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Remarks of Louis Martin, Deputy phairmm
of the Democratic National Committee, at the
twenty-fourth annual meeting of the Natlonal
Newspaper Puhliahers Association at §an Fran-
cisco. i
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WE ARE MEETING TODAY .at a moment in
the foes of human decency, partic-
ularly in the State of Mississippi, are making
desperate attempts to turn back the tide of his-
tory. They have been on the losing aide and the
closer they cofme to their final hour,\ﬂae more
terrible and insane their actions. z

" As this is written, three young Americans,

tvo of them white and one colored, are missing:.

salppi under circumstances sug-
est, ‘what all
eliberately murdered.

This horrible development is notal

because we know the higtory of race

. relations in Mississippi. We know the terrible

toll thnthubeentaken!nhummufabycrazed

to
You and 4 know that shocking incidents of
brutal inhumanity will not stop our forward
‘ majority of the
by acts of insane

THE AMERICAN NEGRO is no Idlger the sw
invisible man. The civil rights issue is no
er a back page item but a headline s
nation’s press. Today as we thena-
tional election it is generally predicted that the
civil rights issue may dominate the politlcal
campaigns
' . However much Democrags and Republicana
may- blast each other in the campaign oratory,
o e ehrt ghts i, whick vill B

ts whic
gzlignql shortly by President Johnson, was passed
in the Congress with bi-partisan support.

For decades we have been writing stories
and editorials denouncing the coalition in the
Congress between tory Republicans ax*l South-
ern Democrats. Last week this unholy alliance
‘was broken. The historic Senate c
and the passage of the bill by a 7
represents a new day in America.

The bill was passed one year after it was
sent to the Congress by the late President John
F. Kennedy and six months after President.!ohn—
son told the nation:

‘“We have talked long enough in thig country
about equal rights. We have talked 100 years or
more. It is time to write the next chapter, and
write it in the books of law.” :

A major share of the credit for this magni~
ficent developmént must be given to the Negro
newspapers. Yours has been truly a voice inthe
wilderness. Long before most of the civilrights
leaders of today were gm and in the long night
of national silence on this issue your newspapers
carried headline stories and edito

ture vote
to 27 vote

period when, to paraphrase James Bald-
win, nobody knew their names, The seeds sown
by you and those who preceded you are now be-

ginmﬂgtohlosaomandtheybearthefrultof'

- freedom.

. Despite all the arguments to the contrary, -
I believe that we'are living in the most promis~
ing moment in our history. I recognize that two
noisy and irrational groups are threatetﬂng to
upset our hopes for the future.

.-~ We have the whites on the radical right who
preach states rights butreally support the rights
of white supremacists. On the other hand we
have the misguided black nationalists. who preach
a specious doctrine that inspires racial hatred.

"\ The propagandists for these groups are
clever: and we dare not underestimate their ca-
pacity to make trouble. These two groups have
some things in common. They do not have any
faith in our democratic system and they do not

€ In the basic democradc ideal that every

man should be judged on merit instead of the

_color of his skin, . .

MY FEELING OF PROMISE is based prlmar—
ily on developments since 1960 in government
and in the private sector of our society.T do not

i

~ forward in the fie

of us fear, .that they Invebeen_
ether

week.
- after week crying out for action. You carried in’

: w‘:i'mpages the messages of the Negro leaders
|

wish to aound too partisan ‘but 1 am convinced
that the vital spirit and cour: 8 actions of
the late President Kennedy. and now President
Johnson. have inspired the whole nation to move
of race relatons.

"In 1961 President Kennedy began immedi-
ately to open the doors of the White House and
the federal establishment to qualified Negro
citizens, Andrew Haicher and Cecil Poole of
San Francisco Postmaster Leslie Shaw of
Los Angeles are/among a long list of decision-
maﬁers appointed by this Democratic Adminis-
tratdon, _

Hptmtﬂlpﬁt,Negroeahld er served as
heads’ of - mdmagmdes dtha Federal
Government, never geérved as Assistant

Seci'emrka of the Departments of State, Com-

erce and Agriculture, never served as United

Staws Attorneys, never sgrved on Federal Reg-
ulatory Commissions, never served as Judges
©f the US. Diatrict never served as
Postmdster of a major Am
held any position as powerful

sioner of the District of Columbia. Lnst'eek;
President. Johnson named the second Negro
Lawyer to a decision- post in the White
House, Clifford Alexander of New York.

Tl]:m Negro deciaig;makers mgovemmeg:
are stereotyped image
the Negro aJl over America. If Dr. Robert
Weaver and Carl Rowan can administer power=-
ful agencies of government with budgets in the
billions, why cannot similarly qualifiedNegroes
-hold important positions in private !ndustry?

geat corporations are |
t question. The examples setby gavezrn-

ment employment and the Presi@ent’s own pro- -
gram on plans for progress have induced many

captains oﬁnduatzymrecrﬁtﬂegroesmdgive
them executive posts.

The ceiling on the aspirations of the Negro
child lﬁaday l;:; been d:famnutalty lifted. The
young Negro and girl now are more assured
than ever before that they can rise as high as
their abilities and talents can take them. The
old sterotype .of a Negro shuffling along with a
mop in one hand and a bucket in the other is
being laid to rest forever. . .

DR. JEANNE NOBLE andoﬁ:erdla'dng:‘:hed
Negroes are now Wwor with Sa.rgem ver
in preparing a natl attack on “poverty.

A Negro, Leroy Johnson, sits in the Georgia

legislature and two Negroea are members of
the executive committee of the Democratic
Party of Georgia. Last month a Ni o. B.A.
Cephas, was elected to the Richmond,
city council in a city wide race. The signdﬁcant
fact in this race was that Cephas received the
second highest vote total among 21 candidates.

A Negro has.been nominated in' the Demo-
cratic primary for the North Carolina legisla-
ture, The number of Negroes elected to city
councils in the South is steadily increasing.
Negroes now hold elective offices in Macon
County, Alabama, where just two years ago the
Justice Department waged a bitter battle toper-
mit them to register. Incidentally, it is inter-
esting to note that the Department of Justice
has appointed Negra Deputy United States Mar-
shals in seven Southern cites since 1962, in-
cluding Birmingham, Alabama, and Jach;on,
Mississippi.

The new civil rights law and the recent de-
cision of the United States Supreme Court af-
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eglaladvedlstdcmarecermnmhave-
ptll'gumdtmpactonthe tical future of.the

Somhern Negro. Credit must be given %o
the courageous s of Southern Negroes to
win the right to registeér and vote freely. They
have defied every and some, like Medgar
Evers, have given their livesin this noble effort.

While. this valiant fight to register and vote,
lshdng.madehy&mhmp egroes fartoo many
in'our

Egg
8
:
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OUR POLITICAL EFFORTS we shall con~
‘the mobilization of the full
.of our people. I believe that our
get more citizens registered and
election day will streugthen the
democratic forces in our Country. The
electorate, the easier it is for a
dfanaﬁcsmworkﬂ:eirwlﬂand
dominate the people,

This brings me to a point which I cannot

stress 100" 8 y. While my general outlook
the hlmgm I rec that in the
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inally my observations of current develop-

ts have led me to certain conclusions which

1 pu ln the form of predictions. I predict the .
following: -

1) Despite the terrorism in Mississippi and

other parts of the South, I believe that Southern

2) The religious leadership of the nation will
become the strongest ally of N and with -
their help we will be able to abolish de facto
segregation in the North within a decade.

3) Despite all the talk of a white backlash,

‘no candidate for the Presidency of the United

States who chooses to exploit racial prejudice
in his campaign can win, :
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