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E SUPREME COURT'S antiseg-
regation  decision of May 17,
1954, rang ‘a bell. The Nation assumed

was in fact

The ‘South
respond, or at
has been remarked
South| was dazed, like hit
the head, and that
months for the White
cils to come out

fighting. Thig is not
auite | accurate. The South also
hit in the heart.
There was much newspaper

to thie effect that “Well, this is
We Emew it would .

later, and now 's nothing
but accept it” And
little pleasure expressed
the prospect, I am
in the heart of many a
erner a feeling of release
to that felt when slavery was

tocracy and feudalism. We elect the
leader; but elected, he is, in' a sense,
God’s man, The South Carolina church-
woman who said that her basically
liberal group could not take a certain
public; stand | because “our Governor
has spoken otherwise” expressed

view. .

Haunted by Gettysburg

IN 1954, D'S MAN” in South’
Carolina, and to a considerable

degree - across the South, was Gov.

James Byrnes, beiter known affec-

tionately as “Jimmy.” Byrnes had been

a Supreme Court Justice, Secretary of .

State and, indeed, “Assistant Presi-
dent” under Roosevelf, and was at

that time desn of Southern political
leaders. Southgrn governors made pil-
grimages fo his shrine. *

Along with Byrd of Virginia and
several others, he probably could have
swung the South toward the future.
He decided, however, to oppose the

Supreme Court decision, adopted

again the Lost Cause and the White
Citizens' Councils gathered to his sup-
port. Your white Southernmer is still
haunted by the gallant image of
Geltysburg, where glory rides with
failure. !

The last decade has brought the?
South much failure but little glory in
action done or remembered. But it
has Hlustrated Toynbee's theory that
_to challenge 2 group on the make is
to increase its power.

_ - With the omission of the Border
States, the South generally decided
to oppose the Supreme Court decision.
The National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People there-
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out to get their Americdn rights; white
Southerners have kept those rights
from them and therefore they don't

erners also. Theoretically and actuaily,
however, I think it can be shown that
they are. '

Similarities Ignored

IRST, theoretically. If there is a -

South—and men tend to agree on
_this, though they generally fail to
define it—ail the people who live here
have been made by it and have in turn
‘made it. For various reasons, we have
played up the differences between
whites and Negroes. If we were honest,
we would begin to sée the similarities.
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especially in the demonstrations, both |
in the goals the Negroes have set-and |
in their methods. The goals? Rarely
abstract justice, freedom, equality, |
though the great’ word “freedom”
rings through all their songs. Rather,
acceptance into the community. {
It may be strange that any sense’ ° ; '
of community: remains, but it does, and i)
the Negro is requesting, is demand.
ing, that he become completely a part
of that community. ' Of course, he
doesn’t want it as it is, because it
has pushed him to the outskirts; he
it. :
He_ does want, however, to de- | ik}
stroy it. What we have here is the | £
old Southern sense of community, | . &
which has been remarkably strong in |
the white South. ;
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