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VEGAS IS GAY |

Again Vegas is gay with ban-
ners fluttering in the breezes and
the cottonwood fuzz is heaping!
ftself into queer little drifts which |
crawl along queerly from one|
place to another as if seeking an
extra good location from which
to view the wonders of Aviada.

Las Vegas has had some color-
#ul celebrations, but none more
fnteresting than this eighteenth
anniversary of the flight of air-
mail from Los Angeles to New
York by way of Las Vegas.

At the time airmail was estab-
lished there were not many peo-
ple who considered it more than
a rather forced innovation which
would never amount to much in
our daily lives. It would cost us
two or three times as much to
gend a letter by airmail as by
train and at that the letter prob-

ably would be burned up when §

the old crate crashed, Beside

what difference does a day or twWo

mean in the general run of busi-
ness?

Well, as I recall, among the
girst regular users of airmail in
quat;ct]ity.

ui
:llsec ofy airmail they could save
millions of dollars a year in in-
'terest by reducing the time of
funds, checks, drafts and securi-
ties in transit. By airmail the Los
Angeles bank for example, cgul_d
receive credit by New York
banks the next day whereas by
yegular mail it would take at.
Jeast five days And five da}'i‘,
§nterest on fifty or a hundroc_l m1 -
lion dollars is quite some aspara-

although lpci-:'halis
/T their financial hearis
:tt) ;;ﬁn%fvice or three ;imt-s as
igmuch per ounceé for mailing their
tters as they used to pay, quick-
iy became the first users and the
chief bene[icim-tesl of the new
: f air mail.
toﬁ::r?rt?xeless airmail was nng
thing, but the idea _o{ sane ka_m
gensible human beings Tisk 1lng
their lives in the vegetable crates
they, twently years or more ago:
called airplanes, was quite _ank
ether thing. The fellow who tool
Iﬂdelnpplnmbecameapewga
of distinction who had 4
life for the sake of a_hl.tle c hl:ap
publicity. But why ride a pAne
between Las Vegas and Los An-
geles, fcr example, when yo:
could board a train at night aﬂe
be there all in one piece in 1
morning?
Well, we ha

gus.
S0 the banks,

ve seen airplanes
oved and flying time de-
::r:‘el:l:;d and safety r_neas:ux:es'{
adopted which made air tla\:}
far safer than it is to step Ou.t- {:
the kitchen sink to get & dun_'
after dark. In fact travel by al
became SO safe that there ‘15 1a
growing danger that the _\\ho e
air industry soon will be In t];e
hands of grizzled old men like
Fred Kelly (1) or Mason Mdl_lory{,
whose only way out is to 5:11& 0
old age along in their nineties. i
Even Delphine, who roundly
gwore (to herself) that she would
never be persuaded to set foot on

apti finally
one of the contraptions, ;
made an air trip, rather becau:‘e
it seemed mnecessary than other-
wise. The only trouble she ex-

rienced was that she spent
?r?o#g money riding back and
forth between Los Angeles an
the Burbank airport trying to get
a seat on the pl:la(ne than it cost
or the plane ticket. ;
aninallg she connected with a|
seat and settled herself comfort-
ably and discovr:;-ed that the!
plane was in the air. So she was
getting out her }nmttmg and a
magazine foy a nice conlfprt_gble

- -

- Rt

ride when the stewardess sawd:
“Madam, you will have to get
ff here.”
s “Why, I can’t get off here be-
(Continued on Pag_e_'I'wo)

Mment
Handed to WAACs

SWEETWATER, Tex, Apr. 15
(UP) — Speaking to the women
air force service pilot grgduatmg
clas shere today, Brigad_lcr Gen-
eral Luther Stevens Smith, com-
manding general of the central
flying training command, said
that the Wasps, although still
eivilians, “have delegated them-
selves to the army and deserve
the best the army has to offer.

“We want the Wasps to carry
with them the knowledge that
Avenger Field and the central
flying training command havs
given them the best they have,
General Smith said. “It 1s your
dut yto carry on—you know you
can fly—now go to | e )

Dorothy Moulton of Hunting-
ton Park, California, was award-
ed a war bond as one of the out-
standing graduates.

WOMEN WELDERS 47 %
PORTLAND, Ore., Apr. 15 —
Women welders now turn out 47
per cent of the welding at the
Kaiser Company Swan Island
shipyard here, yard officials an-

were the banks. They |8
discovered that by the | §
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(NEA Telephoto)
Mrs, Louise Flack strides through
Kansas City's Union Station, en
route W San Francisco o answer
murder charges as resuil ol starva-
tion death or her §-year-old daugh-
ter during Christmas week.

