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THE VOICES WE HEAR , 

Texts "A Voice of Noise from the City* a 

Voice from the" Temple, a Voice of the Lord.” 
Isa. 66:6. 

We are conditioned by creation to respond 
to tne voices we near. 
This is the way we are 
made. And die voices 
we hear run a wide 
gamut, from the aud- 
ible voice of author- 
ity spoken ^.by our 

" 

earthly father while we 
are still in our crib 
to the inaudible voice 
of our Eternal Father 
uttered'' incessantly as 
we make our pllgrim- 
age from the crib to 
the grave. Between 
these two extremes we REV. D. M. CLARK 
near an endless vari- 

ety of voices—the voice of animal drives within 
us, such as the call of hunger and the call of 

^ sex; die voice of the human herd, such as the 
call of friendship and the call of community 
life; the voice of the clan, such as the call of 
family loyalty and die call of national patriotism; 
the voice of custom, such as die call of tradidon 
and the call of the group habits which we call 
"Morality”; and the call of conscience, such 
as die call of the true "oughtness” woven into 
die fabric of the universe and the call of an 

"evil conscience”, which may make us miser- 
able when we should be comfortable and com- 
fortable when we should be miserable. 

So long as each voice is sufficiently distinct 
as to be recognizable, we are in no real pre- 
dicament. If we know for certain what voice we 

* are hearing, we know what response to make. 
If we can distinguish the voice of love from* the 
voice of lust, the voice of patriotism from the 
voice of paganism, the voice of die indulgence 
from ihe< voice of conscience, the voice of moral- 
ism 'from the voice of Christ, the voice of the 
populace from the voice of popularity—If we 

\ can distinguish and identify die voices we hear, 
then we know the appropriate response. 

Our predicament develops, however, when 
the voices we hear cease to be distinct and 
clearly recognizable. Then, Instead of respond- 
ing appropriately and sanely, we respond with 
varying degrees and types of neuroses and frus- 
trations. 4 

Our text calls our attention to three kinds 
of voices which are constantly seeking to direct 
and Influence us, and which may prove unusu- 

ally difficult to recognize and evaluate. 
Take die first: "A voice of noisefrom the 

city.” Here we haVe reference to one Of the 
most constant, the most demanding and the most 
confusing voices we hear. Constant, because 
the "city” calls us with die same constancy 
with which the atmosphere presses upon us. 

Demanding, because the city’s voice calls us to 
conform to its standards, to practice its habits, 
to serve its purposes. And confusing, because 
this call to conformity can sound like the call 
of conscience. 

We hear it said that the modern man is 
"lost,” however, we know we are not lost. We 
know that we are meant by our Creator to be 
a person, not a thing; to be a person, not an 
ant or bee conforming mechanically to the order 
of the hill or die hive; to be a person responsive 
to the voice ofthe Lord, not a social unit re- 

^ sponsive only tb the voice of the noise from the 
city. U we do not know this, then surely we 
sense that it is so and become uneasy when we 
realize that we are becoming like everyone 
else. 

: S6• here we are in our dilemma. We hear 
the voice of noise from the city, but we hear 
also the voice of die Lord calling silently from 
deep within. How are we to tell which voice is 
which? The voice of the city is louder than die 
voice of the Lord. It is at least as persistent. 
And it sounds as authoritative. Shall we take 
the easy way and say, "The voice of die city 
is the voice of die Lord?” If we do, then die 
city, which is to say our social group, becomes 
our God. Or shall we accept the fact that these 
voices are coming at m all the while and do 
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our best to distinguish the one from the other? 
The voice from the Temple. This is a voice 

which ought to help us, the second one which 
Isaiah mentions. It is the voice of “institution- 
alized religion,** die voice of the organized 
church. 

We find ourselves wishing that the voice 
from the temple were the voice of God. Then 
our confusion would be canceled. We would 
know, on the authority of die church, what the 
city is saying and what the Lord is saying. 

But wishing will not make it so. The voice 
from die temple can be as confusing and mis- 
leading as die voice from the city. Indeed, pre- 
cisely because it pretends to, be. nearer to the 
voice of God, die voice from the temple may 
be more misleading. 

Do not mistake what I am saying. By and 
large, the testimony of the Church through the 
generations has been a reliable guide to under- 
standing the voice of die Lord. And the only 
way it can hope to guide at all, is to speak out 
what it most genuinely believes to be the voice 
of the Lord. But time and again the voice from 
the temple has more completely echoed die 
voice of interest in the status quo than in die 
living voice of God. 

The voice of the Lord. Well, what is the 
demand of Christianity? 

We have heard it said that Christianity is 
nothing more and nothing less than a set of 
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Old-Fashsonad Revival 
At PentmcoMtal Church 

AN OLD-FASHION- 
ED pentecostal re- 
vival will be conduct- 
ed at the Pentecostal 
Holiness Church of the 
Lord Jesus, Bartlett 
and Lexington Sts. in 
Vegas Heights, by 
Evangelist C. Sweat of 
Menlo Park, Calif.^, 
starting Nov. 16. The 
public is invited. 

Elder Hosea Cole- 
man, pastor or Pen- 
tecostal Holiness 
Church, announces the 
following schedule of 
services-—- Sunday; 
Sunday School, lQa.ma 
Mid-day, 12 noon; 
PYPA, 6 p.m. Tues- 
day: Tarry, 7:30 p.m.; 
Wednesday: Mid-week,' 
7:30 pah. Second 
Thursday: Foot Wash 
Communion, 7:30 pan. 
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7:30 pjn. Daily: 
Prayer Meettng/3.2 
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