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VIRGINIA CITY 

Thousands of people including an 

important element of Hollywood are 

in the famous old mining camp of 

Virginia City today to celebrate the 

perpetuation of the city on the 

Comstock Lode in a great motion 

picture, “Virginia City." 
The old town will be alive again 

today, revived for the purpose of 

entertaining the crowds who are 

I thronging both Virginia City and 
*Reno. The old resorts are restored 
to something like their original life 

and. so far as the casual visitor can 

tell, will be just as they were in 

the great days of the Bonanza 

Kings. 
Yet I am sure they will not be 

a;le to revive the nospitable spirit 
which survived in the camp even 

as late as 30 years ago, when I made, 
not my first visit but my most 

interesting visit to Virginia City. 
Some of my readers may remem- 

ber that rare character, Con Ahearn 
who in those days was something 
of a politician. It was July 2, 1910, 
I think when I took the train. 
drawn by the little brass-irimmea 

locomotives of the Virginia & 

Truckee railroad, at Carson City and 
rode to Virginia City in response 
to the invitation of Con Aheam. I 

had just arrived in' Carson the day 
before, clad in my light grey suit, 
»VDs and straw hat, suitable to 
he summer climate of Las Vegas. 
Vhen I took the train in Carson 

yity, the day was pleasant. But 
/hen I got off at Virginia City 
here was a driving snow storm, a 

egular blizzard and colder than 
Greenland. 
I stood on the platform in the 

ipen with snow pelting me in the 
face, looking for some conveyance 
to take me up town, when up came 

Con with an over coat, which he 

put on me. and an umbrella. We 
walked through the slush the sev- 

eral blocks to Con's Crystal Bar, 

l where _a good di'ipk set our blood to 

circulating and then sat down to 
a bang-up dinner which Con had 

arranged for me and a few of the 
choice spirits of the camp. 

Following the dinner I was taken 
to the old Con-Virginia shaft and 
allowed to go under ground. The 
shaft was then equipped with the 

ponderous machinery and hoist- 
ing wo-ks which had ueen in use 

since the Ws and which had been 
used by all the bonanza kings and 
which carried President U. S. Grant 
and party on his notable visit to 
the camp. 

The great hoisting works dropped 
us at the rate of better than 1000 
feet per minute to the 1600 foot 
level. There was a great chamber 
hewn out of the solid rock, filled 
with powerful machinery which 

'pumped water from the 2000-foot 
level to the Sutro tunnel, which 
drained the mines. 

Then we were dropped 400 feet 
more to the 2000 level where we 

saw the sumps from which the 
water (almost boiling hot) was 

pumped. 
Going along this drift for 

about a quarter of a mile we 

came to another shaft or winze 
where we entered the cage of a 

small hoist and were dropped to the 
2450-foot level. On this level we 

saw many of the white rats which 
Infest the entire workings. Follow- 

ing the drift for some distance we 

came to the face of the drift where 
the power drills were working with 
a terrible din. 

The heat was terrific and the 

water streaming from the roof of the 

tunnel in many places was scalding 
hot so that the heavy rubber boots 

and slicker in which we were at- 

tired were very necessary for our 

protection. 
The power hammers were manned 

by two men each, working fifteen 
minute shifts, so that it required 
eight men to carry on the work 
on that face. A hundred feet or 

more back of the face were a cou- 

ple of big tubs filled with ice and 
water. When coming off their fif- 
teen-minute shifts the men would 
thrust their heads and aims into 
the ice water and splash it over 

their bodies. It appeared rather 

rigorous but, almost unable to stand 

longer because of the Intense heat 
and stifling steam, I tried it my- 
self and found it refreshing and 

pleasant. 
At that time the operators of the 

property believed they could open 
new bodies of bonanza ore on the 
2450-foot level, but the hot water 
and the terriffic heat made oper- 
ation so difficult and expensive that 
the effort was given up. 

