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‘Now the Great
- Challenge Begins

(DR. KING, from page 1)
really ready to live up to their democratic or
religious creeds.”
' ““AMERICAN TRAGEDY”’
.. The Congress of -Ractal Equality called the
nomination a ‘‘tragedy for the Republican party

,and for the American nation.”

Roy Wilkins, executive director-of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Co=
lored People, said Negroes "ﬁenerally will.be

a negative approach toward anyone who runs with-

Goldwater,’’ Augustus B. Harrison, said.
.. REGISTRATION DRIVE
Henry L. Moon, New York NAACP spokes-
man, said that the organization planned to step
up its current voter-registration drives in 49

states with extra staff members, and that it .

might undertake other projects, incl cir-
culating Goldwater’s voting records on civil

rights, Social Security and social-welfafe le-

gislation.

disa ted at the nomination. . - :
“ISenator Goldwater himself is not regarded In New York, a Negro lawyer, Paul Zuber, N
] > as a racist in their minds,” he said, “‘but they filed a suit in Federal court to void Senator
THE CIVIL RIGHTS BILL of 1964 is now law, note with dismay that among his supporters are CO\d%ater's nomination on the ground that Ne-
signed by a man who had a great part in bringing - some of the most outspoken racists in America, 570 de:fs“ea were excluded from the national
about its passage. To President Johnson much “Their quarrel with the Senator lies intheir “*"Top 2Rt o
credit is due, yet this great act of recognition of OPition that the Federal Government must act 10 the San s e o
) ‘ al 2 - recogn: to protect the rights of citizens against ons outside the San Francisco Cow Palace dur-
our most valid national principle—equality of 0p- ment by the states, and the Senator’s belief that 1n§ _the conventlon, accused the Republican,
" portunity—undoubtedly owes its existence to a the Federal Government has no such role. m of ng its back on its past and its
‘double -irony: It was sent to Congress last year “No- amount of smooth language or clever 2 pons “ : :
by John F. Kerinedy in his “grief and outrgge” g‘mz“'m can bridge this basic difference,” ?e;f: o gi{tEe "w%uacc%ri%?:nﬁgNMarﬂ:
over events in Birmingham. Without the pressure : ?l.hg'p,emem of the New Jersey branch of Richs & spokesman, 3 ' :
of :ﬁlmmuld afbeter llllls assassination, themlgllil the EgACP said his organization would oppose - ” v 1
probably would not be where it is; indeed, it might any state or local candidate who did notdisavow : :
never have gotten out of the House Rules Com- Mr.‘%pldwam. : S DEFEAT BAR'NG
have seen, that had to be taken at the time it was - N

aken éver so reluctantly by chairman Howard J '
Smith'to assure successful timing in the Senate.

.The second irony, and perhaps the greater
one, is that the civil rights bill got started on its
way and won the very general approval of the
American people by the efforts of men who loathe °
and despise it most, the Southern die-hard segre-
gationists of the school of “Bull” Connor in Bir-
mingham. As if in a Greek drama, they have suc-
ceeded in turning the fire hoses on themselves. i

ENOUGH WORDS have been uttered about
this bill to warrant mercy in adding more, yet @
there is one further thought we would suggest: -}
The Civil Rights Act of 1964 can mean a lot, or i
disappointingly little, to the Negro race, depend- §
ing on how they use it. ,

True, the bill creates obligations on the white
_majority to extend to all minorities equality in
voting, in lodging, in hiring and in various other
acts of public concern, and it is up to the Govern-
ment of the white majority to enforce compliance
with these obligations.
. But the way in which rights are exercised has
‘a great deal to do with their effect: Many of the
rights secured by this bill call for Negroes to show
qualifications, to prove themselves. After the bar-
riers are thrown aside, they must still qualify to
vote, to get a job, to join a union. Even to enter
a public dining room, they must qualify by meet-
ing whatever standards of neatness and behavior™
the proprietor chooses to apply to all.

..~ MEETING THESE VARIOUS tests and effec-
tively exercising the rights secured under the bill
- will be a big challenge to many millions of Ne-
_groes, especially, of course, in:the South. They
' will need a great deal of help and support from
the organizations that have fought the congres-
sional battle in now acquiring and demonstrating
the individual qualifications and skills we refer to. §..
In many respects, the time has come for the Move-
ment to move off the streets and-into the quieter
areas where people can prepare to fulfill them-
selves. -
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