Mountbatten
Optimistic on
Imphal Visit

By DERRELL BERRIGAN
Unted Press War Correspondent
|

NEW DELHI, Apr. 15, (UP)—|
Adm. Lord Louis Mountbatten
has made a flying visit to Imphal |
which is virtually isolated by the
Japanese, and personally con-|
gratulated Maj. Gen. A. T. Co-|

the best battles of the war."”
The southeast Asia commander |

jeep, it was learned today, to com-|
mend the jungle fighters who,
cut off for three weeks by Japa-
nese road blocks along the Imph-
al-Tiddim road and depending on |
parachutes for food and ammuni- |
tion, knifed through to reinforce |
the capital's hard-pressed garri-|
son. |

Mountbatten told the troops|
they “now have the opportunity |

turned by plane to India.

circle starting at a point 10 miles
from the city to the north and
curving southeast through the
Tamu sector and then west to a
segment of the Bishenpur-Silch-
ar trail, the defenders’ last sup-
ply route from India.

Enemy parties which thrust
through to this 70-mile east-west
trail Friday still were reported
operating in the area. Front dis-
patches indicated the enemy drive
from north of Imphal was gaining
in strength, with heaviest immed-
iate fighting reported around the
Japanese - occupied Jungshigun
peak 10 miles northeast of the
city.

The southeast Asia commu-
nique, however, described  the
fighting there merely as “local
action.” The communique added
there was no change in the Kohi-
ma area, 100 miles north of Imph-
al, where offensive operations
against enemy road blocks near
the stronghold were reported
“progressing.”

Two hundred miles east of Ko-
hima, Lt. Gen. Joseph W, Still-
well's 22nd and 39th Chinese di-
visions were reported inflicting
casualties on Japanese retreating
from Pumsin, west of the Mog-

nounced today.

aung valley, toward Myitkyina,

i |more than 18,000 Germans.

iSuvastopui under the range of

[two armies captured more than

of crushing the Japanese in nor-| )
thern Burma,” Afterward, he re-|republican

Tension was reported mounting|
in Imphal, about which the Japa-|Spa )
nese have thrown a rough semi- national committee,

Red Army Has |
Sevastopol in
Close Reach

By ROBER MUSEL

United Press Staff Correspondent

LONDON, Apr. 15 (UP)
Red army forces pressing the
enemy's battered remnants into
Sevastopol's “coffin  corner,”
today smashed to within four
miles north of that historic battle-
ground city, while in southeast-
ern Poland other red army units
toppled the German stronghold
of Tarnopol, killing or capturing

With today's additions, the
Russians have killed or captured
approximately 66,500 enemy
troops in the whirlwind cam-
paign of the last eight days which
also has seen them overrun more
than 2.250 towns and villages.

Fifteen Miles In Day

Racing 15 miles down the dusty
peninsula in a single day, units
of General Feodor 1. Tolbukhin's
Fourth Ukrainian army brought

red army light artillery by
hurling the Germans from the
town of Belbek, four miles norti
of Sevastopol. That force also

Russians held under a 250-day

took Belbek station, seven miles| |
north of the prize fort which the|!

siege in 1941-42,
Capture of the town of Lyubi-

miles north of Sevastopol.

A supplementary announce=
ment by the soviet information
bureau meanwhile announced

its campaign

nants of the German Sixth and
Eighth armies which the Rus-

movka put the Russians three|™"

that General Rodion Y. Malin-|7

ovsky's third army, which lib-|:
erated Odessa last Monday, had ||
killed 26,800 Germans and cap-|,
ftured 10,680 during 19 days of| .
ending April 12.|'
Those were the battered rem-|;

sions had driven across the lower
Ukraine from Kikolayev to the|
Dnestr river.

The Moscow broadcast war,
bulletin announced that the two|
soviet armies pounding down the
Crimea—the other is General
Andrei I. Yeremanko' independ-
ent maritime army—had cap-
tured more than 37,000 German
and Romanian troops in the first
week of the campaign ending
Friday. |

In today's fighting the Rus-

wan's crack 17th Indian division sians pressed the Germans back | mail
for smashing its way into the be-to a pocket around Sevastopol ago
d|leagured Indian city “in one uf | ’

of perhaps 200 square miles. The|

60 points today including Shuli,

Adzhubulet, 17 miles north,|
Mamashay, eight north; and Al-|
bat, 17 east-northeast. 1

Keynoting of GOP |
Answered Soon

CHICAGO, Apr. 15 (UP)—The
question of who will keynote the|
national convention |

this summer probably will be an- |
swered next week, Harrison E.|
Spangler, chairman of the GOP{
said tonight.
| Choice of a keynoter, perma-|
|nc~nt and temporary convention|
chairmen, and other personnel]
necessary to run the C(.mt_'lau.'o..l
will be made by the party’s full
committee on arrangements
which will meet here Tuesday
and Wednesday.