The great hoisting works of the 

Con-Virginia shaft were long ago 
given over to 4he junk heap and 

only recently the shaft was burned 
and utterly destroyed, the timber- 

ing being burned out of it so that 
it will probably never be used again. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

NOBLES OF MYSTIC SHRINE 
FROM ALL PARTS OF WEST PLAN 
CARAVAN TO BOULDER DAM 

Nobles of the Mystic Shrine to 
the number of between 1600 and 
2000 will invade Boulder City and 
Las Vegas Sunday, April 7. with 
all the colorful paraphanalia and 

ceremony for which the order is 
noted, including the famous A1 
Malaikah Shrine band and other 
uniformed bodies. 

The caravans coming for the pur- 

pose of adding the majesty of Boul- 
der Dam, Lake Mead and the color- 
ful mountains surrounding them, to 
the ceremonial to be held by A1 
Malaikah Temple in Los Angeles 
the afternoon of Saturday. April 6. 

Shriners from all over the west 
are planning to make the pilgrim- 
age to what promises to be the most 
georgous spectacle ever staged by 
the Shrine in this section with the 
exception, perhaps, of the greatest 
spectacle in the history of the 
Shrine when mere than six thous- 
and Nobles assembled in the depths 
of Black Canyon at the up-stream 
face of the nearly completed dam at 

midnight to perform the colorful 
rites of the order. 

Nobles who were fortunate enough 
to witness that ceremonial in 1934 

carry with them indescribable mem- 

ories which will remain with them 
through life. Those who are for- 
tunate enough to be present at the 
dramatic meeting at eleven o’clock 
Sunday morning, April 7. 1940. will 
likewise carry with them a picture 
the like of which can be seen no- 

where else on earth. 
The ceremonies will be held on 

the great terrace near the north 
and of the Arizona spillway, accord- 
ing to present plans, with the Shrin- 
ers looking out over the majestic 
surroundings at the Dam. the gi- 
gantic intake towers, the spillway 
and the deep waters cf the lake. 

Already word has come that six 
special trains will bring the Nobles 
from Los Angeles and southern Cal- 
ifornia. Another special will bring 
a, great throng from Sacramento, 
Stockton.-Fresuo atul~the Sail.Fran.-, 
cisco Bay cities. 

Plans are being perfected for 
either a special train or special 
Pullman cars attached to the reg- 
ular trains, from Salt Lake City 
and Ogden. Word comes that an 

automobile caravan from Phoenix 
and other Arizona points will come 

in through the Arizona gateway. 
In addition to these -there will be 
hundreds traveling by motorbus -and 

private automobiles, including, it is 

hoped, a large delegation from 
Kerak Temple at Reno. 

Members of the Boulder-Vegas 
Shrine Club met Monday evening 
for dinner at the 91 club, and made 
plans to assist in entertaining the 
visitors and to provide them with 
necessary automobile transportation. 

The special trains will go direct 
to Boulder City the first arriving 
at 7:00 a.m., Sunday, April 7, and 
the others following at ten minute 
intervals until all are in. At the 
Boulder City depot six of the Union 
Pacific motor busses will be press- 
ed into service to take the visiting 
Nobles to breakfast. It is estimated 
that it will be necessary to have at 
least sixty-five private automobiles 
with drivers to assist in the trans- 

portation. 
Following breakfast the serving of 

which may require two hours, the 
visitors will be taken by bus and 
automobile to the dam and the 
scene of the ceremonial, which is 
set for eleven o’clock a.m. As soon 

as the ceremonial is concluded, the 
Shriners will be brought by train, 
bus and automobile, to Las Vegas. 

The famous band of A1 Malaikah 
Temple will give a band concert 
at the court house for the benefit 
of the public, probably about 2:30, 
following which the Shriners will 
be shown the interesting features 
of Las Vegas and entertained by 
local Shriners until the special 
trains leave late in the evening. 

At the 91 Club dinner Monday 
evening twenty members of the lo- 

cal Shrine Club with President How- 
ell Garrison presiding, discussed the 
details of entertainment and com- 

mittees were appointed by the pres- 
ident as follows: 

Permanent committee on enter- 
tainment—Noble J. R. McDaniel, 
chairman; Elmer Mikkelsen and W. 
B. Mundy, representing Las Vegas; 
Paul Webb, Bob Ferguson. George 
Clark and R. E. Middaugh, repre- 
senting Boulder City. 

