“Helldorado” Has Coloriul History —Starts 1n Las Vegas in 195
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Alward of Las Vegas w i1l elip the will have more than 100 mounted
. stretched across the gate- cowboys and cowgirls in the pa-
ribbon stretched actoss W= B2 | rade and that some of the out-
way of the log cabin foit ai W€ o qine rodeo performers will
entrance to the village, bombs he present,” it was reported in
will burst high in the air, bands the Review-Journal on April 14,
will play, and the days oi "49 will 1936, . .
return to the commuinily winch On April 17, Las }'i'-g:‘s joined

r thre .oks has been prepar- | With Western Air Express, now
for e 1 - - Westein Air Lines, in celebrating
mgl-l,r.'.t ‘l\-(.'-f:{ ‘Qeotty. interna- the tenth anniversary hop from
tion s]l ."“-.-l:c' 7 .:-rl"l‘l..'i'..-..u(".\'k Los Angeles to Sait Lake City,
" rid ving this afternoon to reign | via Las Vegas. Jl}rnmy James,
as king of the celebration for its one _t_'f the r!:':g._nai Four Hnrse;
fo ,‘— s. He will be at the lead men ol the airline, then general
of the parade tomoriow nig lnanager (:f‘ the company, fl|f'“'
when the vehicles of a former the out-moded Douglas M-2 into
da | replace those of the Las Vegas from the coast, then
]\r.l“;l"', and in which no auto- on to Salt Lake City. _It was one
fob f anv description will be of the ships used on !nelongmal
allo’ fiight over the route in 1926.|

On the first night of the fete & James made the hop frqm Los
modern wedding in Helldorado Angeles to Las Vegas in two
atmosphere was performed at the hours and 12 minutes, to set a
viliage. Miss Celesta Lisle of Bar- record for the distance for this
stow, California, granddaughter type of craft. Hooded and
of R J. “Dad” Fairbanks, pionesr goggled and wearing the same
of Nevada, who hauled freight “uniform™ he wore 10 years ago,
here in 1903, was the bride. The James was met at the airport by

bridegroom was D. W. Lowe, Jr,
of Silver Lake, California. The
bride wore a pink net gown, woin

Bill Morgan, last of the Pony
Express riders, who 10 years ago
handed Fred Kelly the first sack

sored by the Las Vegas Horse-
men's Association, ended in a
blaze of glory for the sponsors,
as capacity crowds turned out
to witness the finals in the spec-
tacular show,” the Review-Jour-
nal files of April 17, 1936, show.

“Members of the sponsoring
organization were high in their
praise of Harry Williams of Boze-
man, Montana, who was arena
secretary and boss of the show,
for the manner in which the
events were conducted.

“The stock for the show was
furnished by Jack Dew of
Springville, Utah, and was
judged by the sponsors as being
the best stock obtainable for such
a show.”

There were B5 contestants In
the first rodeo.

8

By March of 1937, Helldorado
talk was heard on the streets of
Las Vegas again, but other im-
portant things were taking place.

The Nevada national forest had
announced plans for development
of the Charleston park into an
'all-year sportsmen's paradise and
|playground. Alf Engen, ski jump

Samet, G. C. “Buck”

R. “Pat” Clark.

tion KSL. John F. Cahlan and
Mayor H. P. Murble were
speakers.

The entrance to the Helldorado
Village was constructed in time
for the opening of the 1930 show.

The fifth annual
opened on May 11, 1929, with
Senator Pat McCarran, Congress-
man James G. Scrugham, Gov-
ernor E. P. Carville and Death
Valley Scotty In the lineup for
the famous old-timers' parade.