Subcommittees on arrange
ments for both the democratic
and republicans met today at the!
Chicago Stadium, the convention |
site, to complete final plans on|
the mechanical features.

The republican convention \.\'1111
open June 26, the democratic, on
July 19.

Over Million for
Sales of Timber

PORTLAND, Ore, Apr. 15.—
(UP)—W. H, Horning, chief for-
|e.ter for the general land office
of the department of the Inte-
rior, announced today total sales|
pr)ice of $130,786 was received
in the sale of 39,915,000 (M)
board feet of timber on 13 tracts

1

of timber on the revested Ore-|
|gon and California €rant lands on |
April 11, '

- L

SPEAKS WITH AUTHORITY
Chairman L. Welch Pogue of
the Civil Aeronautics Board,
who will be guest speaker at
the first annual Aviada ban-
quet at Hotel Last Frontier
Mondar evcning at 7:45,

L L L

o 5. 02770, vriw Will pre-
side today at the first annual
Aviada War Herces luncheon,
to be spread at the Hotel Ne-
vada Biltmore at 12:15,

Commemorating the anniver-
sary of the inauguration of air-
service exactly 18 years
Las Vegas first annual

AVIADA opened thrillingly and
) | brilliantly yesterday for a three- he shown the navy's first-line
toured Cowan's headquarters by |10 5/8 miles east of Sevastopol,!day celebration.
With war skycraft thundering |,

overhead and guns rvoaring on
the streets, the unique fete spon-
sored by the Junior Chamber of
Commerce got off to more than
a flying start.

The morning aerial parade,
saluting the people of the com-
munity for their active and earn-
est part in the war effort, was
a 15-minute show by many
planes of various types from the
Las Vegas army airfield — a
little demonstration of what air-
power means.

Immediately afterward was a
mobile parade announcing the
opening of the exhibition at the
War Memorial building. This
procession included a number of
artillery pieces, with two 50-cali-
ber. machine guns mounted on
turret trucks, firing at intervals
of a few minutes. This parade
moved to BMI at noon for the
benefit of war workers there.

Here They “Took Off"

The official “take-off” was a
luncheon at Hotel ElI Rancho
Vegas, with Robert Griffith as
master of ceremonies—fittingly
so because he was postmaster
here when the first commercial
cargo of airmail was delivered,
and has ever since been an avia-
tion enthusiast, including all its
phases. He has been a material
booster, having operated his own
plane and “fathered” the army
airfield.

There are many local enthusi-|
asts and the toastmaster intro-|

duced such men as Bill Pike, Al
Corradetti, James Down, Sr., A
E. Cahlan, Ernest Cragin, C. P.
Squires, Art Smith, A, C. Grant,
Chet Gilbert, Joe Ronnow, Earl

Rockwell, Harry Austin, Bill
Rockwell, Herb Krause, Bill
Morgan, Cal Liles and J. M. Mur-

phy. It was a happy

= ians; BMI aivcraft parts made of
“Imagnesium, and light-metal parts
“ of enemy equipment captured on
7| battlefields in Africa and else-

{ where: and Las Vegas high school
i students, model planes, aircraft

subjects of public concern,

)| the public without cost during

| there will be an aircraft display

"|flight line apron, between the
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Aviada Opens to Tune
Of Thundering Planes

Program of Aviada Features
Set for Today

and Tomorrow||

With Major Clifford MacFar-
lane, industrial

ter of ceremonies, the exhibition

ast night. Eighty officials par-
introduced, and Major MacFar-
lane presented Mayor E. W,
Cragin as guest speaker.