General chairman of transporta- 
tion—Oliver Goerman, secretary of 
the Chamber of Commerce, with as- 

sistants appointed to interview other 
service organizations as follows: 

Ed Von Tobel, Lions Clue; C. P. 

Squires, Las Vegas Rotary Club; 
Boa Ferguson and Paul Webb, Boul- 
der City Rotary Club; Oliver Goer- 
man, Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and Lions Club. 

It is the belief of all those in 
touch with the situation that the 
proposed caravan will be one of 
the most notable parties ever to 

I visit this section and an appeal is 
made to the general public not only 
to provide cars but to assist in the 
entertainment in every way possible. 

This will be the first of several 
large gatherings scheduled for this 
spring, others being the Rotary 
Conference of the 107th district, 
600 to 1000 delegates. April 14, 15, 
16: Footprinters’ Convention, 1000 
delegates, May 2, 3, 4; Helldorado 
Celebration, May 16, 17, 18. 

It is considered very necessary to 
make each of these events attractive 
and entertaining to visitors in order 
that the reputation of Boulder City 
and Las Vegas for hospitality may 
not suffer and detract from the suc- 

cess of future events. 
A delegation of local Shriners 

headed by Nobel Howell A. Garrison 
Elmer Mikkelsen, Fred Reim, Paul 
Webb and Bob Ferguson, will go to 
Los Angeles and return with the 
caravan as a special welcoming com- 

mittee. 

LDS Conference 
Set For Sunday 
In Bunkerville 

Richard R. Lyman, one of the 
Twelve Apostles of the LDS church 
will represent the church council 
and will be the principal speaker 
at the Mcapa stake conference 
which will meet in Bunkerville 
Sunday, March 17th. 

Richard Lyman is a most dis- 
tinguished gentleman and is the 
grandson of Amasa Lyman who 
witn Charles Rich made the long 
journey with five hundred follow- 
ers under the guidance of Jefferson 
Hunt. They made the purchase of 
the Lugo ranch just south of Cajon 
Pass and founded the City of San 
Bernardino. While the negotiations 
were being made the families lived 
Irt the pass and motorists may call 
to mind the monument to the Pio- 
neers which stands there and which 
bears the names of Hunt, Lyman 
and Rich. 

Johnson W. White, has been ap- 
pointed as Bishop of the North Las 
Vegas ward with James Christensen 
and Tom Adams as counsellors and 
William D. Whipple as clerk. 

The North Las Vegas ward has 
just been created. It is a ruling in 
the LDS church that when a ward 
reaches a certain membership an- 

other one is created to care for the 
overflow. The Las Vegas church 
on Ninth street has reached that 
number hence the formation of the 
North Las Vegas ward. 

Bryan L. Bunker is president of 
the Moapa stake, while Berkeley 
Bunker is Bishop of the Las Vegas 
ward and Johnson E. White of the 
North Las Vegas ward. 

Death Comes To 
Vegas Pioneer 

Mrs. Rose Henderson wife of A. S. 
Henderson passed into life eternal 
Tuesday morning at 6:30 after a 

long illness. Her husband and two 

daughters, Mrs. Reginald Pegram 
and Mrs. Raymond Doll, with their 
husbands and the young son of 
Mrs. Pegram. Bertie Farrow, were 

at her bedside when the end came. 

Mrs. Henderson had been in poor 
health for several years but on Feb- 
ruary 10th, she suffered a stroke 
of paralysis and has been gradually 
failing since until death came as a 

welcome relief from suffering. 
Mrs. Henderson was born to Mr. 

and Mrs. James Wadsworth in Pa- 
naca, Nov, 8, 1877 and had spent 
her entire life in Nevada. Two 
brothers and two sisters had al- 
ready passed away. She is survived 
by three sisters, Mrs. C. C. Ron- 
now, Mrs. O. K. Adcock and M!rs. 
Sina Norris, all of Las Vegas. 

Mrs. Henderson was a woman of 
character and charm and had con- 

tributed much to the social life of | 
the community. She was devoted 
to her home and to the welfare of 
her family and was a staunch mem- 

ber of the LDS church. 
The family came to Las Vegas 

from Eureka, Nevada in 1910 when 
[ Mr. Henderson became superinten- 
dent of the local schools. 

