
(From The Washington Post) 
FARMV1LLE, “Va.—A new world 

opened ppfor 10-year-old Jimmie last 
Septemb&T He Wfent to school for the 
first time. 

“To learn,” he will tell you if you ask 
him what he likes best about school. 

Jimmy, a- quiet little boy on the shy 
side, and the 1374 Other students In the 
Prince Edward Free Schools have 
learned much this year fn a remarkable 
educational program everyone hopes 
won’t ever have to be repeated. The 
Prince Edward Free School Association 
was organized as an educational re- 
newal program for Negro youngsters 
blighted by four school-less years. 
Miibuiy terthi Indicates most of 

the Hfiree-eeheolen have gained the 
equivalent of one and due-half yean In 
reading skills since last September. 
Some have made sp twe years of school- 
ing in reading and other snkfeets. 
Others — like 9-year-old Boanregard 
Leo, one of the prise pnpils—have 
gunon 6vm more. 

But the success story of the Free 
Schools also has a sobering side. The 
program has pointed up a tragedy of 
human waste: 1700 Negro boys and 

f girls never can recapture completely 
the years lost since Prince Edward 
County chose to close its public schools 
rather than desegregate classes under 
court carder. 

"No child denied an education for 
four yens is ever going to make it up. 

.Only so much can be done. The older 
the child, the greater the loss.” 

NEIL V. SULLIVAtfftiieFree Schools’ 
superintendent, made this assessment 
last week as he sat in bis office at the 
Robert R. Moton High School. Sullivan 
is a top-flight educator who came from 
a Long Island community to fashion the 
FTee School program In a whirlwind 
two weeks of organization. 

The initiative behind the Free Schools 
came from the late President Kennedy, 
Justice Department officials, the Na- 
tional Education Association and a few 
concerned Virginians. They decided 
to do something before the school Jess 
Prince Edward County Negroes became 
a lost generation. 

The Negroes had been without 
schools since 1959. The white citizens 
of Prince Edward set up a private 
school foundation to provide segregated 
classes for their children. About 1269 
are enrolled in the foundation's schools. 

.Sullivan, a tall, rangy man whose 
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dedication and enthusiasm are con- 
tagious, faced tremendous problems 
when he came to Prince Edward last 
fall. 

On short notice, he had to organize 
a school system for 1600 youngsters. 
They'ranged in age from 6 to 22 years. 
Some had had a smattering of educa- 
tion in the last four years; most had 
just stayed home. Age levels had to be 
thrown out the school window. 

“WE FOUND we had to clothe, feed 
and nurse the youngsters," he points 
out “Prince Edward is a poverty 
pocket Negro families earn less than 
$1800 a year. Children were falling 
asleep in class from anemia and mal- 
nutrition. We hired a full-time dentist 
to putt literally hundreds of rotten 
teeth." 

The school staff found many of the 
youngsters had not had vaccinations. 
and inoculations. When winter came, 
absenteeism went up because boys and 
gizis didn't have enough clothes to ven- 
ture out in the cold. The Free Schools 
rounded up underwear, coats and boots 
from Northern parent-teacher associa- 
tions. * 

parents, the Negro, boys and (Ms hare 
had no books or aagasines to help fill 
the gap of sehodMess gears. 

“Children out of school two, three or 
four gears without books, libraries Or 
cultural opportunities quickly lose 
reading skill,” Sullivan points out “You 
must read to keep that skill. There 
mutt be an opportunity to use the read- 
ing skill” 

This, he notes, may have great im- 
plications for voter-qualification tests. 
Negroes who drop out Of school in 
their early teens are asked to take lit- 
eracy tests years later when they have 
‘lost most of their skill. 

SULLIVAN found Prince Edward 
County a “colossal wasteland” for the 
Negro community. The Free School pro- 
gram reached into the homes to help. 

The youngsters are given dictionaries 
am! a few books to take home. Evening 
movies and Sunday cultural programs 
bring music and drama to the parents 
as well as the children. At once-a-week 
night classes in homemaking, mothers 
can learn what their daughters have 
been taught in regular school classes. 

