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Allied Forces Get Ready 
For Drive to Poe Valley 
Smash Gothic 
Line and Dash 
For Bologna .. 

By REYNOLDS PACKARD 

ROME, Sept 23 (UP)—Allied 
forces in Italy today bunched 
their strength for an all-out drive 
to Bologna and the rich, indus- 
trial valley of the Po river after 

smashing through heavily forti- 
fied key positions of the vaunted 
German Gothic line and main- 

taining a steady advance in all 
sectors of the sprawling front. 

Eighth army troops pushed 
through the Adriatic seaport of 
Rimini and began fanning out 
at the southeastern edge of the 
valley, while Fifth army soldiers 
north of Florence battered their 
way through mountain passes to 
the deep gorges of the Futa pass, 
where German forces, heavily 
reinforced, dug in for what will 
be the most decisive battle of the 
Gothic line campaign. 

Fighting for Pass 
Fifth army units today were 

more than three miles northeast 
of the road junction of Firen- 
zuola. North and northeast of 
Santa Lucia, first strong posi- 
tion in the Futa defenses, infan- 
try forces fought today for high 
ground east of the pass itself. 
Yesterday they captured Monte 
Citerna and Monte Tronale, both 
about five miles northwest of 
Santa cia and both well with- 
in t1 e German defense line. 
Brit md Brazilian troops con- 

tini their advances in the 
san ector against resistance 
rang,..g from heavy to light. In- 
dications in this sector pointed to 
a general disorganization of Ger- 
man troops, and effectiveness of 
allied air attacks on supply 
routes and communications was 

demonstrated by a critical short- 
age of food and other supplies. 
One German prisoner said he 
had not eaten for three days and 
along the advance route Fifth 
army troops uncovered large 
quantities of abandoned supplies. 

Prepare for Attacks 
Now within 23 airline miles 

of Bologna, Fifth army units 
prepared for attacks from the 
south, east and west on the Futa 
bastion while other elements, to 
the west on the Ligurian coast 
north and northeast of Viareggio 
continued a steady advance to- 
wards Genoa and other coastal 
cities. 

On the Eighth army front a 

bridgehead was established 
across the Marecchio river road, 
pointing northward towards 
Bologne island and along the 
coast towards Ravenna. British 
troops captured the towns of 
Casalecchio and Verucchio, be- 
tween eight and 10 miles south- 
west of Rimini and also took 
hundreds of prisoners 
-o- 

Japrat Ships 
Down Under 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, 
Southwest Pacific, Sunday, Sept. 
24 (UP)—A navy Catalina bomb- 
er off southern Mindanao in the 
Philippines sank two Japanese 
merchant vessels of 2,000 and 500 
tons in attacks Wednesday night, 
General Douglas MacArthur an- 
nounced today. 

Other long-range navy bombers 
struck at shipping oft' Borneo the 
same night, hitting at enemy sea 

routes which are being pulled 
farther westward with the steady 
extension of allied air control. A 
1,000 ton freighter was destroyed 
in the raid. 

MacArthur's communique said 
that allied ground and naval 
forces have killed an additional 
835 Japanese in mopping up back 
areas in New Guinea, with 201 
prisoners taken. In addition, 101 
friendly nationals were freed. 

Huge Bombing Forces 
Pound Enemy Targets 
California Seeks 
To Halt Wasteful 
State Practices 

I 
i SACRAMENTO, Sept. 23 (UP) 

| Holland Vandegrift, legislative 
1 auditor, tonight was instructed by 
j a joint interim budget committee 
I to draft legislation designed to 
eliminate “certain wasteful prac- 
tices” in state government. 

The proposed bills are to cover 

sick leave, overtime and vaca- 

tion privileges for state employ- 
ees, audit control of money paid 
from the state treasury as sub- 
ventions to the counties and other 
matters. « 

Vandegrift predicted the 1945- 
47 budget, which the interim 
committee is preparing to con- 

sider, will exceed by “at least” 
$100,000,000 the $560,000,000 bud- 
get for 1943-45. 

i The committee announced its 
opposition to a 860 at 60 pension 
measure on the November 7 bal- 
lot after the legislative auditor 
said that “if it passes you won’t 
need a budget. It would bank- 
rupt the state.” 

