Early Settlement of Muddy
And Virgin Valley Towns

By DELPHINE SQUIRES

Before beginning with the
early history of the town of Las
Vegas 1 would like to write a lit-
tle about the settlement of the
towns in the Muddy and Virgin
Valleys.

The early settlements in South-

ern Nevada were originally made
for religious reasons. The “Mor-
mons” under the direction of

their president, Brigham Young,
were encouraged to settle in the
parts of the country most acces-
sible to Salt Lake City for the
purpose of converting the Indians
and the making of homes. With
this thought in mind settlements
were made along the principal
streams in what is now Southern
Nevada. !

This same idea caused the set-|
tlement of San Bernardino and
Las Vegas the biulding of
homes and the protection of their
people while traveling from Utah
to California.

In 1864 Anson Call established
Callville on the Colorado River a
few miles north of the Las Vegas
Wash, as a point of transfer from
river boats to the interior settle-
ments of southern Utah and the
Virgin and Muddy valleys. Two
boats, the Esmeralda and the
Nina Tilden, made occasional
trips connecting with the steam-
ghips plying between the mouth
of the Colorado and San Fran-
cisco. Before that time, in 1858,
two other boats owned by Cap-
tain George A. Johnson, the
“Jessup” and the “Colorado,” had
made journeys on the river and
also in that year a Lieutenant J.
C. Ives, of the Topographical
Corps, had run his boat, the “Ex-
plorer” on to a rock during low
water and wrecked it in Black
Canyon.

Learning of the agricultural
possibilities of the Muddy valley
emigrants were sent out from
Salt Lake City in 1865, under the
leadership of Thomas Smith and
founded several villages, One
was named St. Thomas, in honor
of their leader. The site chosen
for it was on the Muddy river
two and one half miles above the
junction of that river with the
Rio Virgin. Another settlement,
Overton, was about eight miles
northwest of St. Thomas and St.
Joseph was five miles farther up
the river.

St. Thomas was originally di-
vided into 85 one acre residence
lots with an equal number of 2'%
acre vinevards and 5 acre farm
plots. Overton was originally laid
out on a low sandy beach on the
east side of the river across the
valley from its present location.

St. Joseph consisted of a fourt
with several houses clustered
round it. There was also a flour
mill and a cotton gin and in 1869
a cooperative mercantile institu-
tion was organized there for the
entire valley. .

During these years St. Thomas
maintained precedence over the
rest of the villages by reason of
its first right to the water of the
Muddy river for irrigation and its
proximity to the Colorado rivel
boats. The population doubled
with another influx of settlers
and the Muddy valley flourished
as a part of Pah-ute County, Ari-
Zona.

In order to take advantage of
the great agricultural possibili-
ties it was necessary to find some
way to take water from the
Muddy river {for irrigation so sev-
eral miles of canals were con-
structed for each one of the set-

tiements. When this was accom-
plished and the land cleared and
drained the valley became very
productive and corn and other
grains, hay and cotton were
easily raised,
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Paul R. Johnson, owner of the
Hollywood Style Shop, who also
has extensive realty holdings in
Las Vegas, announced Saturday
that he has purchased the Walter
R. Bracken property, 410 East
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tions and priorities are lifted.
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Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gustin
of Las Vegas spent the week end
in Mesquite, at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Walter Granger.

Mr. and Mrs. Everett Harris
announce the birth of a baby
daughter, born Monday at the
St. George hospital.
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Mrs. Florence Burgess left on
Wednesday morning for Phoenix,
where she will attend the gradu-
ation exercises of her son, Air
Cadet Leonard E. Burgess, of the
United States Army Air Corps.
After receiving his “wings” he|
will accompany his mother home |
on a short furlough.
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Mrs. Berdell Knight, Mrs. Don
ee and Mrs. Vernon Hardy re-
turned from Homedale, Idahe,
|where they spent the past three

To the congress of the United
States the petition pointed to the
almost prohibitive cost of import- |
ing necessities; to the construc-|

This settlement was organized L
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Throne Heiress
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ious
throne of England, emerges next/
| Friday as a full-fledged publicity
| personality.

The chief tangible result of the
event is that the girl who sum(‘i
day may be crowned Elizabeth II

v a complete household stalf
pearl from her father to add to
a string which will be complete
| Legally, of course, Friday's will
Elizabeth’s life. For from then on
ly as queen.

King George has said he does
not

lone family

tion of 150 dwellings; to the
planting and cultivation of or-
chards, vineyards, cotton and
farm lands to the extent of 3000
acres. Also that a tax of 3% upon
the property and a $4 poll tax
was impossible to meet, and ask-
ed congress cede back to Utah
and Arizona the portion of land
which had been placed under the
jurisdiction of Nevada.

Failing to receive any recogni-
tion from either of these docu-
ments the settlers decided to act
in accordance with the advice re-
ceived from the head of the
church and that was to leave the
state whose burdens and laws
were so oppressive. So in 1871
they all left their homes in the
Muddy valley to found new ones
elsewhere with the exception of
that of Daniel
Bonelli who had been the one
dissenting voter when the ques-
tion came up before them, He
remained and became the owner
and operator of a ferry at the
junction of the Virgin and Colo-
rado rivers.

It was a sad exodus fc. those
people who had undergone suf-
fering and privation in their long
journey from Salt Lake City to
the Muddy valley to found new
homes. They had labored inces-

santly to build houses, break the|ject became a reality and Houverlbe put on in May or June, Mike

new land, procure and plant seed
and cultivate the crops. Then by
order of Brigham Young they
left their rrew homes which were

in providing
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|L. D. S. church during its early
|days. It provided for work among
the people according to the abil-,i

products of creative art were
stored in a common wareholuse
and the people were to share ac-
cording to their efforts. The syvs-
tem was not political, just eco-
onomic in its scope and gave
practical example of the thought
“those that work not, eat not.”|
The experiment worked for al
time but failed after a few vears.