Funeral services were held in the 
LDS church Thursday afternoon 
and interment was made in Wood- 
lawn cemetery. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
MEMBERS ELECTED 

The Pilot Sea Food Grotto, First 
and Fremont streets, was elected 
to membership in the Chamber of 
Commerce Tuesday by unanimous 
vote. Tire application of B. M. Hillis 
Commercial Credit Co., was received 
and referred to the membership 
committee 

ST. PATRICK’S DANCE 
AT ELK S CLUB 

The annual St. Patrick’s dance 
and card party will be held this 

evening in the Elk’s Cltfb at nine 
o'clock. This annual affair is spon- 
sored by the women of St. Joan of 
Arc Catholic church. 

RETURNS HOME 
Mrs. Richard Carville and little 

daughter, who have been guests at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs Ivan 

Pinjuv have returned to their iuome 
in Carson City. 

Rotarians Honor 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Rev. Fr. Lam'oe was *he program 
chairman at Thursday's meeting Of 
Las Vegas Rotary Club and made 
the occasion a real St. Patrick’s 

Day celebration. 
First on the program were a 

group of Irish musical numbers 

given with excellent effect by Pete 
Allen, vocalist, Claude Denny, vio- 
lin and Bob Musser. piano. 

Fr. Lambe, delivered a most in- 

teresting and appropriate address, 

sketching briefly the history of the 
Irish race from earliest times. lie 
said, in part: 

“Two thousand years ago Julius 
Caesar said that the Iirsh were 

great talkers and great fighters. 
The same seems to be true today. 
There are between thirty million 
and fifty million people in the Uni- 
ted States with Irish blood in their 
veins. 

“In 1803, Ireland had little or np 
representation in the British Par- 
liament and this brought on a re- 

bellion in protest ruling two coun- 

tries by one parliament, under lead- 
ership of Robert Emmett. Another 
rebellion followed in 1848. It Is a 

tragic thing to read of a people 
who had to fight 900 years for the|r 
freedom. 

“It is said that ‘when St. Pat- 
rick’s Day falls on Sunday as it 
does this year there will be great 
changes in the world.’ There was a 

great disaster in 1847 — a great 
famine during which one million 
died of starvation. The following 
-fifty years more than three naiLX> 
lion Irish left Ireland and settled 
in America. Many of them fought 
in the Civil War. They had great 
hatred against England because 
they had been forced to leave their 
native land. 

“They looked for help in the Uni- 
ted States and the Fenian Rebel- 
lion movement was started in 1867. 
The cause of the great emigration 
was the unjust laws, especially the 
system of ‘tenants at will’ under 
which the people worked their 
farms. The landlords lived in Lon- 
don and their agents ground the 

people down until they could not 
afford to eat the good products they 
raised on the farms, but had to sell 
it to pay their rent. 

“Charles Stewart Parnell was an 

Irish leader who was half American. 
By his own will power he brought 
about the passage of the ‘land pur- 
chase’ act by Parliament, under 
which the Irish now own their own 

farms. 
“DeValera, president of the Irish 

Republic, is the only head of a 

Foreign government born in the 
United States. We hope that the 
Irish will soon have the complete 
right to work out their own des- 
tiny.” 

Thank City Board 
For Illumination 

The splendid cooperation of the 
Mayer and City Commissioners and 
City Electrician in illuminating Fre- 

| mont street last week end, was call- 
ed to the attention of the Chamber 
of Commerce last Tuesday. “The 
City is to be complimented for the 
splendid showing,’’ Mr. Luce de- 
clared. 

Mr. Luce suggested that it would 
be well worth while to make such 
illumination a permanent feature 
of the city streets, even to increas- 
ing the size of the many lamps 
strung across the street. The bril- 
liant lighting is proof that Las Vegas 
has cheap Boulder Dam power and 
is excellent advertising, Ma. Luce 
said. 

A motion made by Mr. Luce ex- 

pressing appreciation of the Cham- 
ber of the street lighting display 
was passed by unanimous vote. 