Displays of great interest are
included in the exhibition, which
Ii.': highlighted by that of the
AAF, arranged by Major Mac-
Farlane, Lieutenant Sturgis
Carne, combat engineer, and
Colone! George Henry and Lieu-
tenant J. T. McCloud, Las Vegas
army airfield. Comprising a part
of this major exhibit are the
motor, fuselage and sections of
the wings of a Jap Zero, shot
down over the south Pacific;
parts of a Messerschmitt 109, cap-
tured German fighter plane;
parts of a P-39; aerial bombs:

captured German field pieces,
and numerous other war tro-
phies,

Others Qutstanding
Other outstanging exhibits are

- |
- & 'those of CAA, depicting the his-

tory of air travel and the possi-

“ =4 'bilities of aviation in future; the

Las Vegas army airfield, ord-
inange, life raft, and other dis-
|pla¥s of special interest to ecivil-

drawings, and other aviation

All these exhibits are open to

the Aviada celebration.
Army Airfield Open

In the interest of the Aviada
and for public benefit the army
airfield will be open today and
Monday from 1 to 4 p. m., and
for ecivilian inspection on the
control tower and civilian air-
port. In the group of combat
and training craft is the famed
[B-17-E, the heavy bomber now
Iblasting enemy territory harder
than ever.

American fighting planes are
represented by P-39 Airacobra,

lend-lease fighter largely used
by Russians against German
tanks.

With the army planes will also

| Douglas divebomber.

The single-engine North Amer-
ican AT-6, two-seat trainer used
|§-11 the airfield for air-to-air firing
|in gunnery training, is there, too.
| PROGRAM ON PAGE FIVE

’Him—ilz Decorates

service office, |/}
ninth service command, as mas-|,

in the War Memorial building |/
was officially opened at 8 o'clock | !

ticipating in the celebration were '

ETINGS TO ALL AVIATION

Fearing further trouble atter a shed

Sink at Least
Five Jap Ships

By DON CASWELL
United Press War Correspondent

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS,
Southwest Pacific, Sunday, Apr.

ers on the northern New Guinea
coast are continuing to push to-

scattered Japanese airfields and
sank at least five small ships, it
was announced today.

despile adverse weather over the
southwest Pacific battle area was
at Rabaul, New Britain, where
Solomons-based Mitchell bomb-
ers, torpedo planes and dive-
bombers unloaded 89 tons of

Thursday, General Douglas Mac-
Arthur's communique reported.
A headquarters spokesman an-
nounced that Australian patrols
on the New Guinea coast contin-
ued to move northward along the
shore of Astrolabe bay, driving
to the Gori river as they move
toward Madang, 16 miles above
captured Bogadjim.

The spokesman said other po-
sitions around Bogadjim remain-
ed unchanged since the Aussies
broke Japanese forces into small
groups when they took the town
without resistance Thursday. He
said the Gori river was a “broad,

to Madang.
Three Thousand Japs Dead
He revealed that the Americans
in the Admiralty islands have

{
|

Three Admirals

PEARL, HARBOR, Apr. 15
| (UP)—Admiral Chester W. Nim-
itz, commander of the Pacific
fleet, today decorated three of
his admirals for distinguished
achievement. They included Ad-
miral Raymond A. Spruance,
commander of the central Pacific
forces and hero of the battle of
Midway.

Spruance, also noted for his
more recent hunts for the Jap-
anese fleet at Truk and Palau,
received the gold star in lieu of
a second distinguished service
medal for “forceful leadership”
in opening the Gilbert islands to
U. S, forces.

Rear Admiral R. C. Giffen,
cruiser division commander, was
awarded the legion of merit for
fighting off determined enemy
attacks while screening carriers
{during an assault on Japanese
shipping and installations by air-
craft.

Rear Admiral John Dale Price,
commander or fleet airwing two,
was given the distinguished fly-
ing cross for conceiving and exe-
cuting four attacks, utilizing Cor-
onado patrol bombers, against
Wake island in support of major
central Pacific operations. Price,
who is credited with neutralizing
Wake, personally participated in
the attacks “with complete disre-

lnow counted 3,000 Japanese dead
rsinr:e the first U. S. landing Feb-
fruary 29. An unestimated num-
'ber of Japanese bodies still are
jundiscovered or were destroyed
{by bombing and shelling, he said.
| "Three enemy coastal vessels
|were sunk off Prittwitz Point,
inorth of Aaitape, as bombers
iranged along the northern coas
land hit the Wewak airdromes of
[But and Dagua with 20 tons of
ibomi:as. Five parked planes were
i.wq.-; visible for 30 miles after the
attack.

Two Japanese cargo ships o
!small size were sunk in the Mapia
|islands of the Dutch East Indies,
the communique reported.

Smashing With Bombs

Other Solomons-based planes
striking . at Japan’s Bismarck
archipelago bases bombed the
Kavieng airdrome on New Ire-
land with 25 tons of bombs, los-
ing two planes to anti-aircraft
fire. Light naval units, presum-
ably P-T boats, destroyed six en-

others in Wide bay, on the New
Britain coast 60 airmiles south-
east of Rabaul.