A flovr mill, a molasses press
and a cotton gin were biult in
|Bunkerville and later a cotton|
press and again the settlers were
iab]e to transport their cotton to
|St. George, Utah, and procure|
{cotton cloth in return. [

[ In

|In 1895 it was resettled.

to the Muddy Valley in 1888 and |
again brought into being the old
|villages which had been aband-
|oned ten years before. The name
of St. Joseph was changed to
Logan and later to Logandale. It
was vears before the population
of the valley reached the status
held before 1871. '

| When the Colorado river pro-

dam was built the farms in and
around St. Thomas were sold to
|the United States government
.and the residents of that com-
| munity moved to other localities.
The site of that once lovely little
|village is now covered with the|
waters of Lake Mead, as is also
|Fort Callville.

These Mormons who settled the
valleys of southern Nevada were
ideal colonists. They were farm-
ers and artisans of various crafts.
As a community they were hon-
est, industrious, law abiding,
peaceful citizens and under their
thrifty management these beau-
tiful vallevs blossomed into mar-
| velous productiveness.

1880 Mesquite was settled
on the other side of the river but|
was abandoned a few years later. |
[direction of Bishop Austin Hunt
A new group of Mormons came | and internment took place at the

weeks,

Mrs. Florence Truman of St

in Mesquite at the home of Mr.| The once awkward, shy young

and Mrs. J. D. Pulsipher,

Mr. and Mrs. Orlin Frehner an-
nounce the birth of a baby daugh-
ter, born Monday, at the Si.
George hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Claude Abbott
spent Tuesday in Las Vegas on
business.

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Hughes
made a business trip to Las Ve-
gas Wednesday.

A large crowd attended the fu-
neral services for W. C. Bowman
in Bunkerville, Tuesday after-
noon. The services were under the

Bunkerville cemetery.

s

Fifth Bond Drive
In Legion Hands

The fifth war bond drive will
be handled by the state depart-
ment of the American Legion and

Leavitt, local chairman, announc-
es. Department Commander T.
Miller, Reno, has named Judge J.
D. Salter state chairman and four
distriet commanders as chairmen
in the territories. The campaign
is to be personally conducted by
legionnaires of 12 posts in Clark,
Lincoln and White Pine counties.
Committee personnel and defin-
ite dates will be given out later.

Cyril Wengert, Las Vegas, pos-
sessed of long experience, submit-
ted an outline of proposed ac-
tivity to the district commander.
Jim Powers is to supervise gen-
eral solicitation, and assistance of

| changes
“princess.” It had been suggested

15.—(UP)—
incess Elizabeth, pretty, ser-|
heiress-apparent to

out

England, now will have virtu-
her own. As on every other
thday Elizabeth will receive a
her 21st birthday.

the most important birthday in

her father dies, the princess
11 succetd to the throne direct-

contemplate making any
in Elizabeth’s title of

. bl that she receive the title “Prin-
ity of the individual. Crops and George, is spending a few weeks| cess of Wales.” I
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Episcopal church from Boulder
City, held christening services at

Father Barclay Johnson of the

TO LAUNCH SHIP

RICHMOND, Calif, Apr. 15 (P
The first victory ship from the
Henry J. Kaiser-operated ship-
yvards here, the Ethiopia Victory,
will be launched next Wednes-
day or Thursday, Clay P. Bed-

*|the home og Mrs. F. P. Jackson ford, general manager of the
in Searchlight, last Monday aft- record - holding Liberty ship
ernoon. vards, said today.
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for the past several monti Allied-held Naj s was raided by
moved back to tl } e. { nan plane i b bl
Hudgens has le d plans ! ICIINg ofi nali _"Ir
| e rk the I {a- ant I'C it e Net-
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B | denly taken ill last week, i1 = =TT -

F| a hospital in Las Vegas, recciving , TS Harold Ballinger and chil-
medical treatment. dren of Las Veg ent the

eek end in Searchlight

(NEA Telephoto)
Capt. Richard Bong (right) of Poplar, Wis,, who became America’s great-
est air ace by downing his 27th plane in Pacific war theater, claims his
success is due to luck brought him by painting picture of Marjorle Vat-
tendahl (left), Superior, Wis., coed, on his P-38 Lightning.

|gil'l is a poised, polished young
woman now. She displays a quick
wit and is a good conversational-
ist with a thorough grounding in
history, literature, languages and
|music,

Mrs. Phillip Lewis has returned
from a trip to California, where
she visited her husband, Jack,
who is emploved in a defense
plant there. Mrs. Lewis plans to
move to California in the near
future.

George and Elwin Kent of Las
| Vegas, spent several days in this
:lrnnm‘.umt_\‘ last week, visiting
friends,

Word has been received here,
by friends, that Ross C. Miles,
Iwho is in a Las Vegas hospital, is

She looks like a fresh edition|somewhat improved.
the | of any American school girl, with
the make-up and glamour|

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Reid and

touches. Her quick smile makes baby daughter, Iris Patricia, of
her face extremely attractive.

| Pioche, visited relatives in this

Mrs, Caroline Yelter, 1
e Searchlight grammai
entertained pils i
Easter party and egg hunt ¢
school house, last Friday
noon.

]

her pupil
ne

Mis. Joe Reid of Searchlight
has accepted a position with the
telephone company in Las Vegas.

Mrs. Erline Givens and Mrs.
Rica Hudgens have onened the
dining room of the Nevada hotel
in Searchlight.

Mrs. Nellie Douglas has re-
turned to her home in Las Vegas
after spending a few days in
Searchlight
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