ported in the Review-Journal
that afternoon, when “the old
west caught up with the modern
era, with the result a collision
between a runaway lorse and
buggy of the 1873 vintage and an
auto of 1939 model. Sirange as
it may seem, the modern ve-
hicle suffered more damage.”
Tex Ritter, Monogram Studios
western star, was back as hon-

lar
Jones, Miss Mazie Martin, Harry | Widespread
Blaine, [to the dele

Frank McNamee, Jr., and Charles coming fete,

Helldorado

An unscheduled event was re-|

publiclty was given
gation and the forth-

L 23

| All the regular features of the

A good-will contingent from Helldorado, including the pre-
Las Vegas went to Salt Lake Helldorade dance, the “kanga-
City to broadcast over radio sta-

roo” court, and the parades, ro-
deos, “The Drunkard,” and con-

the' cessions were a part of the suc-

cessful 1940 show. A party of
{16 newspaper, magazine and air-
| line officials came to Las Vegas
|yvia special plane to attend the
'celebration. Governor Carville
relurned o Las Vegas to lead the
old-timers' parade. Abe Lefion,
| repvesenting the Gilmore Oil
company, was announcer at the
rodeo. Stores closed in Las Ve-
gas on the first day of the rodeo,
'at which J. C. “Doc"” Sorenson
|of Camas, Idaho, acted as di-
rector.

Ora Seils was chosen as rodeo
queen for 1940 and led all pa-
rades prior to rodeo events. Betty
McIntosh was crowned beauty
queen in 1940, and Elaine Law-
rence placed second.

Oxen purchased by the Las Ve-
gas chamber of commerce and
| trained to pull a cart were a hit

by a friend at her own wedding of mail to go out of Las Vegas on champion then employed by the oved guet st the celebration, Of the old-timers’ parade.

50 vears ago. Blshup Bryan L.
Bunker read the wedding Vows.
Among the celebrities at the
first fete were Rex Bell, movie
star and rancher; his wife, the
famous Clara Bow; Paul Block
newspaper publisher; and Maxie
Rosenbloom, former light heavy-
weight champion of the world.
More than 12,000 spectators
were estimated to have seen the
first old-timers’ parade on the
night of April 26, 1935. Th‘e
golden wedding fete was the high )
light of the evening. The oldtime/ Famous Flier Fined
fiddlers contest, in which eight, The mining display again was
lavers competed, was won by M. a part of the Helldorado grounds
E Prine of Jean, who was award-|concessions. Colonel Roscoe
ed an engraved cup. | Turner, famous speed flier and|
As the parade closed, it was es- record breaker, was the first vie- |
timated that more han 16,000 per-|tim of the “kangaroo court in the|
gons attended the Helldorado Las Vegas Helldorado  celebra-!
celebration, directed by Zerby. tion. The flier was hailed before
From the beginning the old- A W. Ham, acting Helldorado
timers parade was the most out- judge and was fined $1.00 for ap-
standing feature of the celebra-|pearing on the streets of Las Ve-
tion. Newspaper reports at that gas without his famous speed
time stated that lnfrm}:‘ghout 1;1:.- plane.” [
“two-mile length of the parade, " o April 21, 1936, it was P
not a single a}l:omot'ule c;; 1'“? nounced that the Six Companies
appeared. In the ancient BUBBIES, v, g completed its construc-
carts and wagons rode revelers tim; $ob on Doulder dum. By
e o e, - 3
dressed as cowboys or prospec, it ranke 1 Clowe, geners
drpsse;. i superintendent for the firm, had
“The high light of the closing &one on to Parker
entertainment was the crownin
of Maxine Wright, beautiful that project.
Spanish dancer and star of the
‘girlie-girlie’ show, as belle of the sociation sponsored the first
Helldorado. The diamond ring rodeo in 1936, in connection with
promised by the Elks was pre- the Elks Helldorado. Since that
sented to her by A. G. Blad, ex- time the Elks lodge has taken
alted ruler.” over the sponsorship of the
By the time the second annual rcdeo, and the Horsemen's Asso-
Helldorado rolled around, Las ciation has ceased to exist,
Vegans were busy planning the; The Horsemen joined the
first regetta ever held on Boulder Rodeo Association of America,
lake. It was an out-board motor and from the first, the cowboys
event, in which a large number of competing here were able to win
boats were entered. Spectalors points toward the national cham-
crowded on the mountain whap_h pionship, as well as receive prize
now is an island in the lake, di- money. The first development
rectly at the end of the old road \ork at the city park for the
leading f‘:on‘. Boulder City down| . a.. Srounds Wis. Rndertidas
to the lake. that year. The city of Las Vegas,

o Tlans e e o K014 5 " Coperain e B
eo in connect ith th :
Helldorado celebration, and 1o built a permanent rodeo