Opposition to an initiative 
| which would increase state sup- 
port of school districts by increas- 

; ing “A. D. A.” payments from 
; $60 to $80 per year also was 

i voted. If it became law, the 

| amendment would give school ex- 

penditures precedence over all 

| others, including debt service, 
Vandegrift told the committee. 

“The legislature has never 
failed to provide generously for 
the schools,” he said. 

The legislative auditor added 
that a “school equalization fund” 
of approximately $1,000,000 to as- 

sist districts which because of 
low assessed property valuations 
cannot finance needs even when 
levying the maximum tax rate. 

-o——— 

Most Critical 
Labor Dearth 

PORTLAND. Ore., Sept. 23 
(UP) — Oregon Manpower Direc- 
tor L. C. Stoll today declared the 
Portland-Vancouver area to be 
the most critical labor-short war 

productive center on the Pacific 
coast. 

He warned that everyone must 
stay on the job and more than 
15,000 more workers must be 
added to the already high pay- 
rolls if current production sched- 
ules are to be maintained. 

Thousands of New Yorkers 
have come into the area in the 
past few weeks to meet stepped- 
up delivery dates on war'con- 
tracts. 

Because of the emergency, Stoll 
broke precedent and released de- 
tailed needs of various plants and 
contractors. 
-o- 

Sheep Fetches 
Highest Price 

BAKERSFIELD. Calif., Sept. 
23 (UP)—The highest price paid 
for sheep at auction in the United 
States was paid today for a 90- 
pound grand champion south- 
down sheep belonging to David 
Boehm, a Bakersfield future 
farmer student, at the victory 
food livestock show auction. 

The price was $11.75 per 
pound and Boehm received 
$1,057 for the sale. This was 

$450 more than was paid at last 
year’s auction. 

Charles Adams of Alhambra 
was auctioneer. 

Bv DOUGALD WERNER 
LONDON, Sept. 23 (UP)— 

Huge forces of bombers and 
fighters steamed across the chan- 
nel toward the continent this af- 
ternoon, possibly going to the 
aid of allied forces in Holland, 
as an estimated 500 Italian-based 
heavy bombers hammered indus- 
trial targets in the Sudetenland. 

Other squadrons of U. S. 15th 
air force heavies lashed at rail- 
roads in southern Australia and 
bridges in northeastern Italy, 
while three formations of Mit- 
chell bombers blasted the Ger- 
man-held 5,000 ton Italian crui- 
ser Taranto at the La Spezia 
naval base. The warship, which 
the nazis had so placed as to 
block the harbor entrance in the 
event La Spezia fell to the allies, 
was set afire, it was reported 
from Rome. 

German anti-aircraft batteries 
threw up a terrific barrage, but 
bomb-strike photos showed ex- 

plosives fell across the Taranto’s 
bow and stern, and amidships. 
There was no immediate an- 

nouncement of the specific tar- 
gets hit by the Lightning and 

I Mustang-escarted bombers in the 
Sudetenland and Austria. 

Despite yesterday’s bad weath- 
er, the ninth U. S. airforce flew 
750 sorties during which it 
dropped 200 tons of bombs onj 
rail communications, motor: 
transports, and power stations in: 
the vicinities of Coblenz and j 
Saarbrucken. Six planes were 

lost, but the pilots of two were 

safe, it was announced officially. 
American and French P-47 

Thunderbolts of Brig. Gen. Gor- 
don P. Savilles’ 12th tactical air 
command, struck at German 
locomotives and vehicles along 
the Rhine in good weather Fri- 
day after being grounded for al- 
most a week by bad weather. 