Business Closing 
On Good Friday 

Rev. Ford Gilbert at Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, asked that, in accordance 
with the custom established, all 
stores, bars, casinos and other busi- 
ness activities be closed on the af- 
ternoon of Good Friday. 

He expressed appreciation of the 
manner in which all business houses 
complied with his request last year. 

ENTERTAINS “PAN” 
CLUB 

Mrs. R. R. Myers was a charming 
hostess to her pan club Wednesday 
when she entertained with a one 

o'clock luncheon at her home, 225 
South Sixth street. The members 
attending included Mesdames C. W. 

Woodbury, Forest R. Mildren, R. R. 
Russell, A. W. Ham. Ryland Taylor, 
Roscoe Thomas, Arthur Brick and 
the hostess. 

Bud Doherty Wins 
Cedar City Races 

Charles S. Doherty, business man- 

I ager of Las Vegas Age. won first 
honors in both the slalom and down 
hill events at the Cedar City Ski 
Meet last Sunday. 

Louis Wells and Doherty were the 

representatives of the Desert Ski 
Club at the Cedar City meet. There 
were thirty contestants in the vari- 
ous events, Louis Wells taking 
fourth place in the slalom and fifth 
in the down hill events. 

Approximately 150 ski enthusi- 
asts gathered at the ski course in 
Cedar Canyon it is reported. In- 
terest was expressed by the Cedar 
City folks in forming a Utah- 
Southern Nevada organization for 
promoting winter sports next year. 

LEAVES ON OFFICIAL 
VISITS 

Mr. and Mrs. James Farndale 
left Friday morning for Fallon and 
Yerington where Mr. Farndale, as 

head of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars will make his official visits. 

IN LOS ANGELES 
Mrs. Lloyd Payne and little 

daughter are spending a few days 
in Los Angeles. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
BANQUET CELEBRATES CITY 
BIRTHDAY TONIGHT 

The annual banquet of the Las 

Vegas Chamber of Commerce held 
in conjunction with the celebration 
of the anniversary of the passing 
of the city charter by the legisla- 
ture, March 16, 1911 and its ap- 

proval by Governor Oddie, March 
17, 1911, promises to be an interest- 
ing event not alone from a histor- 
ical and civic standpoint, but as a 

gala social event, according to 

President Bob Kaltenborn of Las 

Vegas Chamber of Commerce. 

In addition to the Chamber of 
Commerce members, Mayor John 
Russell and members of the board 
of city commissioners and other 
city and county officials will be 
present to review the past, plan 
for the future and enjoy the elo- 
quence of noted speakers. 

Furthermore, the ladies have been 
invited and assured that there will 
be plenty of music and dancing to 
insure the gala character of the 
evening. 

CALENDAR OF COMING EVENTS IN LAS VEGAS 

March 16—Annual Banquet Chamber of Commerce and 
Celebration of City's 29th Birthday. 

March 30—Dedication Masonic Temple by Grand Mas- 
ter Carlson. 

April 7—Shriners Pilgrimage to Boulder Dam, sponsored 
by A1 Malaikah Temple of Los Angeles. Delega- 
tions expected from Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
San Diego, Phoenix and Salt Lake City in 
special trains leaving April 6 and arriving here 
the morning of Sunday, April 7. 1600 Shriners 
expected. 

April 12—Jefferson Day banquet of Young Democrats. 

April 14, 15, 16—Rotary Convention 107th District of Ro- 
tary. (600 to 1,000 visitors expected.) 

May 2, 3, 4—Footprinter’s Convention. (One thousand 
delegates). 

May'16, 17, 18—Annual Helldorado and Rodeo (Las Ve- 
gas’ most thrilling event). 

L. P. KIMBALL 
DIES IN BEATTY 

L. P. Kimball of Beatty died Mon- 
day evening. 

Mr. Kimball and his wife will be 
remembered pleasantly by many of 
the Vegas pioneers as he was here 
frequently when he drove a stage 
from Vegas to Beatty. For years he 
lived on a ranch at Springdale, a 

few miles from Beatty but in later 
years has resided in the town where 
he served as justice of the peace. 

Mrs. Kimball died in 1939. 

