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by Rev. Donald M. Clark
WHEN LIFE ACHIEVES GREATNESS
Text: “Jesus Knowing that the Father had

Given All Things Into His Hands, and that He

Was Come from God, and Went to God."" John
13:3. : 5
Most of us, it would seem, accept thé as-
sumption that one of the possessions any .
man can have is prestige. Not that we could-
define it very ‘clearly, yet more than we know,
it is an end we seek. Because everyone needs

to’ feel that he is somebody, most of us work

and plan and s gle to achieve our measure
of prestige. It is one of the driving powers in
our way of life, i :

This is one of the points at which Jesus had
a disturbing way of ! '
turning things upside
down, or should we
say right side up?
There was, for ex~
ample, as John told
the story, a time, in-
timate and poignant,

disciples -an unforget-
able lesson. It hardly
could have come at
a- more critical. mo-

count, Jesus had come . ;
to that night when he REV.D. M. CLARK
athered his disciples - _ /
or the Last Supper together. He had sensed the
opposition of his enemies. He knew what was

wmln%eilowhem these last moments with
%e had'tnownmeaqdwv_edbest.'rheycame

t to follow in a sentence that starts out,
““knowing that he was come from God?"* Wouldn’t

'.-Zonexpectittosay,byalrord!narystandn;rds,
. "‘He expected all others to wait. upon him’’ or
:““He insisted upon the best place at the table?”’

Not sol Here is the essence of a tremendous
truth about Jesus Christ, and an t-into -
the Christian life itself. ‘““Knowing that he was -
come from God, he took a towel and girded him-
self.” In this simple act Christ gave us a time-
less jpicture, and it helps us to understand one

~ or two important insights into our faith.

- HOW LIFE BECOMES GREAT. First, this
is the way any life takes on real greatmess.
Like a theme in a symphony, this truth fims
through so much of what Jesus taught and did.
He had a new kind of aristocracy. Men had
had almost every standard for determ:l.n:l:g
their prestige. In the earliest, societies it w.
probably an aristocracy of strength. Then, of
course, there were aristocracies based upon
family. Many times in history we have had an
aristocracy of ‘wealth :and property. But look
at this amazing way Jesus approached the matter.
In washing their feet he was his dis-
ciples by 'acton what his words had essed.
He wanted them to know that the real aristo-
cracy of servants. ‘“He that is greatest among
you shall be the servant of all.”” A man comes
to his real greatness when instead of taking
from life, he gives. It is the ability to know
one’'s divine gift, yet take a towel and come to
the humblest needs of life with compassion and
concern. ; 9 : .

It was not that Jesus forgdt himself in doing
this. In fact, he fulfilled himself. It was the
very fact that he had come from God that led
him to take the towel and to teach the lesson.
born out of an awareness of
of the gift God had entrusted
80 deeply to penetrate our
3 mm'
tocracy is a basic invitadon at
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touches so many lives. It speaks to the busi-
nessman who has been given an ability for or-
ganizing a business and out a suc¢cess-
ful career. Having this, fe can insist upon his

to use it for his own ) and the

‘accumulation of wealth. Or he can look upon

it as a gift. Knowing that he has it and re-
specting the gift that is in him, he, too, can
take a towel and minister to life. It speaks to
the physician . . . Itspeaks tothe minister . ...

The question is, you see, whether from pos-
session you move to privilege or to responsi-
bility. How we wish our young people could
catch now for all the years of their lives the
understanding that the more you have the more

you owe, that the higher you go in your chosen_

field the more you need to keep in touch with
our common life. Unless your life has both
those dimensions, a recognition of the gift and
a humanility in the use of it, you have yet to
find fulfillment.

HOW GOD BECAME NEAR. This is the won-
der of Jesus Christ. The majesty of Christ is
in the way in which he could know that he came
from Geod, yet walk in the humblest situations
of life, not asking but giving, not demanding
but offering, not seeking but serving. It is no
wonder that they found it difficult to believe
that God had especially come to them in Christ.

‘Men had never understood God in quite these

terms. They had understood his/majesty. They
could not understand his humility. If he had
come in a way that had only majesty without
humility, they would have understood that. If
he had come insisting upon all of the outward
show of power and prestige, they would have
understood this, too. But to come as he did,
born humbly, living for years in common ways
and dying in seeming shame upon a cross--

.well, can you blame them for notunderstanding?
Over and over they were faced with this strange

truth that was mldmg_;before them: When

Jesus spoke of '
same them, they asked the inevitable question,

““Is ‘this not the carpenters son?’ or again .
: t d-Nw

““Can any good thing come

Here was a king that rode notin a but
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hiinselfa servant! Here was a Savior who took
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