On Saturdays, the Free Schoolers are 
leaded in buses for field trips to cities 
wifi art galleries, mnsenms and his- 
toric places. They have gone to Mon- 
tioello, Williamsburg and Appomattox 
(“most didn't know the Civil War ended 

there,” Sullivan notes wryly). Groups 
have come to Washington to see a per- 
formance of “Hamlet” and to go to the 
Supreme Coart and to watch the Sen- 
ate civil rights debate. 

“This is a deadly environment here,” 
Sullivan says. “We have to give them 
a chance to see beyond it” 

The Free Schools operate on a 
lengthened school year,-school week 
and school day in an attempt to catch 
up on the lost yean of education. 

School will run through mid-August 
At 5 pan, it is not unusual to see teach- 
ers and students working together in 
classrooms at the Motion High School 
two hours after the- formal day la over. 
The teachen put in overtime to tntm- 
students. The school runs special buses 
for the pupils who want to stay late 
(their day often begins at 7:30 aon. or 
earlier, waiting for a school bus). 

“WI HAVE «n unusual faculty that 
works an animal day—and «i«» un- 
usual pupils,” says Sullivan. 

The success of the Free Schools has 
been a story of dedication and massive 
emergency efforts Dram many sources 
outside Prince Edward. Foundations, 
industries and private citizens contrib- 
uted $1 million. An outpouring of con- 
tributions have included free textbooks, 
television sets, equipment, out-of-town 
newspapers and art supplies. 

Sulllran recruited a faculty of IN: 
75 Negro and 25 white teoehers. Among 
them are several Peaee Corps returnees 
who brought their seal for good causes 
home from overseas. 

The Free Schools leased four 
boarded-up buildings and buses from 
the Prince Edward County school sys- 
tem. In addition to the M"t«n High 
School, with 950 students, there are 
three elementary schools in operatton. 

Twenty-three seniors wiH graduate 
this year and as many as nine may 
go on to college. 

From the outset, it was made clear 
that the Free Schools would welcome 
any child in -Prince Edward Countv. 
Only eight white students—one the son 

of a college professor and four others 
from one family—have enrolled. 

THE FREE SCHOOL Association ex- 
periment has attracted Nation-wide at- 
tention. Sullivan put such techniques 
as nongraded classes and team teach- 
ing to work with remarkable success. 
Educators and reporters have come to 
observe. 

But like a prophet in bis own land, 

Sullivan’s Free Schools have been large- 
ly ignored by the white community of 
Prince Edward. * 

“We have been largely ostracised 
here,” Sullivan says. "We are not asked 
to speak at the Rotary, Lions, Chamber 
of Commerce and other dabs.” 

The integrated faculty members have 
had to make their own social life. 
Farmville, the county seat, is a tight 
community. Although segregation is 
practiced there with Southern gracious- 
ness, it is still dearcut 

Negro and white faculty members 
cannot eat together in restaurants or 
go to the movie theater together. Sul- 
livan has tried to reach out to the en- 
tire community, but his efforts have 
been largely rebuffed. The open invi- 
tations to Free School movies and cul- 
tural programs have been ignored by 
the white community. 

Under the email-town pleasantries, 
of Farmville, the segregationist stand 
may have hardened over the year*.The 
white community has accepted the Free 
Schools and leased school buildings to* 
the Association “only because it took, 
the heat off them for providing no 
schools for Negroes,” one observer 
points out > 

.What happens when the free schools 
close in August? 
'Before its summer recess, the Su- 

preme Court is expected to hand down 
its decision on the legality of the. clos- 
ing of-Prince Edward public schools. 
Also involved is the issue of state tui- 
tion grants, which a lower court ruled 
illegal in Prince Edward as long as the 
public schools remained closed. 

The year in Prince Edward has 
clanged Sullivan.’* outlook, test as he 
has changed the world of the Negro 
pupils. He will go to Berkeley, Calif., 
to head a school system that he chose 
because it is multiracial. 

“The great challenge for education 
now is race relations,” he anys. “We 
educators have moved into quiet areas 
like curriculum and techniques with 
new ideas.” 

“Now we have a section of bur house 
on fire. We have to get in where the 
work has to be done.” 
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