ave., Las Vegas
B o bib
Henderson -

: : .,
PROGRESSIVE C. of G.in C: -
Eld. Jos. Prudhomme, 642-5556
1155 Ln_wry Ave., Vegas Hts.

- LIGHTHOUSE C. of G. in C,

i Eld.: Willie Rawls,.  384-3539
E. Sahara Ave., Fourmyle

; PRAYER -HOUSE C. of G. in C.
. Eld. W, M. Shaw, 382-1743
iBlankenship St., Vegas Hts. -
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(All Churches of God in Christ)

Tuesday 8 pm - - = - = -
Wednesday 8 pm- - - - ~ - - *Young People:
Friday8pm - - - -'~ - - - - Consecration
Sunday 10 am - - - - -/~ - ~ =Sunday School
Sunday 12m - - - - - - - Morning Service.
Sunday 6:30pm - - - - = ~ = ~ = - - -YPW
Sunday®om - - - - - - - Evening Worship
*Proessive - - ~ - - - - - - Inspirational
s

ZION METHODIST CHURCH
Rey: M. D. Bennett, 382-9900
9I1 N..'*G" St., Las Vegas

: PENTECOSTAL

CHURCH of the LORD JESUS
Eld. Hosea Coleman, 642-8741
1260 Bartlett St., Vegas Hts.
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