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ELECTRIC SERVICE WITH SAFETY is the subject of a pub- 
licity campaign being sponsored by Southern Nevada Power 

Company and all the electrical supply dealers in Las Vegas. 

The campaign is timely and constructive and if the pub- 
lic will heed, even partailly. the instructions embodied in the 
full page advertisement on another page of this issue, thou- 
sands of dollars loss by fire and the lives of some of our peo- 
ple will be saved. 

Due to the splendid work of our volunteer fire depart- 
ment and the good fortune which fate has .showered upon 
Las Vegas during the past 35 years, we have not suffered any 
major conflagration. Practically all our fires have been 

staged at times when there was no wind or when what wind 
there was carried the flames away from adjoining structures, 
enabling the fire department to end the threat to the city 
quickly. 

Some day. inevitably unless we take every possible pre- 
caution. conditions will not be so favorable and a roaring 
mass of flames may be driven through the city to destroy 
lives and property. 

Defective wiring, wiring which has deteriorated through 
long years of use. and especially cheaply made cords amd ap- 
pliances. are constant dangers, while proper installtions are 

absolutely safe. The small cost, generally but a few cents, to 
replace frayed or broken light cords or sockets, is a small 
price to pay for safety. 

We should remember that the wiring of most of the build- 
ings in Las Vegas was installed when the use of electric current 
was only for lights. Since Las Vegas came to enjoy the cheap- 
est rate of any comparable city in the country for electricity 
lrom Boulder Dam, the use of current has increased four or 

live times. And now most of our homes are using heaters, 
coolers, flatirons, cooking utensils, fans and other electrical 
appliances, all drawing their current through wiring that was 

intended only for supplying a few lights. 

The campaign is an example of fine community service 
and our people should enter into it heartily to promote our 

common safety. 

STOPPING WESTBOUND EVENING trains for an hour and 
a half in Las Vegas as proposed by the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, is not so unreasonable as it may sound to some 

people. 
Just how the idea appeals to railroad officials we have 

no means of knowing at the present time. However, to the 
novice it appears that the present running time of the Los 

Angeles Limited from Las Vegas to Los Angeles, a distance 
shown on the time-card as 335 miles, is 11 hours and 10 min- 
utes. The- supposedly slower train. The Challenger, makes iti 
10 hours and 55 minutes, 15 minutes better than the Limited. 

The speed of the trains is approximately 30Vi miles per 
hour on the average, on this portion of the through trip. 

However, between Chicago and Las Vegas the Los An- 
geles Limited covers 1,964 miles in 46 hours, being at the rate, 
including stops, of a little better than 42.5 miles per hour. If 
the run from Las Vegas to Los Angeles were made at the 
same rate, the time would be a few minutes less than eight 
hours, which would be a saving in time of more than three 
hours over the present plan of jogging along at slow speed 
all night to keep from reaching the Los Angeles terminal too 

early in the morning. 
The problem the Junior Chamber of Commerce is trying 

to work out is. "Why not add to the pleasure of passengers 
on the westbound Challengeer and Los Angeles Limited by 
giving them a chance to stroll about Las Vegas for two or 
three hours in the evening instead of spending all that time 
trying to sleep on a loafing train? 

That plan would not only help advertise Las Vegas as 
a playground, but it would also add another attraction the 
Union Pacific could offer passengers on their way to the 
coast. It would also be quite possible for passengers to take 
a two-hour trip by Union Pacific stages to Boulder City and 
the dam. The majesty and beauty of Boulder Dam as it is 
brilliantly illuminated at night is something w’hich would, 
attract thousands of passengers every year if the opportunity^ 
were offered without loss of time on their journey. 

\ GOOD YEAR FOR LAS VEGAS is the prediction of travel 
experts who have been diligently looking over the prospects 
for the coming year. 

The invention by some smart guy, silly as it is, of the 
rumor that Boulder Dam is in danger of being blown up by 
some subversive element” will not scare travelers away, but, 
rather, will stimulate their curiosity to see the great struc- 
ture. 

TRAIN LOADS OF DYNAMITE would be necessary to destroy 
Boulder Dam or even damage the structure seriously. Of 
course if some fellow should smuggle a hundred pounds or 
so of high explosive into the power houses in his pocket he 
could perhaps damage one of the great generators or some 
of the control room apparatus or some of the hundreds of 
gadgets necessary to the transmission of power, but the rest 
of the gigantic machinery would go smoothly along making 
electricity. 

Even disabling one or more of the generating units would 
be only a temporary trouble, since the Bureau of Reclamation 
has duplicate parts for replacement of practically every- 
thing in and about the power plant, and nothing short of 
bombardment of the plants with heavy artillery would stop 
operation for long. 