- Tt Ak e e, Plant, including seven chutes,
Pinkey ("“t world ffn‘m‘b COW" four corrals, catch pens, holding
boy clown and his trained mule, i and - atakd ik e
Pickel, were brought here to per- Eor;éﬂ: e lov Hle Wp
form on April 24, 25, and 26, 1936.1" o - ; )

It was announced about that _ On the night of April 23, when
A 2 . : the second Helldorado opened,
time that Boulder lake would be :
half full by August. there w}a:!s 1‘? te}?mlof oxen h;lch:‘d

Al to an old linch pin wagon in the
. e .

On %‘p?]s}e; A1;:ei8(.)I;::enngigeers at lineup. One of the outstanding
Boulder dam opened six of the displays was a Concord coach
eight and one-half foot penstocks that was used in the Caliente-
in the Arizona valve house at the Hiko stage run. This old stage
dam, releasing a cascade of wate:,|Was one of the first brought to
which equalled the great Niagara|Nevada and is typical of its era.
Falls. Thousands of spectators On the afternoon of April 22,
were present to view the man- there was an unheralded and

et remature start of the rodeo,
mfrtlh‘;?w‘lr)ﬂ#n. well known \[:.'hen a Brahma steer broke ]o:sz
columnist, corporation lawyer at the rodeo grounds and dis-
and economist, speaking before covered a gate leading to free-
the Las Vegas chamber of com- dom. Horsemen followed but
merce predicted that Las Vegas were unable to catch up with the
would become *“a veritable met- ;teer until it was in the under-
ropolis of the desert.” rush near Sunrise mountain.

Work was just being started| After some difficulty they roped
on the Masonic temple in Las the animal, put it in a horse
Vegas, under contract for $19,-!trailer and hauled it back to the
200. CCC boys were to preparé rodeo grounds.

“one of the finest bathing beaches The first rodeo events were
in the country” at Boulder lake,| staged in the city on April 24,
according to an announcement 1936, with 3,000 spectators in
made by Guy D. Edwards, sup-' the stands to witness the
erintendent of the r}at;.rma] pa:k contests. Many of the famous
service at Boulder City. Harvey  cowhoys of the time were in
Stanford of Matador, T&x«,l:{r“?].f the events, J. P. McAvoy, well
named coach of the Las V€g3s ynown Saturday Evening Post

Wildcats, to replace Douglas
Dashiell, who had resigned. Miss! :Vo:’i:'r.‘:;sn;:tmduced at the

Maude Frazier, on completion of | “mp 0" & A —
: - e first bathing beauty pa-

» years superintendent of g
i‘.lar;(' \F‘(-(gd;s siioolgtii:s awarded | fade and contest was staged on
= o fuuv--\:ear‘éom-'act April 25, under the sponsorship
At about that time the contro-|f M. E. “Gene” Ward. A parade
Neisy of the "I';Ig-_hc:rn sheep, [16d down Fremont to the Hell-
. : S 13- ! dorado grounds, where the judg-

at Is lde

sultain of Goat Island in Boulder e took place. There wete €

lake,” was raging. I. had been : __ 44
reported that he had been shot entries, with Nadine Trelease
ning the first prize. Miss

afar, but investigation win !
:::;Ted éti'oalt malnutriltion “g‘:‘s the Betty Jean Glass finished second.
cause of the lone ranger's death.| The old-timers’ parade was one,
Work on the Helldorado ©f the best ever staged in ‘the
grounds, at Sixth street and Fre-|community. Many organizations,
mont., was started on April 14, and business houses had vehicles
1936, under the direction of A. L. in the lineup. St. George, Utah,|
Worswick. Plans were an-|and Kingman, Arizona, partici-|
nounced for the first pre-Hell- pated in the parade. X
jorado dance, which was held on! In the midst of the celebration,
the night of May 20 in the Elks|the Free and Accepted Masons ofl

1all, with the Eagles band play- Nevada laid the cernerstone of |

that initial flight.

