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' now an open decision, .
. a declaration of the
intention of his soul.

“liberation: *“There

- before family
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by Rev. Donald M. Clark

THE MAN WHO PREACHED,;TO THE POOR

~ Text: ““The spirit of the Lord is upon me, -

" because he hath anointed me to preach the Gos-
pel to the poor.’” Luke 4:18. .- "

This incident at Nazareth came toward the 3

beginning of Jesus’
ministry. The se-
querice of events is
important: hisbap-
tism, his temptation
in-the wilderness, what
might be viewed as a
bit of & entation
(Luke 4:14, 15), and

He made the announ-
cement with calm de-

‘REV. D. M. CLARK

was delivered untohim
the book of the prophet
Esaias (Isaiah), And when he had opened the
book," he found the place where it was written’’
(Isa. 61:1,2). He made the announcement, too,
with a vivid consciousness of God: “The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me.”’

He made it after a vital e.xpenmce “He
hath aneinted me.”” He must have caught the
significance of the anointing as he ected
upon the custom of his people to analntprophets,
priests, and

kings.
Surely, if you desire to find the roots of -

Christ’s intention, you must go back to his si-

lent
“ﬁ found the place where it was written’.
He unrolled the parchment scroll to the exact

- place, Isa, 61:1., He had done this: before, He _

had meditated in depth. What an hour it was
whenheact:epted the nshiaownclear

prophet or poet may be
i in his heart. Such words were
those which Jesus found on 1he scroll and an-
nounced as the intention of his
If this is so, thewm'dﬂndlongbetore quick-
ened his ers of observation, of pathy
and empathy. He had begun to observe the r.
There may have been days in his own
when the family sat down to a very frugalmeal.
There were n mm&muvedln

poverty of thoughts, ideas, feelings,
t.He learnedthatmen who were rich in

bors, and announce, ““The Spirit of the is
mn me because he hath anointed me to preach

Goapel to the poor,’”’ He knew that ‘‘the eyes .

all them that were in the synagogue were
fumd on him. He went on, “This dny is this
scri fulfilled in your ears.”’

hour comes when a man must proclaim.
" himself, announce his work, claim his destiny,
“:m:‘nust preach the Go:apel to- the poor,’”’ he

How wonderful it is when youths of and
noble dreams come to their decisions duty
and under the call of God and in the
Church of childhood! How thrilling to have

the Church give them blessing instead of stand- -

lng aghast as did the synagogue at Nazareth,

Now hc became a man of action

days of dr hecame the days at

dolng. Tbe reflection in the mountains of
will now be ionawedbyacuonmthewwmand
villages of Galilee, Wherher mountaintop ex:
perience be that of s e against Satanor
-ecstasy in the presence of , it accomplishes
nothing unless there is action in the valley.
Dr%he followed by dolng.‘lntmﬁon
asks for ent, . _

His lctlon was immediate. ‘““He wenthis way,
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and came down Capernaum and taught them
on the sabbath ddys. And they were astonished
at his doctrine-fér his word was with power’s

(Luke 4:30-32),
" His the word implies, was good

news, It was deliviered to the poor, to the meek,

to those who wi not too proﬁdtoreceive it.

How often we interpret human need! How
understanding was Jesus! Study his conversa-
tions with indi to learn skillfully he
preached his to the , to the woman

of Samaria, to Nicodemus to Zacchaeus Their

. And that was his Gospel.
pr to the poor became his apo-
logy, his vindication, an argument for the authen-

ticity of hls ting. Read Matt.. 11;1-6. When
John the B mdouht, Jesus answered,
““Go and te t the poor have the Gaspel

preached lmto em.'” Look at ﬁnt fact and
don’t stumble.

When he wasf challenged as to his creden-
tials, he poin to relieved; and the
culmination of erything, the feature
of his work, he found in his * news for the

r.' The phrm he borrowed from Isajah,
ut he made ltllsm.'l‘heaplendidpr

in Isaiah for ° the broken hearted,
captives, blind appealed to- him,
Time has laid it$ hand hisvord and dulled
im freshness. * qlalel am‘.l s u;l’ }re unfo
longer words sheer happiness like Jes

‘good -news’, are technical terms, used in

handbooka and in controversy; while for Jesus
news {for the poor’ was a new phrase
3ht and ation.

This becamf the Master’s charge to hie
disciples (Matt.;28:19, Mark 16:15; Luke 24:45~
48). His followérs are to the Gospel to
the poor. They jare to sat the ““Come unto

which 18 his invitation, They are to an-
noumce that God is the Father of all, They are to

proclaim that loves men and cares for them,
They are to téll men about God’s Kingdom.
And this they echargedmdomeomepoor

of the utterm of the earth How great
the need for the proclamation of the good news!
Are we follawi,g out the intention of Christ's
soul?

aps, for things, but for a new .
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