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A HUNDRED CHILDREN DEAD, hundreds more in hospitals
ind homes, moaning with pain, disfigured and, m of
them, helpless wrecks for the remainder of their lives—these
are horrors Las Vegas hopes to avoid.

By the grace of God. rather than by the
we have so far escaped a holocaust with its
vertising.”” That is not the kind of adverti
ber of Commerct Yet, unless fire hazards
our school build , are removed. a major disaster
table. It may not be today or tomorrow, but it will
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ve known for years of the hazards of some
of our older buildings and an occasional warning has been
sounded by individuals. Now. through the report of Las Ve-
gas Volunteer Fire Department in which a committee of the

Chamber of Commerce cooperated. we have the definite de-
tails with recommendations of means to remedy the defects
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The men of the fire department,
fine service. have never performed a work
than in making its survey and report on fire hazards in our
school buildings. It will cost considerable money to carry
out the recommendations. to be sure, but in these days when
throwing away money on silly and useless projects is glori-
fied. it surely is possible to finance the major demands with-
out delay. the lesser ones as it becomes more convenient, of
this essential service

The board of education has had difficulty in finding the
money to carry on the many side lines of school ac-
tivities, it is true. The growth of population has been con-
siderable anad the demands for t. It
possibly. be wise to curtail school activities for
a year and devote those funds to safety meas
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THE GENERAL HOSPITAL, estabdlishment of
nection with now existing county

of such importance tc ev citizen that guestion
should be brought out from behind closed doors and submit

ted to the most careful scrutiny

If the personal views of the Editor of The Age were con-
sulted alone, the immediate response would be that existing
private hospitals, the Las Vegas Hospital and the Mildren
Clinic are offering our citizens a very high type of medical
and surgical service, above the average in hospitalization
.service. The finest of equipment and care are provided for
the patients of these two institutions. The owners pay large
sums in taxes, have large investments and provide employ-
ment for a considerable number of people. Certainly such
institutions should be amply protected and encouraged. It
was not long ago that Las Vegas was suffering for lack of
adeguate hospital accommodations and the advent of the
new instiutions was hailed as important steps forward for
«Lias Vegas. During all the years when the county was unable
more than provide for an incomplete hospital
service for indigents, the private institutions afforded the
people of the city and county the best of health service, How-
ever, after conversations with many of our people we find
that there are two sides to this question

It is claimed with truth that the majority of
of Clark county are unable to afford the expense of private
hospitalization. Neither do they wish to be classed as indi-
gents. Unexpected illness in many of our families often
means that they must either mortgage their future for yvears
in advance, or take the dreaded. un-American step of swear-
ing that they are paupers

A further argument is made, that I'J&r.ar'-.na Uesiring the
services of their own family physician who may not be con-
nected with existing private hospitals must either change
physicians or be deprived of hospital services. Should we
persist in a policy which must inevitably result in death or
unnecessary suffering?

In a number of the counties of the state General Hos-
pitals are maintained efficiently, offering hospitalization at
low cost. Such hospitals are open to all physicians and sur-
geons in the coui.ty. In some of the counties the appoint-
ment as county physician rotates among the doctors of the
county with changes every six months or at longer intervals.
The success of any hospital from a health standpoint or fi-
nancially of course depends upon the manner in which they
are operated.

Las Vegas has an unusually competent supply of phy-
sicians and surgeons both in private hospitals and outside of
them. Perhaps the proposal made by a group of them may
provide a happy solution for the problem. In the noble pro-
fession of medicine emulation rather than competition will
assure that each physician shall take pride in the conduct
of the General Hospital and give to it his best knowledge
and most conscientious efforts. Under such an arrangement,
with all physicians welcome to take their patients there, the
General Hospital could provide a high type of hospitalization
at moderate prices and at the same time reduce the cost to
the county of operating the hospital. The plan is well worth
consideration.

The great objection to the operation of a general hos-
pital by the county is the danger of its becoming a political
football, kicked about from one management to another,
each bent on obtaining all possible political graft in one way
o- another. If such can be avoided here, the general hospital
plan will provide very great benefits for the large number
of people of small means and will result in little or no loss
of business to private institutions, because there will always
be a large element financially able to pay for private hospit-
alization and who will prefer that service rather than a pub-
lic institution. It is not improbable that private hospitals
may benefit greatly from the operation of a general hospital
by the county, because they will be relieved of the necessity
of caring for many patients who are unable to pay but for
whom there is no other place. Under present conditions it
is probable that a high percentage of the charges made by
private hospitals are uncollectable and result in total loss.

In several counties of the state the General Hospital
helps pay a considerable portion of the cost of care of indi-
gents and so is a relief to already over-burdened taxpayers.
The Elko County General Hospital is given as an example of
excellent hospital management, it being one of three hos-
pitals in Nevada accredited by the American Hospital Associ-
ation.

Of course the establishment of a general hospital by
Clark county means a considerable investment, part of whir:li,
however, has already been made. An alternative for further
investment by the county might be an addition to the Las
Vegas Hospital by its owners, to be operated by the county
under some arrangement under which it would have the ad-
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The Editor of The Age believes that the whole matter of
county General Hospital should be given most careful and
mprejudiced consideration by both the general public and
the county board.
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Clean Sweep Shoe Sale

Your last chance to buy shoes at this give away sale. Every shoe less
than half price. Don’t miss this sale!

$ 200 PAIRS OF $§3 to $4 SHOES $

P:ir At this unheard of price. In this group are many good sizes to choose A
lligh. from. All good colors. Brown, Blue, Wine, Tan and Black. Pair.
Low All
and 25 P - f B d Bl k 0 f d Colors
Cuban airs ot brown and black Uxiords

50 Pairs of Silver Evening Shoes in This Group

300 PAIRS OF $4

In This Group

199

Many Good Sizes.

All Colors.
All Heels.

and $5

qﬂg 100 Pairs at Less Than Half Price ??n
ww 50 Pairs of Arch Supports Shoes in This Blue
e Group ek
HOLLWOOD STYLE SHOP
313 Fremont St. _

Las Vegas Age — Phone ¢

The Shopping News — Phone ‘¢
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PLAY YOUR GAMES
HAVE FUN
MEET YOUR FRIENDS

LADIES

PLAY

KENO

In Our
Comfortable
Parlor

Starting at
1P. M.

o Craps

ANY GAME YOU WISH

« Roulette
« Twenty-One

o Faro Bank
« Stud Poker

. o Pangingue

o Wheel O’ Fortune
« And Others

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY

HE BOULDER CLUB

Beautiful New Cocktail Bar in Connection