Chamber Studies 
Many Problems 

The meeting of Las Vegas Cham- 
ber of Commerce Tuesday noon un- 

der direction of President Bob Kal- 
tenborn. presented food for serious 
thought along several lines, first of 
which was a letter from Senator 
McOarran, suggesting that the 
Chamber give careful study to the 
proposal to take the Boulder Dam- 
Lake Mead recreational area away 
from the control of the Reclamation 
service and make it a part of the 
National Park system. 

A letter from Congressman J. G. 
Scrugham was read, as follows: 

"I note from a recent issue of the 
Las Vegas paper that you have be- 
fore you a proposal to convert the 
Boulder Dam area into a National! 
Park, and the intimation that a 

half million dollars will be spent 
thereon. 

“In my opinion, if any such bill 
is introduced before the House it 
would be defeated and would prob- 
ably result in a cessation of the 
very substantial support now given 
the Boulder Dam recreational area.” 

Congressman Scrugham also pro- 
tested to James J. McEntee. direc- 
tor of CCC at Washington, pro- 
testing against dropping the CCC 

camp at Las Vegas on the ground 
that this camp is very new and its 

projects very incomplete. 
“If outs must be made, said 

Scrugham, “I suggest that some of 
the long established camps in other 
states be dropped first.” 

The secretary suggested that in 
all cases where solicitors from out 

of town are seeking patronage, a 

check-up be made by calling the 
Chamber of Commerce office. There 
are many rackets being worked and 

great care should be taken to sepa- 
rate the meritorious propositions 
from the frauds. 

Bob Griffith, discussing the fu- 

ture of aviation in this region, said: 
“We are definitely on the map in 

air transportation," and he read 

portions of an article from the New 
York Sun showing that Las Vegas 
is one of the permanently establish- 
ed routes. 

Wes Houck following the subject, 
declared that “the Las Vegas area 

has everything necessary for suc- 

cessful development of air business." 
He cited instances where concerns 

in the east are coming to the west 

seeking trained men. such as the 
local ground school is preparing. 

Tim Harnedy called attention to 

the career of Charlie Lodwick who 

graduated from Las Vegas high 
school three years ago, brought a 

small plane and trained to be an in- 

structor. He was hired by the Tex- 
aco Oil company and sent to Co- 
lumbia, South America as a pilot, 
recently came back to the U.S., mar- 

ried and is now back in Columbia 

drawing $385 per month. 
County Commissioner George T. 

Hanson who was present, and his 

fellow members on the board were 

given a vote of thanks and appre- 
ciation for setting the rate of 8 
cents for general publicity in the 
tax budget for 1941. 

A. H. Harnngton of the Board oi 

Education, explained that the rate 
of 35 cents per $100 placed by the 
board for high school purposes, was 

necessary to prevent the loss of re- 

lief funds, which are now allocated. 
J. H. Wittwer called attention to 

the work being done on flood con- 

trol projects for Moapa Valley and 
asked that members of the Chamber 
visit the $20,000 flood control spill- 
way works being constructed in 
Meadow Valley Wash. He suggested 
that every effort be made to retain 
the CCC camp near Overton until 
the project is completed. 

Murray Wollman, chairman ot 
the publicity committee called at- 

tention to the publicity this area is 

receiving through the desert wild 
flower booklet of Richfield Oil Com- 

pany. 
He also expressed the apprecia- 

tion of the Chamber for the many 
things the Union Pacific has done 
the past year to promote travel to 
Las Vegas, especially the bringing 
here of many newspaper writers 
and photographers last week 

RETURN HOME 
Mrs. C. C. Beyer, Miss Alice Do- 

herty and Miss Frances Batte re- 

turned to their home in Ely Sun- 
day after attending the Sigma Beta 
Phi convention. They were accom- 

panied by Mrs. W. E. Perron who 
will visit the Boyers in Ely and at- 
tend the premiere of “Virginia City” 
in Virginia City today. 

INCORPORATION OF LAS VEGAS 
DIRECT RESULT OF ACTIVITIES 
OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(By Charles P. Squires) 
The following rather brief and incomplete account of 

events leading directly to the organization of the present 
efficient Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce and the Incor- 
poration of the City of Las Vegas, is written on the occasion 
of the joint Annual Banquet of the Chamber and the cele- 
bration of the birthday of the city, so that the history of 
these accomplishments shall not be entirely lost. 