Lt. Col. James G. Ellis, of 
Dallas, Texas, who completed 
his 50th bombing mission in the 
Mediterranean theater with yes- 
terday’s raid on Munich, after 
chalking up 52 missions w'ith his 
old outfit in the south Pacific, 
said he generally found air op- 
erations were tougher against 
the Germans than against the 
Japs, a United Press Rome dis- 
patch said 

“It’s hard to compare fighters 
and flak in the south Pacific w'ith 
those here due to the difference 
in targets, but I would say there 
generally was more flak over j 
targets in this theater,” he ex- 

plained “Enemy fighter planes 
here are not as aggressive as in 
the south Pacific, but they are 
harder to knock down.” 

Former State 
Official Dies 

SACRAMENTO., Sept. 23 (UP) 
Alden Anderson, 77, lieutenant 
governor of California from 1903 
to 1907, died at his Sacramento 
home today. 

Anderson, at his death chair- 
man of the Capital National Bank 
and director of insurance, oil, ho- 
tel and mining companies and the 
state chamber of commerce, serv- 

ed three terms in the legislature 
from 1897 to 1903 and was speak- 
er of the assembly in 1899 and 
1901. He was state banking su- 

perintendent during 1909 and 
1910, and in 1910 was a nominee 
for governor. 

He was born at Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, October 11. 1867, 
but was brought to California 
when he was three montlrs old. 

He leaves his widow, Agnes, 
and a daughter by a previous 
marriage. Mrs. Kenneth Potts of 
Auburn, California. His first wife 
died in 1929. 

Anderson was a member of 
Islam Shrine temple, San Fran- 
cisco, and other Masonic bodies, 
the Elks and numerous clubs. 

Sweden Bars 
German Ships 

STOCKHOLM, Sept. 23 (UP)— 
All foreign shipping will be for- 
bidden access to Swedish terri- 
torial waters in the Gulf of Both- 
nia effective next Wednesday, 
the government announced in a 
move which denies the Germans 
use of the vital iron-ore route via 
the Swedish port of Lulea. 

The ban on entry of foreiv” 
shipping covered Swedish ter 
torial waters from the Fin1 
frontier at the Tornio river 
the Falsterboro canal which emp- 
ties into the Baltic southwest of 
Malmoe, the entire Gulf of Both- 
nia coast. 

The measure was officially re- 
ported taken to prevent clashes 
between Russian and German na- 
val forces in Swedish waters, but 
actually it cuts off the direct 
route of Swedish iron-ore exports 
and the bulk of paper, wood and 
steel products to Germany. 

The port of Lulea, connecting 
with an overland railroad to the 
iron center of Narvik on the Nv 

jwegian Atlantic coast, lies near 
the head of the Gulf of Bothnia 

j and thus is forbidden to German 
1 as well as toher foreign shipping. 

-- n— ■. 
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Expects China 
Goods Demand 

SALEM, Ore., Sept. 23 (UP)— 
One of the greatest opportunities | 
ever afforded Oregon industries1 
will be the demands of China for 
goods after the war is over, a 

report released today by Gov- 
ernor Earl Snell’s postwar read-} 
justment commission, indicated 
today. 

Quoting “Chinese sources,” the 
report said that 2,000,000,000 feet | 
of lumber will be needed for, 
shelters in China, with 100,000' 
tons of hardware, and an unes- 
timable amount of cement. 

China will need 1,200,000 tons 
of white wheat flour immediately 
after the war. The report said it 
cost more to transport wheat 
from one end of the country to 
the other than it did from the 
Columbia river to Shanghai. 

