Bob Gibson’s great pitching performance in
the recent World Series as the St. Louis Cardi-
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WHEN BOB GIBSON was
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his July doldrums, the Cardinal
was at its lowest ebb. Bombed for six earmed
burn went on the disabled list. ' o : o -
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.. runs in each of four straight games, Hoot com-
pleted the disappointing picture of the pre-sea- .
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11 games back on August 23, Then they closed
11 games -on Al 23. Then they
within five games of the Phillies with a 13-3
spree.

Through September 15, they had a 17-5
stretch’ with six of the triumphs coming on
route- efforts by Gibson. From: July 25
thr September 15, they won 35 of qulu.

‘““He was always the key to our staff,”” said
pitching coach Howard Pollet after Hoot starved
the ‘Braves on four hits, 3-1, September 15, o
boost his record to 16-10. :

POLLET CONTINUED, “I said in the
that Gibson was capable of 20
games. He got off to a good start ( , but then
ran into that stretch of tough, low-score defeats,
then some tenderness in his arm. Not enough
tenderness to keep him from pitching, but enough
to keep him from throwing 100 per centt®

Gibson, who began the hot streak on August
24 with a 5-1 triumph over the Pirates, allowed
only six earned runs in the six-game skein. In
. that period, he yielded 33 hits, walked 15 and
fanned 50.

Boasting a 4-0 mark in the first month and
a 5-1 record going into June, Gibson began
losing those toughies, including several om
homers by such improbable four-bagger hitters
as Chuck Hiller, Mel Queen and Cookie Rojas.
When Hoot was really bad, he had a string of
seven incomplete games.

AND BEST OF ALL—

NO PAYMENT
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five innings. :
““I've felt lots stronger lately,”” Gibson said

after blanking the Cubs, 4-0, on two hits, Sep-
tember 11.

Keane, happy to see Gibson comcentrate on
*his bread-and-butfer pitch, a very livefastball, :
said, ‘‘He was knocking the bats outof the Cubs’ R ; z T S
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