For the second Helldorado
Frank Gusewelle as committee

for a museum at the Helldorado
grounds, and collected pre-his-
toric and pioneer western relics
of this area for display. The com-
mittee in charge expressed the|
hope that this would be the in-
spiration for a museum in Las
Vegas, which never has become
a reality.

forest service, had been designat-

led to come here to lay out the ski
iruns and jump in Kyle canyon
land to make a survey of the en-

i the Elks, nged | :
chairman for the Eiks, afréng |tire area for winter sports devel-

opment. A CCC camp then locat-

led in Moapa valley was to be

moved to the mountains for the
summer, with enrollees to be as-
signed to development of the
park area during the summer

|months.

The city of Las Vekas was hav-
ing money troubles, and “a hori-

T

McNeil Construction com
cated to the Pioneers of the West, the firm depicted the old west
pany first started.

McNEIL ENTERS—During the building of the huge magnesium plant for Basic Magnesium, the
joined the Helldorado celebration wholeheartedly. In this float, dedi-

as it was when the McNeil com-

peared at the Rotary club meet-'ApriI 16. The Elks "kangaroo”
ing at noon on Thursday, singing court was in session that after-
songs for the guests. “Pinky” |noon and evening, and the fes-
Gist, rodeo clown, also was ativities ended with a big street

dam, Califor-|
g/nia, where he was in charge of|

zontal raise in the assessed valu-|guest of the Rotarians.
ation of all property in Clark| Rodeo Schedule
county” was deemed by officials| pne rodeo had scheduled
as the only hope of solving the gyents in bucking horse riding,
problem. L. L. Arnett then was| ,if roping, bull riding, wild cow
serving as mayor of the city. milking, steer wrestling, and
Plans were being discussed for team tying. Among the champion
a “tourism” class to inform local!cowhoys participating were: Nick
residents of the scenic and his-|Knight, Dick Slappert, Milt Moe,

torlc points of Interest In the Sjats Jacobs, and Alvin Gordon.|pe ysed in the annual old-timers'|

area, so they in turn could induce
tourists to remain longer in Las head of the parade, despite the
Vegas to see all the things of in- movie stars. Scotty had been in-
terest. Later the plan was carried vited to have this place of honor,
out successfully. and even the filming of the pa-
On March 24, 1937, the Las Ve- rade by a movie company star-
gas Horsemen's Association an-!ring Tex Ritter did not deter the
nounced that the second annual famous desert character. Either
rodeo definitely would be staged.|he was to ride first or he would
|Backed by the Las Vegas cham-|not ride. Scotty rode.
{ber of commerce, junior chamber| The Las Vegas Volunteer Fire
of commerce, and Rotary club,|department’s float won first prize
the Horsemen set out to get bus

Scotty and Johnson rode at the

pense of the show and Were suc-|won second place.
cessful in this enterprise. Com-| At the rodeo grounds for the
mittees were appointed to han-|first events, a large
dle all details of the planning for |jammed the stands, and more
the second show. {than 100 riders par
The following day, the Elks the grand entry led by Pat Mur-
|lodge used its new building at|Phy, rodeo queen. ) )
the corner of South Third street| Jeanne Godshall of Vietorville
and Carson avenue for the first and her father, Cal Godshall,
time. Exalted Ruler Frank Guse-|then postmaster and dude
welle presided at the jnitiation-ranlchelr at Victorville, made
of the largest class of neoph}-teS-Thew first appearance at a rodeo
in the history of the lodge. A/IN Las Vegas qnd never have
total of 134 men was accepted | missed since. Miss Godshall was
during the ceremonies. The class | proclaimed “swegtheart of the
was known as the C. E. Pem-|Las Vegas rodleo.’
broke class, in tribute to the only| On Friday night, May 14, 1937,
|exalted ruler of the lodge then the first children's parade was
|deceased. held as part of the Helldorado
Jay Irving, “cop” cartoonist f(,r'celebratinn, This has become a
Collier's magazine, was in Las regular feature of the fete and
Vegas and visited Mt. Charles- has been staged annually ever
ton, where the snow still was|since. It is a “dress up affair”
several feet deep. James J. Jef- for the children of Clark county
fries. former world's heavy- and is one of the special enter-
weight champion, was in town tainments of the community for
{and proclaimed “Nevada as the them each year. _
only ‘old west' still in existence.”| Evelyn Jones was proclaimed
On April 28, 1937, the first at winner of the annual bathing
whisker measuring for the an-|beauty parade in 1937, with Alice
|nual Helldorado celebration took|Richardson as second.
|place. The longest whiskers| Las Vegas took time out in
measured were two inches, From |the midst of the third annual
then until the celebration took |fete to observe the thirty-second
place, whiskers were measured|anniversary of the founding of