Other needs of China the com- 
mission reported as opportunities 
for Oregon industries were: Pro- 
cessed vegetables and fruit, sul- 
phate and ammonium fertilizers, 
tons of milk, soup and meat pow- 
der, carpenter tools, vitamin tab- 
lets (820,000,000 of them) ar.d; 
tons of cod liver oil or equivalent, 
establishment of hospitals, wool- j 
en, linen and other types of mills, 
soap, hat and shoe factories, and 
hosts of other materials and! 
services. 

o- 

Double Money 
Given Schools 

SALEM, Ore., Sept. 23 (UP)—' 
A total of $11,420,182 was dis-| 
tributed to counties, cities, and 
school districts by the state dur- 
ing the year ended June 30,! 
1944, state treasurer Leslie M. j 
Scott reported today. This was1 
more than twice as much as the: 
$5,408,573 distributed during the 
preceding year. 

The setting aside and distribut- 
ing of the state school support 
fund to the school districts and 
the street tax fund and liquor: 
permit fees to the cities account-; 
ed for the large difference in the; 
two years, Scott said. 

———o- 

THOUSAND ACRES OF 
BRUSH BURNED OVER 

VENTURA. Cal., Sept. 23 (UP) 
An uncontrolled brush fire to- 
night had burned 1,000 acres in 
the Foster Park area nine miles 
north of here and temporarily 
threatened 50 homes at Casitas 
Springs. Residents of Casitas 
poured water on roofs of their 
houses and joined firefighters in 
beating back the flames. A shift 
in winds later turned the blaze 
away from the community. 

Four divisions of forestry fire- 
fighters and 50 navy seabees were 

attempting to bring the fire un- 
der control. 

I- 

I 

Early 1944 saw record fleets of Allied planes over Europe, as Russian troops droveinto Poland 
and Romania in pursuit of disorderly fleeing Nazis. Breaking the long Italian stalenate, A « 

troops took bitterly defended Cassino and rolled into Rome on June 4. Two dajs later the long- 
awaited Invasion came, as Allied troops landed In Normandy, consolidated beachheads and took 

Cherbourg. Desperately the Nazis hurled robot plane bombs against England, to ^ J * 

same grim defense which three years before defeated the air blitz of Britain. As apan s To,o teU 

[ -bnd Hitler escaped assassination July 29. American troops landed Oh Guam V v-.ake the first Jap- 
I held U. S. territory, five days later Allied tanks broke out on the plain- oi- France m ... striking 
I parallel to the Nazi tank blitz of 1940, and the gigantic Allied offensive began its march acro-» 

I Normandy and Brittany, headed for Paris and Berlin. 
_____ 

Allied Conquest Coes On 

Japs Slain by Thousands 
Puppets War 
Declared in 
Philippines 

By MAC R. JOHNSON 
U. S. PACIFIC FLEET HEAD- 

QUARTERS, Pearl Harbor, Sept, j 
23 (UP)—American marines have 
resumed their northward ad- 
vance on Peleliu in the Palau 
group, winning approximately 
three-foutths of the island and 
killing 7,020 Japanese in nine 
days of bloody fighting. Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz announced 
today. 

The advance was resumed after 
American planes and warships 
smashed a desperate Japanese at- 
tempt to reinforce the besieged 
garrison, sinking all seven of a 

group of enemy barges seeking 
to push men and supplies ashore 
on the coral island. 

The puppet Philippine govern- 
ment, echoing Tokyo’s fears of 
an imminent invasion 

_ 

as the 
Americans stood on island 
thresholds leading to the Phil- 
ippines, declared war on tjie 
United States and Britain. 

Manila Attacks Reported 
Tokyo continued 'to report that 

three or four powerful Amer- 
ican task forces still were ranging 
Philippine waters after having 
twice attacked the Manila area. 

(A Berlin broadcast recorded by 
CBS said ■ a third attack was 

made Friday.) 
Nimitz, who announced that 

205 planes were destroyed and 37 
Jap ships sunk or damaged in an 

assault Wednesday (Thursday 
Philippine time), again made no 

mention of any attacks on Ma- 
nila besides the first one. 