The Rabaul attack, continuing
the ceaseless south Pacific air of-
fensive through the 10th week,
brought to more than 6,100 tons
the total weight of explosives
dumped on the battered enemy
stronghold since the beginning of

“take-off.” gard of his own personal safety,” February.

(left), Great Meadows, N. J., farmer, yielded to public “protest,” discharged the five Japanese-Ameri

gorers shown with him that he had acquired as “share-croppers” through War

boring farmers formed a committee of 300, announced that if the Japanese workers
arca, the committee would take action.

Allied Airmen | \

16 (UP)—Australian jungle fight- .

ward the large enemy base off’
Madang from captured Bogadjim|:
while allied airmen swept over|!

The heaviest raid carried out|]

bombs on devastated installations),

difficult obstacle” on the routej:

destroyed at Wewak and smoke |

emy barges and damaged twoj

YEA i el b aien
Edward EKowalic

en his farm burned under mysterious circuwmstances,

Authority

not moy

Relocation

were

~Allies Strong
{ On Beachhead
Of Anzio Now

% i\ By ROBERT VERMILLION
“7_ 1| United Press War Correspondent
i| ANZIO BEACHHEAD, Apr. 14
{ (UP)—The allies positions on the
‘|Anzio beachhead are stronger
¢ [than ever 84 days after its found-
¢ |ing. and the Germans, now com-
| pletely on the defensive, have not
the faintest chance to drive us
back into the sea.

Although the establishment of
@h_e: beachhead failed to gain its
initial objectives—the capture of
Rome and entrapment of large
Gevman forces to the south—it
has far exceeded its expectations
as regards the effect on general
European strategy.

e
-

*The primary objective of the
entire Italian campaign is to di-
vert German strength from the
|edstern front and the impending

battle theater of the west.
Ties Up Enemy Forces

The beachhead has tied up
many more enemy divisions than
it was expected to, forcing the
Germans to draw large numbers
of men from the Balkans and
France,.

As a coordinated military oper-
ation by British and American
ground foreces with support from

#tillery, the air and sea. the
beachhead campaign is expected
to go down in mil 'y books as
a classie for staff school studies
all over the world.
The beachhead organization,
built around anti-aircraft defend-
e ers that have shot down 150
?‘_" : ; | German raiders, is a far cry from
PARUPRITORE Jroa R ) the first few days of stur ing
(NEA lelepnuto) and confusion—conditions which

Following bitter fight for ‘Lalasca,,
New Britain, this Marine slings s
rifle on his shouider, kneels (o pray
at village shrine. Signal Corps

are bound to arise in the opening
phase of any amphibi
tion,

Germans' Back Broken

ous opera-

. photo. The allies broke the back of
i the German attacking power
| Fll - back in mid-February when a
Irst SOIdler “p swiftly organized American

t counter-attack ended a truly

serious threat to the beachhead's

For Treason Trial

existence. This counter-blow
was launched . in the darkest

M T - " T 1 ~ 9
OMAHA, Neb.,, Apr 15. UP)—|hour, when six German divisions

Major General Clarence Daniel-|were throwing their weight down

!SOI‘I of the seventh service com- tiw_ Anzio road with determi-
: S | nation to crash through to the
lmand tonight designated a gen ey

1'&1‘3.1 court to serve on the first
occasion in U. S. history that an

American soldier will be tried,

Only once since then have the
Germans attempted to attack,
on February 29 between Carro-

on a charge equivalent to treason. |ceto and Cisterna when the
! The defendant, Private Dale H. ! enemy sent out small assault
lM“””' is charged with deserting | forces which were slaughtered
from Camp Hale, Colorado, and by American artillerymen, rifle-
Ia.iding two German prisoners of Men and machine-gunners,
war to escape. They were cap-| {
tured 11‘1i Mexico February 18 and a -
returned to camp while Maple A P I tn
was held at Fort Leavenworth, rmy l o les
Kansas, to await trial. |

Specific charges against Maple I PI c h
are violation of the 538th article, n ane ras
of war which penalizes desertion| KLAMATH FALLS, Ore., Apr.
and the 81st article which covers|15 (UP)—An army plane from
“relieving, corresponding with, or Lemoore Field, California, crash-
aiding the enemy.” ed near the remote Lake of the

The latter charge, Danielsonlwoods country, killing the army
said, 1s equivalent to treason. The |pilot and injuring his passenger,
death penalty Is possible under navy hospital oificials announced
both charges, today.