regularly as a stunt, and a big the city through the sale of lots|
tally board was erected on the by the Union Pacific Railroad. |

Apache hotel, where the results| The big auction took place here
were recorded. near the railroad tracks on May
The first annual Helldorado 15, 1905.
rodeo queen contest was started) On April 2, 1938, it was re-
about the same time, and the ported that a badger at Pahrump
winner was to be determined on Valley had killed two dogs.
the number of rodeo tickets sold. TWA started regular schedules
Plans also were announced for out of Boulder City, on April 4,
the second annual bathing 1938. The plane was met by a
beauty contest, with a $100 prize group of mounted riders, and
to the winner. | Tommy Young staged a one-man
Death Valley Scotty and his rodeo for the benefit of the

i- in the old-timers' parade, and the|
The Las Vegas Horsemen's As- ness men to underwrite the ex-|Daughters of the Utah Pioneers

dance.

Publicity for the celebration
was spread over the nation by
|radio and newspapers and cham-
|bers of commerce.

For months organizations and
[business houses had scoured the
|adjacenl area for authentic
'ancient vehicles, which were to|

| parade to open the fete on April
28, The pattern of the celebra-
tion which had been established
in 1937 was to be followed again,
with a children's parade on Fri-
day night, and the closing beauty
parade on Sunday night.

It was announced that St.
|'I'homas. historic old Mormon
| settlement in Moapa Valley, near
|Overton, would be covered by the
|water of Boulder lake by sum-
mer, Fort Colville, a short dis-
tance upstream from Boulder
!dam, already was under water.l

being held in Las Vegas the

|
|being made for the Provincial|
]Synod of the Episcopal church to|
be held in Las Vegas May 10
to 12.
| Six “flying Helldorado ambas-
'sadors,"” took a Western Air Ex-
'press plane to Salt Lake City to
issue invitations to Utah resi-
dents to attend the annual fete.
In the party were James H.
{Down, Jr.,, Charles R. *“Pat”|
|Clark, R. J. Kaltenborn, R. R.|
| Russell, Tom Thebo, and Oliver
Gorman.
| Files of the Review-Journal|
jon April 27, show the following |
'story announcing the beginning|
of the 1938 Helldorado, “Clocks|
in the city of Las Vegas were
|slowing down today, and by to-
morrow evening will have run|
|backward so far that the days of |
ithe pioneers will be unfolded
|before the eyes of local resi-
{dents and hundreds of visitors |
|as the fourth annual Helldorado |
celebration gets under way.” [
A parade of horsemen opened
the annual rodeo events. Mrs.|
Wallace as queen was escorted
by Harry Harrison, dude rancher
from Jackson Hole, Wyoming,
who had been spending the win-

|ect.

are necessities in the wardrobe
of the well dressed man on the
streets of Las Vegas."

It was announced on April 1,
1939, that the Elks had purchased
a large plot of land on North
Fifth street, directly across the
street from the Las Vegas city
park, where Helldorado would
be established.