Nimitz announced that the Jap- 
that carrier based warplanes 
smashed the Japanese naval base 
island of Yap, 315 miles north- 
east of Peleliu, in a Thursday at- 
tack, hitting what it called “a 
few worthwhile targets.” No air- 
borne opposition was met and 
anti-aircraft fire was moderate. 
Other planes made widespread 
attacks on Japanese islands in 
the Marianas, Bonins, Carolines 
and Marshalls islands and on 

Marcus island, 1250 miles south- 
east of Japan. 

Japs Pushed North 
Nimitz announcedt hat the Jap- 

anese on Peleliu, 515 miles east 
of the Philippine island of Min- 
danao, were ‘slowly but steadily 
being pushed toward the north- 
ern end of the island” on Friday. 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Russ Capture Parnu 
Making Great Gains 

I 

Observations 
-BY- 

CHARLES P. SQUIRES 
I 

AN OLD FRIEND 
Just the other day I received 

a letter from an old friend, H. F. 

Barnewolt, 999 North Raymond 
avenue, Pasadena, whom a few 

of the earlier residents of Las 

Vegas still remember. He writes, 
in part: 

“Have been a subscriber for; 

your paper for years since your 
little city started. ... A party 
from Pasadena, including Mr.! 
Buck of Buck's subdivision, went 

from here on a constrtuction train 
and camped there before the lots 
were sold in 1905, and know quite 
a lot of the early settlers, includ- 
ing Mr. Squires.” 

It is pleasant to hear occasion- 

ally from the few old-timers who 
are still left. By the way, Mr. 
Barnewolt is still the owner of 

property here which he has held 
with faith in Las Vegas ever since 
the townsite was opened. I won- 

der if he realizes that Las Vegas 
is becoming an important inter- 
mountain city? 

THE COLORADO BOATMAN 
Our old friend Mur Emery, 

for more than a quarter of a cen- 

tury known as “The Boatman of 
the Colorado,” has enjoyed a life 
of ups and downs, prosperity and 
adversity, high adventure and the 

quietude of the wilderness, such 
as few men have experienced. 

I say he has “enjoyed” such a 

life because that is the nature of , 

the man—to take whatever comes 

(Continued on page 3) 

By ROBERT MUSEL 

LONDON, Sunday, Sept, 24 

(UP)—Russian troops, driving aj 
50 mile wedge across Estonia to j 
the sea, yesterday captured the 

Riga gulf port of Parnu, split! 
Adolf Hitler’s rapidly disintegrat- ! 
ing Baltic armies in two and | 
trapped a substantial nazi force; 
in northwestern Estonia. 

The speed and overwhelming; 
strength of the red army’s mighty ; 

I Baltic offensive presaged the col- ! 

lapse of the entire German posi- j 
tion in the Baltic states within a 

matter of days. 
Already Berlin was admitting 

I further withdrawals. The nazis, 
!were desperately evacuating 
! thousands of troops in every j 
available boat—ships that were 

being sunk by red air force and 

naval planes as they attempted 
;a minor Dunkerque—and a great 
pincer movement was developing 
on Riga, already under heavy ar- 

tillery fire. 
Enemy troops fleeing from Es- 

tonia into Latvia also were in im- 
minent danger of being split 
anewr by hard-driving soviet j 
forces plunging to the Gulf of 

Riga below' Parnu, and the Ger- 
man retreats took on all the ap- 

pearance of a disorganized rout. 
At the same time, Russian 

troops were storming the pre- 
w'ar border of Hungary amid re- 

ports of widespread unrest in 
Adolf Hitler’s last big Balkan 
satellite. 

As the racing red army rapidly 
was liberating almost all of Es- 
tonia, the soviet high command 
was making every effort to pre- 
vent a nazi evacuation. 

Long-range bombers blasted 
the port area and the rail station 
at Riga, from where a seaborne 
evacuation was already reported 
undeiway. 

German troop transports also 
were heavily blasted by naval 
aircraft before Russian and Es- 
tonian forces stormed into the 
port, and in the Finnish gulf and 
the Baltic sea, other soviet Baltic 
fleet planes sank 11 German 

.transports and damaged three 
[ others that had fled from Tallinn. 