The dam itself is practically indestructible, being a mass 
of solid concrete extending 650 feet along the river bed, and 
set far into the solid rock walls on each side. It took hun- 
dreds of tons of dynamite and miles and miles of drilling to 
prepare the rock on each side to receive the concrete mass. 
In view of the fact that the concrete is harder than the rock 
of the surrounding canyon walls, the easiest way to destroy the dam would be to blast out the mountain against which it 
is wedged. 

WINTER IS GENTLE with us so far this season. It really re- 

quired the blustery gale of the other evening to shake the 
old leaves off the cottonwoods so the new ones can come out. 

Have you noticed that the buds are swelling? February 
will see our little world about Las Vegas again clothed in the 
tender green of new foliage. Even now some of the trees are 
taking on a greenish hue. 

PICK-UPS 
By JOHN H. LIGHTFOOT 

It is said that curiosity killed a 

cat. I did not get killed but I got 
an awful jolt—one that stayed with 

( 

me for some days. 
One McDowell murdered a girl by j 

twisting a barbed wire about her 
throat and strangling her. The 
crime happened in 8an Bernardino 1 

county. McDowell was duly tried 
found guilty and sentenced to die by 
hanging Before the time set for the 
execution he escaped from the coun- 

ty jail and was later captured at 

San Pedro, while he was awaiting a 

chance to go to China. He was heav- 

ily armed but put up no fight saying 
the arresting officer was his friend 

—just a friend taking him back to 

San Bernardino to be hanged. 
In those days the scaffold was 

erected in the court house yard in 
the county where the crime was 

committed and was enclosed by a 

high fence. On the day of the exe- 

cution I was in the vicinity of the 
court house at the time McDowell 
was brought to the scaffold. I did 
not want to see the drop but I did 
want to see the preliminaries I 

found a peep hole and proceeded 
to peep 

I saw the black cap placed over 

his head and the hands pinioned to 

his side Curiosity still held my at- 
tention—when the sheriff sprung 
the trap and down shot McDowell. 
I was bewildered and for weeks that 
scene was before my eyes. I had 
witnessed my first official hanging. 

Along in the early 80’s -a fellow by 
the name of Peterson, riding home 
with a young fellow who lived at 

Banning. When they got out quite 
a ways from San Bernardino, an 

argument took place and Peterson 
knocked the boy from the convey- 

ance and crushed his skull with a 

rock—left the boy by the roadside 
and continued on the journey to the 

boy's home. 
In answer to the mother as to 

where the boy was, Peterson said 
he remained in San Bernardino. He 
partook of the mother’s hospitality 
and when morning came he hitched 
up the team and started back to 

San Bernardino When he arrived 
at the spot where he left the boy he 
found him still alive. He used the 
same rock and killed the boy be- 
fore he left. 

He was seen to leave San Bernar- 
dino with the boy and when con- 

fronted with the evidence he con- 

fessed. He was duly sentenced to be 

hung on a certain date. The scaf- 
fold was erected in a vacant lot 
from the court house My mother 
was passing and knowing Deputy 
Sheriff A. T. McKinney, asked if 
she could look at the scaffold. He 
assisted her across a ditch and up 
the 13 steps. When she looked down 
she saw what she thought was a 

dummy to stretch the rope. She re- 

marked to the sheriff. ’’Oh. Prank, 
what is that—a dummy?" ’’No. Mrs. 

Lightfoot. that is the real thing." 
Peterson had been hung, but not 
cut down. She got down those steps 
and across that' ditch without any 
assistance. 

Curiosity cost my mother many 
sleepless nights—she also saw the 
result of her first official hanging. 

I saw “Geronimo" on the screen 

the other day and my mind went 
back to the time he was in all his 

glory—murdering and killing to his 
heart's content. But General Nel- 
son Miles stopped him. He was tak- 
en all over the United States just 
to see how many white people there 
were. When he returned he told 
his people that the white man could 
never be beaten, as they were as 

thick as the leaves on the trees. He 
was sent to the Everglades of Flori- 
da to think over what might have 

been." 

MRS. BREEZE ILL 
Mrs. C. D Breeze. 500 South Sev- 

enth street, was taken to the Las 

Vegas Hospital Thursday with a se- 

vere case of flu. 

| TO ALL NEVADANS: 
11; For the purpose of repairing the roof and making ■[ 
!!• some immediately needed improvements to th» Mint .• 

• I Building at Carson City so that we may receive and place «, 
I' therein exhibits, we respectfully solicit your support and ,j 
|I contributions. 

;;I We will make proper acknowledgment by mailing I; 
to all donors an appropriate and commemorative receipt, j, 

;! Will you leave your subscription with your local Ij 
*J newspaper with instructions to forward the same to jl 

;! Nevada Museum & Art Institute [i 
jl P. O. Box 616 Carson City, Nevada Jj 

9tk*r f»of#r**in addition to its marked 
economy, add to the enjoyment of Union Pacific 
ui&uenger tram service. 