Governor E. P. “Ted” Carville

announced that he would be|

present for the opening of the
Helldorado fete on May 11.
Children in the Las Vegas
grammar school were given the
opportunity to vote as to whether
they wanted to be in the chil-
dren’s parade which had become
a part of the annual celebration.

Curley Fletcher, cowboy poet,
Dick Foran, famous red-haired
western star, and Rex Bell,
movie star and owner of the
“Walking Box" ranch at Search-
light, were in town for the cele-
bration.

Mrs. Katherine Nelson of
Cedar City, Utah, came to the
fete as official representative of
Governor Henry H. Blood of
Utah.

The old-timer’s parade was the
largest and the most successful
in the history of the fete. First
prize was awarded to the Mar-
ket Spot for a Mexican carreta,
drawn by two burros and driven
by Huie Hughes of Jean. Lake
Auto Court in Boulder City won
second place, and the Moapa
chamber of commerce placed
third.

Harry Williams of Farming-
ton, Utah, was director of the
rodeo staged in the city park.
Sonya Worthy was chosen as
queen of the rodeo, based on the
tickets sold. A “jack pot” calf
roping contest for amateurs from

Almost unanimously they voted

to have the parade, according to|
K. O. Knudson, school principal.[

Clark and Lincoln counties was
held during the rodeo.

Thirty-three Las Vegas and

A plan was proposed for all Boulder City beauties entered

organizations and business houses

to purchase an authentic old-time |

vehicle, and special efforts were

being made to locate such ve-|

hicles for permanent display

crowd | The music and art festival was here,

At this point all the gambling

the annual bathing beauty pa-
rade. Miss Nonie Arnett was
|chosen as beauty queen for 1939.
Miss Betty Jean Glass placed sec-
ond.

1940 Celebration
| In 1940, Las Vegas men got an

ticipated in week end of April 22. Plans were | clubs and bars closed their doorsiearly start in March for the

Afte
the celebration, the chamber wab
puzzled about the disposition of

the oxen and after several
months sold them.
In 1941, the Helldorado was

held May 15 through 18. One of
the spectacular events added 1o
'the celebration was the bull
fighting at the rodeo. This has
become one of the most import-
ant of the entire celebration. The
usual schedule of events was fol-
lowed, and Mrs. Berkeley Jones
reigned as queen of the 1941 ro-
deo. Mrs. James Clark and Mrs.
Buster Van were close contest-
ants and served as attendants to
the queen.

Bonnie Buck of Boulder City
was chosen as 1941 beauty queen,
|with Beth Swart as second.
| The year of 1942 was the year
of decision for the sponsoring
Elks lodge regarding the Helldo-
rado. Whether to continue the
fete under war circumstances
iwas the problem. The lodge fi-
|nally determined that the fete
{would play an important factor
{in providing a few days of relax-
{ation and entertainment for mili-
|tary personnel and war workers
lin the area. It was decided
|that no effort would be made to
|attract visitors, and to comply in
every way with the government's
request for people to save trans-
portation,

Fete Continues

The success of the 1942 show in
(carrying out this purpose led to

|the continuance of the celebra-

for the first time, in observance whisker growing contest for the tion last year and this year. Dolly

of Good Friday and in coopera-

|tion with the churches of theu . e
| community. It was a startling photographers from “Look” mag-|0n the basis of competitive rid-

celebration, which was sched-
led to open May 16. That year

|Ruth Wheeler reigned as rodeo
{queen in 1942 and was selected

event in the “last frontier” com-|azine came to Las Vegas to take ing.

munity of Las Vegas and received : pictures of the Helldorado and|

wide-spread publicity over the rodeo for a feature in the publi-

nation.

More than 5§ ttended
= 28800 perscns sitende !because of the construction of a

the pre-Helldorado dance held |
on April 8, 1939. Mrs. C. P

Squires, pioneer Las Vegas resi-|

dent, received first prize in the| : i
RECIVES 1In R {munity participated. Most of the deo queen.

costume contest. She wore a
red satin dress, trimmed with|
black Chantilly lace, and a black
lace shawl.

