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by Rev. Donald M. Clark

b ¥ A PATHER’S GIFT

: ‘“But the father said 16 his servants, bring
forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a
ring on his hand, and s on his feet.‘" (Luke

15:22-23) .

It is iove’s nature to give. We ha;re seen
love giving itself in rich affection. We njustnow
see love bestowing its gifts..

This sermon reveals that there on !;ne road
the Father commands :
his servants to :
forth for the returning
son a robe, a ring, and
shoes. He then bids
them prepare a royal
feast for the one who,
‘'was” lost but is now
found. :

Jesus described the .
joyous homecoming of
every wayward person
who comes back to God
from the life of sin.
It is one of the most
encouraging and win-
some facts we know
about God. Many a pro-

—
Rev. D. C. c;umx

digal has been turned homeward, ma:rely by

hearing of such a loving God whose giqb to the
penitent are so’ lavish and free,

There are e who ask if Christin‘n living
has its rewards. These closing sentences of the
parable answer such inquiries with a/ rlnglng

‘Yes’. Man does not serve God for naught.
There are blessings untold to the God-centered
life, and these are never so in evidence
the.occasion of Christian conversion, intais the

bestowal of guch gifts t.hax we dlscuss in this
sermon.

1. THE FIRST GIFT was THE BEST ROBE
THE FATHER ‘POSSESSED. This suggests that

there are no second bests, Every one of us, re-
gardless of who he might be, is enutle"ﬂ to and.
receives the best God has.

' In.that day, the robe was reserved hr spe-
clal feast occasions. The important guest wore’
the finest robe and sat at the place of honor.
The boy had seen his father’s guests so Honored.

He never dreamed that he: would occupy this
place. But now that the robe was draped
_about his shoulders, he knew that he being
taken back into family and home.

* We know ““honor’’, for which the be isa’
. symhol to be a grand word. It means “to give

attention to, to dignify’’. More often than hot such
honor is ‘given as a reward for outltanding

achievement. We watch a leader of men; dress-
ed in academic gown and hood, receive anhono-
rary degree. Here humanity honors iose who

bring dignity to the race,

Measured in such ways, many of our fellows
have achieved magnificence in this world, and
have been crowned with. horior, The Prodigal
did not fit such-a pattern. He had achiéved no-
thing for the race. He had brought itonly shame.

in this light that the elder brother judged.
He could not understand all the fanfare over one
who rightly should be condemned.

We see at this point the difference between
the elder brother and the father. The: ibrother
measured and judged the Prodigal by théworld’s
standards. The father saw him through the eyes
of grace and love. The brother condemned his
tattered rags and sinful past. The fathei' placed
a robe of ‘mercy d those garmenta, cover-
ing up his shame [and sense of loss.

We know this to be the way of God’s lbve with
the sinner. It bestows honor where hongr is not
due. It provides the crimson robe of forgiveness
to cover man’s dark and sinful life, - |

2. WE KNOW THE GIFT OF A RING TO BE
EQUALLY SIGNIFICANT. The ring meéans au-
thority. In Jesus’ day everyone, except the poor-

. est man, wore some sort of ring. If it were a

‘signet ring, it amounted to the same as the power

" of attorney. Its wearer could, by stanjping its
. seal on parchment or wax, carry on business

transactions. It was the ancient man’s ;etter of
credit, - e.ah

We can imagine what the ring meahnt to the
Prodigal. We if it were the:
earlier, the rights to . wluch he had
when he ldt e, We :

ted
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do hear the words of the father to the elder
brother and know that they were for the young-
er, too. ‘‘All that I have is thine’’, said he. This
meant that the younger son not only had a place
of honor in the home; he now had a share in his
father’s wealth alse. With the ring, he could
draw upon his father’s resources for all his
needs. :

It would astound 'any one of us if a wealthy
man gave us his power of attorney and allowed
ys to draw an unlimited amount of funds from
his vast reserves of wealth. We could not con-
tain our elation. It is such a gift that God offers
us. He ig rich beyond all measure. He says to
us, ““All that I have is thine'’. It is ours to

claim by faith. All we need is humility enough-

to receive it.

THE THIRD GIF"I WAS THAT OF SHOES.
Only servants were! without shoes. The young
lad had expecteditd become a hired servant,
but with the. ahoeé l!eknewhewassuuhisfa-

One of the most difficult truths for us to

grasp is the difference between being a servant

and a son in God’s service.

Many of us have a relatonship with God that
rises no higher than servant obedience. We
serve God out of fear alone, We find no lilt or
happiness in such a state. It is a happy day,
therefore when we come to sense in our own
hearts that we are .not servants but sons. It
means a change in our whole concept of reli-
gion, It also means a change from the drudgery
of obedience to the joy of service.

4. THE LAST ACTON THE FATHER’S PART
WAS PROCLAIMING A FEAST, It was custom-
ary to take a calf from its mother and fatten it
for some special occasion. Nothing was more
special than this. “‘Kill the fatted calf,’”’ the
father ordered!
~ Such a feast implies the joy of reunion be- -

_tween father and son. In a human family such

(See PULPIT, page 14)
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