Arnheim rocal 

Point Getting 
Hard Smashes 

ALLIED SUPREME HEAD- 

QUARTERS, London, Sunday, 
Sept. 24 (UP)—Patrols from th< 
heroic allied parachutist bam 
around Arnhem fought their wa; 
south across the upper branch o 

the Rhine Saturday and estab- 
lished contact with the British 
Second army as a new sky arm' 

of thousands of Anglo-America) 
troops swept down by glider t<• 

join the crucial battle. 
Simultaneously, the Severn' 

army drove three miles east fron 
Nijmegen on the main branch o. 

the Rhine and reached the Ger- 
man border at the frontier towt 
of Beek. 

Berlin called the struggle sr 

Ambem the decisive test of th 
war in the west and in an at- 

tempt to nip off the allied cor- 

ridor Adolf Hitler sent 200 tank, 
lunging against its base 25 mile 
to the south. They were hurle- 
back after temporarily cuttin 
the vital Eim^o"~A-Nijro*Ee~' 
highway ard.-^rnving a wedge ii 
the sfLeht. 

"Bare Rescue Contact 
Pattols pushing across the rive, 

from the airborne “island” estab 
lished the “barestsort” of cottar' 
with the British rescue fom* al- 
lied headquarters said, bu’ th' 
fact that they were able to ge 

j across sent hopes soaring that < ! full junction would soon be madi' 
Furious battles raged along th 

; 60 mile length of the allied salier 
across Holland, but despite wave 

of counterattacks by crack SS an 

Panzer units, the allies were abl 
to widen the corridor in aWeas 
two sectors. 

Westward of Eindhoven, gain 
of four to five miles were mad 
on a 12-mile front while in th 
Nijmegen sector along the mai 
branch of the Rhine Lieutenar 
General Sir Miles C. Dempsey’ 
Second army infantry pushei 
eastward three miles, capturin' 
Beek on the German border. 

Long Sky Train 
A sky train 170 miles long 

extending unbroken from Britis 
bases to Holland — carried ou 

the new operation, with score 

of DC-3 "Dakot a” transpo: 
planes towing hundreds of bi 
gliders bulging with troops an 

supplies. The reinforcemeni 
were landed successfully despit 
strong opposition from enem 

ground defenses and also fror 
the Luftwaffe, headquarters an- 

nounced. 
RAF and American fighte" 

planes in strength provided cove 

for the landings. 
The reinforcements apparentl 

were landed outside the pocki 
of airborne troops on the nort 
bank of the river, since a speci: 
bulletin announced specificall 
that they descended in suppo' 
of the Second army’s drive. 

Arnhem Focal Point 
Berlin said that reinforcement 

were landed between the tw 
branches of the river but wer 

not able to smash open the Ge 
man “bolt” position north < 

Nijmegen on the southern branc 
or break through to the resci 

of the parachutists around Ar> 
hem. 

Linking up with a smaller ai 

borne force on the south bank 
the river, the British found t) 
main bridge to Arnhem still i’ 
tact but it was not clean in la 
reports which side controlled tl 
crossing. 

The Arnhem area became tl 
flaming focal point of virtual 
the entire 250-mile front as shai 
but inconclusive battles we 

fought along the west wall i> 
side Germany and battered e 

emy Panzer forces withdrew 
the Moselle sector after losir 
317 tanks in 11 days. 

(The Dutch radio Orange r. 

ported that the Germans we 

blowing up the harbor works 
the great port of Amsterdai 
which has been outflanked in tl 
thrust through Holland. 

Stolberg Captured 
The capture of Stolberg, fi\ 

miles east of Aachen, was fo 
mally announced a 11 h o u g 
strongpoints in the main city a’ 

industrial suburbs remained 
be mopped up. With a populati 
of 17,000 Stolberg is the largt 
German city yet taken. 

Driving on four miles beyo 
(Continued on Page Two) 