At about this time Crown
Prince Frederik and Crown
Princess Ingrid of Denmark ar-
rived to visit Boulder dam and
were taken on a tour of the proj-

A celebration was held in April
on completion of the paved high-
way to Searchlight.

It was announced that eight
pioneer vehicles had been pur-
chased by the Las Vegas cham-
ber of commerce for resale to
various civic organizations. The
purchase was handled by G. C.

cation.
The 1940 show was outstanding

[permanent Helldorado Village, ! features.

through “work days” in which
practically all men of the com-

work was done by wvolunteers,
who were fed at the grounds
from a “chuck wagon” operated
by Perry Young and O. J. Smith.
Logs were brought from Lee can-
yvon and were sawed at the Vil-
lage and built into the old-time
dance hall, fence and buildings
on the grounds.

For the second year rodeo
stock was furnished by Coburn
and Sorenson,
mous bucking horses here were
“Y Bar Me,” “High Power,”
“Swing, Baby, Swing,” “Fly
Time,” “Rexburg,” and “Jackson
Hole.'

“Helldorado,” the bull which

Some of the fa-|

Miss Mary Lou Bunch was
chosen as beauty queen, and Miss
Joyce Chase ranked second.
| Last year the celebration was
|repeated, with all the traditional
Miss Mimi Campbell,
who had been chosen on the last
;day of the 1942 rodeo, was ro-
A big badger fight
was staged on the sireets of Las
| Vegas, with “Red” Rasar as ref-
leree.

Miss Beverly Higgins of Boul-

|der City was selected as beauty
{queen and Babs MecClelland
|ranked second.,
i Mrs. Wilson Stewart of Alamo
|was chosen as winner of the ro-
{deo queen contest to reign this
year,

Now all plans are complete
for the tenth annual fete, and
the committee in charge prom-
ises that all events established by
precedent will be included, and
[plenty of entertainment will be
|provided. There will be three

ter in Las Vegas, and Tom Thebo.| “Buck” Blaine, who made a
| Joe Ronnow and Bill Getts were scouting trip into southern Utah
|in charge of the rodeo plans, to locate the vehicles.

land Dave Campbell acted as| Senator Pat McCarran of Ne-
arena director. Many stores were vada announced plans to attend
to close on Friday for the first the Helldorado celebration, To-
rodeo events. Jeanne Godshall gether with Governor Carville,
was back again as “sweetheart of Senator McCarran was assigned
the rodeo.” ‘| the place of honor at the head of

On the night of April 28, 1938, | the 1939 old-timers’ parade.

the Firemen again took* first] Ten girls entered the rodeo

became famous all over the na- big parades, the old-timers’, the
tion in rodeo circles because of a|children's and the bathing beau-
photograph taken at the rodeo ties’. Three night rodeos are
in Las Vegas in 1939, was brought planned, and one matinee event.
back again for the show. |The Helldorado Village will be
A delegation from Las Vegas, |in full swing, and dancing will be
including John F, Cahlan as rep- held in the dance hall every
resentative of the Elks Helldo-:night. Rides will be provided
rado committee and the chamber for the children, and concessions
of commerce, and Evelyn Blaine along “High Grade Gulch” will
and Ora Sells, candidates for ro-!be in operation.
deo queen, went to Salt Lake! The dates for the tenth cele-

“hoof partner,” A. M. Johnson,
were reported to be planning to
attend the annual fete.

The newly organized Elks
| band, under the leadership of Au-
gust “Dutch” Berning, began re-
hearsals for the third annual
Helldorado. Officers of the band

were: John Kelly, president;
Fred Bartlett, secretary; O. K.
Adcock, treasurer; and Fred

O'Donnell, James Cashman, John
Kellv, Fred Bartlett, and Ed
Sandrock, directors.

Grand National Pictures of
Hollywood announced that a crew
would come to Las Vegas to make
movies during the Helldorado
celebration. Tex Ritter, latest
western flim discovery, was to be
featured in the film.

