Thursday, October 3 1964

by Re\ Dom]d M Clark

THE M]GHTY POWER OF FAITH

. Text: ““This is the Work of God, That You
Believe in Him Whom He Has Sent. *’ John 6:29.
- You will never understand the nature of
. Christianity nor its strong and timeless appeal
to people unless you:
realize thatitis some-
thing more. than a set.
of beliefs to accept or

-a.set of moral prin-

. ciples  to live by. It is
very much more, like
the elemental forge of :

.electric or hydraulic
or pneumatic power.:
It always conveys
energy, and therefore
it must consist largely
of energy itself. This
energy comes from the
basic energy that 'is
within the physical
universe itself--the energy which created and
sustains it. We call this God.

; When we believe, and especially when we
- pray, we tap the resources of this -and
elementary Power, and receive from him an
energi strength for our own lives.

Faith the Channel, Grace the Force. The
appearance is that this energy is there for the
asking. Often when someone appealed to Jesus.
for help, he/would say, ‘“‘Great is thy faith, be
it done unto you according to thy faith, be it
~done unto you according to thy faith,”’ or some
other such word of answering confidence.

When belief means living coritact with a
nving God, you know where the source of energy
lies. When this vast source of power has been
known again and hﬁ:m to channel his power.:
‘through Jesus Christ, naturally we look to
Christ as.the great outlet of the power of God.

This is what lies behind the prodigious cre-
ative energy of the saints.

Faith changes lives. I read about a man in
New York, the child of deafmute parents, whom
the underworld gang began using when he was
thirteen to slip over transoms and unlock doors
from within. For twenty-seven years that man
was a drunkard and a sneak-thief. A wonderful

~character named Harry Hadley, who was .in
charge of Calvary Mission, kept in touch with
him, He never would let him go. It is more
than thirty years since this man left jail and
went to the Mission where Hadley was,
_himself up.to Christ, and has been a 80
. God-fearing 'man more years . than he was a
drunkard and thief. Faith, your own and other
le’s, nges lives.

- aith gives direction. Faith gives people
guidance. Sometimes it seems as if life is just
one long series of decisions. None of us is wise
enough to make good ones all the time, yet a
bad one can change the course of life. God's
people do not live by their own wisdom alone.
Believing in God, we believe also that he has a

“plan which he will reveal to us step by step if
we seek it. ;

Abraham Lincoln said that he found ‘that
when the Almighty wanted him to do or not to
do a particular thing, he ““has a way of letting
me know it.”” Part of the whole adventure of
genuine religion is to try to see how often we
can find and do -his will, instead of our own.

Faith puts meaning into life. Does so-called
“civilization’” by itself give meanirig to life.
It protects us against life’s dangers, and pro-- .
vides for us the ameliotration of beauty and
knowledge and human society, but it does not
‘yet tell us whether the whole thing means any-
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thing, and if so, what. This is, par excellence,
the religious question.

If we were thrown upon this planet, like as-
sorted refuse by a tide, and there is no purpose
and meaning, only sn;zﬁle and fear and aim-
lessness, and at the nothingness again, it
is a bad show and one can only sulk in a futile
rebellion at fate, But if it took a God to make
this universe, maybe he had someﬂ:ing in mind
when he did it, and maybe our lives be-!oot-
notes to a great scheme, not all d which w
take in, but enough of it to m.'menllfe
has meaning And it is faith that says we came
from God, we are here to serve and glorify
God, and we go to him at the end. Thenlife
makes sense.

What enables a young
life in war? It is the knowl
doing has to be done, even
He has faith in his cause.

’ What keeps scientists in théir laboratories
for hours, months, years, seeking the cure for
some human disease? Curiosity, uczea. and may-
be some chance of fame; but m more likely,
1 think, the fact that there is a cure, and the
courage to go on seeking.

What keeps great and servants
ovfmanhndall eir lives at jobs really
have the reward of knowing they have
served? Such courage is, I believe, inseparable
tron:h faith, a faith that people are fundamentally
worth s
in the end so much satigfaction.

Because faith is one of -the greatest human
bless and’ because it is quite contagious,
we can be carriers of it—-all of us. :

man to risk his very
that what he is
it costs his life.
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