The history of the City of Las 
Vegas is inseparably connected with 
that of the Las Vegas Chamber of 
Commerce, and incorporation of the 
city was brought about as the di- 
rect result of the work of the busi- 
ness men who realized the necessity 
of an organization through which 
to work. 

On the evening of June 2. 1905. 
a meeting of the citizens of the 
new town was held to consider san- 

itary measures and other things of 
interest to Las Vegas. At a meet- 

ing of about 300 citizens a commit- 
tee was chosen to make recom- 

mendations, with John Eisenhart. 
Dr. M. J. Davis, C P. Squires. 
Charles McCabe and W. E. Hawkins 
as members. They created the Las 
Vegas Sanitary Committee which 
immediately took up the matter of 
authority to act with the board of 
county commissioners at Pioche. In 

the meantime the committee had 
no legal standing or authority un- 

der the law. There was but little 
law in Las Vegas and practically no 

means of enforcing what there was. 

The county seat being 150 miles 
away the men of this raw. new 

town agreed upon sanitary regula- 
tions and in the face of some pro- 
tests and objections, enforced those 
regulations rigorously and without 
favor, thereby saving the town from 
a threatened epidemic which, once 

started, would have brought dis- 
aster to the community. 

About a month later the group 
which organized the Sanitary Com- 

mittee sensed the necessity of ex- 

tending the scope of the organiza- 
tion to include all civic matters and 
the Las Vegas Board of Trade, was 

organized. On July 6 a committee 
■was appointed to report on plans of 
organization, consisting cf the fol- 
lowing: N. A. Kuhn. A. Russell 
Crowell. John S. Park. Fred L. Fal- 
las, Hugh Percy, Frank Clark, Judge 
Brennan. C. P. Squires, H. M. Full- 
mer, John Eisenhart and Mr Sev- 
ier. 

The committee reported at a 

meeting July 9. N. A. Kuhn was 

elected president and standing com- 

mittees appointed. Among the mat- 

ters discussed at that meeting were 

promotion, transportation, fire pro- 
tection. the establishment of public 
schools, and the adoption of one 

standard time instead of being in 
a state of confusion on account of 
the use of both Mountain and Pa- 
cific times. We had the entire prob- 
lem of creating and maintaining a 

new community thrown into our 

laps, with the unknown staring us 

soberly in the face. 
The Board of Trade functioned 

with reasonable efficiency until the 
need of a new organization on lines 
a little different was felt and then 
the '‘Boosters Club." one of the di- 
rect ancestors of the present Cham- 
ber of Commerce was organized by 
approximately the same group. 

The publicity put out by the 
"Boosters Club" sounds, after more 

than thirty years, as if it were an 

appeal by President Bob Kalten- 
born or Secretary Oliver Goerman 
to the Las Vegas businessmen of 
this year 1940. I quote: 

"The businessmen are waking up 
to the fact that a new era of pro- 
gress is at hand. This section has 
wonderful natural resources which 
must be made known to the world 
in order to be developed. Men and 
money are ready for the opportun- 
ities we can offer did we but make 
them known. 

“To encourage new- industries; to 
make known the advantages of our 

soil, climate and artesian water; to 

call attention to the mineral riches 
in the surrounding mountains; in 
short, to “Boost Vegas" to the posi- 
tion that should be hers as a mining 
and commercial center is the object 
of the proposed organization." 

A vital civic organization for the 
advancement of Las Vegas was the 
“County Division Club," which car- 
ried on the fight which brought 
about the creation of Clark county 
out of a portion of Lincoln county 
and the establishment of the county 
seat of the new county at Las Vegas. 
In this connection it is interesting 
to recall that during this period, the 
"Clark County Court House." cost- 

ing $1,818, nowr the city library build- 
ing was constructed and donated to 
the county by Las Vegas business- 
men in carrying out the promise 
they had made during the county 
division campaign, to provide quar- 
ters for the officers of the new 