An appeal was made by Oliver
Gorman, chamber of commerce
secretary, for Las Vegas home
owners to list their vacant rooms

| with him, so that the Helldorado

crowds would be provided with
sleeping quarters,
When the Helldorado opened

| visitors.

At that time Las Vegas was
preparing for the first regional
convention of the junior chamber
lof commerce, and plans were
being made for the fourth annual
Helldorado and rodeo. A special
train brought 200 delegates from
southern California for the Jay-
cee convention, and the Ely con-
tingent brough a badger for the
big fight which was held during
the convention. |

A contest then was in prog- |
ress for catching the biggest bass
\from Boulder lake, and J. D.!
| Porter weighed in one at seven
| pounds, two ounces, on April 8,
1938. A proclamation was issued
by Mayor H. P. Marble calling
attention to the Jaycee conven-|
|tion and asking the residents to!
|be hospitable to the visitors.

| It was announced that a con-|beauties on the closing night of Sullivan, O. K. Adcock, J. M.
tingent of Arizona residents, led |the show. Miss Betty Jean Glass | Murphy,

by “Cap” Joyce, dude rancher
|from Phoenix, would attend the|
|fourth annual Helldorado cele-|
|bration. Homer D. Smith, famous |

prize in the old-timers’ parade,
displaying an old - fashioned
“pumper” and hook and ladder.
~iremen were dressed in red
undershirts, old-fashioned fire-
men’s hats and rubber boots,
walking alongside the two horse-
drawn vehicles, as the fire bell
clanged out an ominous warning.

The Daughters of the Utah|
Pioneers again rated second in|
the parade entries. Their theme
was the transportation system |
of the Mormon pioneers, consist- |
ing of a covered wagon, two
hand carts, and pic:meer-t:lac:ii
groups walking and riding.

Approximately 1,000 school|
children participated in the pa-
rade for their benefit on the
second night of the show.

Jeri Schofield was named|
queen of the southern Nevada|

ranked second.
Prepare for Fete
When April came in 1939, a|
mayoralty race was on, which

gueen contest, on the basis of
sales of tickets.
“The Drunkard”

First presentation of “The
Drunkard” as part of the Hell-
dorado celebration was under-
taken by the Las Vegas Com-
munity Players. Members of
the cast included: The Misses
June Allen, Elizabeth Friedman,
Jacqueline Faxon, Mazie Martin,
Jewell Thebo: and Morris Fox,

the rodeo over station KSL.

William Older, Bob White, Ted
Homan, Sherwin Garside, Bob|
Hunsaker, and Joe Hufford. The |
show was one of the outstanding
features of the annual fete. |

The committee members from |
the Elks lodge, announced to have
charge of plans for the fifth an-
nual fete, were as follows: C. C.
“Bob” Boyer, exalted ruler; E. W.
Cragin, James Cashman, Mark

C. D. Baker, K. O.
Knudson, O. J. Smith, Frank
Gusewelle, Fred O'Donnell, A. L.
Worswick, Fred Bartlett, V. Gray
Gubler, Berkeley Jones, Clair
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parade during the first fete, [Master A. F. Aymar officiated at their first public appearance to-| S T B oo g Sonya | were \n;amedLa’to “shake the wrin- | Walter Bracken.
led the committee in charge to |the ceremonies. gether. The famous old Death Val- . 1 9T The first “work days” at the

: ne _ who appeared in P . i - |Worthy were chosen as winners kles out of your 1905 frocks, dust :
ll:ehi:c::ntrllr:tnnol?alu::ll:\:.engn::s t}u]a) l;;elldlcf:a!:ieor paraode‘p % an old }3 iﬁ:gzlgq?;rze:{;s;;:r;ﬁ: LT e of the jur:ior chan;betr of\ com- | off you lo'lf:;ign fhats’l-iaerllﬁ:losrz:fil: E:llclld:?:'c}l; Y;lli%:ygrr;gggs. e
Cashman, who has been parade |Mormon scout, walked off with opening event. The time of the{percetc;)s umf‘ ':0%“ . ‘ion'iupu{:mi t in th(:;rlast trontier| “The Shooting of Dan Me-
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