county for five years, without any 
cost to the county, or course we 

had to celebrate, and I quote again 
from the Las Vegas Age 

"As the final and crowning glory 
of the splendid work already ac- 

complished. the executive committee 
of the County Division Club has 
consented to take change of the 
celebration of the Fourth of July 
.vith the full intention of making 
it a hummer. The big time will 
come off Monday, July the fifth 
(1909i. On this day the newly ap- 
pointed officials of Clark county 
will be initiated into office by new 

and novel methods not yet devised. 
The birth of the Nation and the 
birth of Clark county appeal strong- 
ly to the patriotic sentiments of our 

people.” 
So it came about that Clark 

county came into being with a freat 
celebration, music, fireworks a.id 
special trains and everything. The 
Conuty Commissioners were W. F. 

Hawkins. Las Vegas; S. H. Wells. 
Muddy Valley: W. H. Bradley, 
Searchlight. Officers of the new' 

county were: 
Sheriff — Chas C Corkhill, Las 

Vegas. 
Recorder and Auditor — Frank 

Clayton. Searchlight. 
Clerk—Harley Harmon. Las Vegas. 
Assessor — W. J. McBurney. Mud- 

dy Valley. 
Treasurer — Ed. W. Clark. Las 

Vegas. 
District Attorney — W R. Thom- 

as. Las Vegas. 
County Surveyor — C. E. Mc- 

Carthy, Goodsprings. 
Public Administrator — Chas Ire- 

land. Las Vegas. 
Now we go b.vck a short time to 

note the formation of the third 
civic body whicn reel a powerful 
influence'in'1 directing the public af- 
fairs of Las Vegas. 

The evening of March 6, 1909. 

about fifty citizens met at "The 
Opera House' and appointed a com- 

mittee consisting of K W. Griffith. 
W. R. Thomas. M. S Beal. M. C. 
Thomas nd Frank Clark to present 
a plan for organization On the 
evening of March 13 the committer 
reported and the re] art at 

cepted. The name \va ba, /eg vs 

Promotion Society" an a lieti later 
the slogan "Nothing o Sell ’’ was 

adopted and always ised i con- 
nection with the name. 

The purposes ser out err a 

follow's; 
"Its proposed purpose is the pro- 

motion of all legitimate business en- 

terprises in Southern Nevada, in 
Clark Count} and Las Vegas 
and to that end will i rush -eliable 
information as to tb natural re 

sources and business a rtunitie: 
the territory tributarj Las Vera. 
Will by all legitima means 'alt 
the attention of perso and corpor- 
ations to irrigation ; ject;., water 

power opportunities, economic man- 

ufacturing. mining, farming and 
other opportunities for development; 
as well as to climatic conditions 
in the territory known as Clark 
County. And will foster, aid and 
encourage tre>' planting, parks, the 
preservation of fish and game, land- 
scape garde a,, legitimate sports, 
exhibitions, health and pleasure re- 

sorts. and any and every follow- 
ing. callin nd profession tending 
to the hear happiness and pros- 
perity of all within its sphere of 
influence And may receive contri- 
butions for the purpose for which 
it is formed. Membership is what- 
ever sum applicant may contribute. 

"This corporation is organized 
without capital stock and not for 
profit.” 

Officers elected for the first year 
were: W. R. Thomas, president; M. 
S Beal, sec.etary; Firs* State Bank, 
treasurer; Directors, J. M. Heaton, 
E. W. Griffith. W. R. Thomas, F. A. 
Clark, A. N. Pauff. Peter Buol and 
M. S. Beal. 

That same week engineers were 

busy setting stakes preparatory to 

beginning construction of the mil- 
lion dollar shop plant undertaken 
by the San Pedro. Los Angeles & 
Salt Lake railroad. The next week 
there were 120 men on the job. 

Now we ere approaching the im- 
pelling reason for the creation of the 
City of Las Vegas. 

On the third of May, 1909, before 
Clark county had been organized, 
franchise was granted oy the county 
commissioners of Lincoln county to 
P. J. Siebert, to build a sewerage 
system in the unincorporated town 
of Las Vegas 

The Age of the following week 
(May 22. 1909» voiced dissatisfaction 
with the stiuation, saying in part: 

"In a matter so vitally affecting 
the future of Las Vegas as the 

(Continued on page 4) 