Ceoc* passengers enjoy deep 
cushioned, reclining chairs, -soft 
eight lights, free pillows and 
porter service. Special coaches 
«re provided forewomen traveling 
oloneoiuHor womenand children. 

$38.89 
TO CHICAGO 

In Comfortable Coaches 

Tkr— tafMyhtg dhthg car meals a day cost only 
90e—breakfast 25c, luncheon 30c, dinner 35c. 

Cierfltngtr sleeping car fares are low, with berth 
costs about bal f standard Pullman charges. An attrac- 
tive lounge oar with radio, currant periodicals and 
refreshment service is provided sleeping oar pas* 

aengere. Registered Nurse-Stewardess -service for-all. 
Union Pacific trains East—the Streamliners .. 

“City of Los Angeles,” die Los Anceles Limited 
and the Pacific Limited. 
Mh it Ssa Valley—in joy the tiuiikof a stiul Winter »portt 
tuukrat •‘Sweater” .no. Skiiag, •kstkg. ikg nl-dgins -many ether Winter attractiens for the aotne funily^t San Valley 
Idaho, America's Foremost Wi ate reports eenter. 

a**- 9+mpUt* Tesvsl hUrmwtl,*— 
_ Passenger 

Vegas Nev 

ENTERTAINS“PAN" CLUB 
Mrs. C. W. Woodbury was a 

charming hostess Wednesday when 
she entertained her "pan" club at 
l o'clock at her home. 430 South 
Seventh street. The members pres- 
ent were: Mesdames Ryland Tay- 
lor. R. R Myers. A. W. Ham. Ar- 
thur Brick. W E. Ferron. F. R. Mil- 
dren. R. R. Russell. Roscoe Thom- 
as and the hostess, Mrs. Woodbury. 

MRS. GRANT 
ENTERTAINS CLUB 

Mrs. A. C. Grant entertained her 
contract club Wednesday at a des- 
sert luncheon The guests Included: 
Mesdames H. M. Morse. W. S. Park. 
C. L. Dimock. Lloyd Payne, C. F. 
DeArmond. C. S. Wengert. W. N. 

Schuyler and the hostess. Mrs. 
Orant 

HOSTESS TO 
“PAN" CLUB 

Mrs. James Cashman entertained 
her “pan" cluo Thursday at lunch- 
eon at her home. 215 North Fourth 
street. The following guests en- 

joyed the afternoon: Mesdames 
Jack Haake. Lou Woitishek, J. T. 
Watters, Clint Boggs. J. M. Mur- 

phy. R J. Stevens and mother, Mrs. 
loe Bailey of Wells. Nevada, and 
;he hostess. Mrs. Cashman. 

YOU’LL SING 
THE PRAISE 

Of Our 

Delicious 
TAMALES ENCHILADES 

TACOS REAL MEXICAN 

CHILE CON CARNE 

•- 

Take Some Home Today. 
You Will Enjoy a True Mexi- 

can Dish 

MEXICAN 
KITCHEN 

125 So. Second St. 
(Opposite Safeway Store) 

JOINT SORORITY MEETING 

The members of Lambda Chapter. 
Beta Sigma Phi. of Boulder City 
were guests of Kappa Chapter of 
Las Vegas at the meeting Monday 
evening. Plans were discussed for 
the district meeting of the Nevada 

chapters to be held in Las Vegas 
the 8th and 9th of March at which 
the two chapters will be Joint host- 
esses. 

At the close of the meeting re- 

freshments were served by Mes- 
dames Pat Clark, R. O. Pearson and 
Miss Maydel Pistole and a social 
hour enjoyed. 

THOMAS’S VISIT 
RACES 

Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Thomas mo- 

tored to Santa Anita Friday morn- 

ing to visit the races for a few days. 

ANNUOUNCES 
BIRTH OF SON 

Mr. and Mrs. Arden J. Sampson 
announce the birth ot a son, born 

Tuesday. January 16, 1940. at the 

Las Vegas Hospital The young man 

has been named Allen Arden Samp- 
son. Mother and son are getting 
along nicely. 

DON'T KEEP IT A SECRET 
If You Have Something to Sell Let the Prospective Buyers 
Know You Have What They Want. 

The SHOPPING NEWS is the Only Advertising Medium 
which Reaches All the Homes in Las Vegas, North Las 

Vegas and the West Side. 
a. jk and in Addition 

The Shopping 
News is Mailed 
to... 

Boulder City 
Chloride, Ariz. 

Mesquite 
Overton 

Logandale 
Bunkerville 

Goodsprings 
Searchlight 
Nelson 

Sloan 

Whitney 
Dry Lake 

Moapa 
Arden 

Goldpoint 
Rox 

SHOPPING NEWS Phone 7 

Welcome 
PLAY YOUR GAMES 
HAVE FUN 
MEET YOUR FRIENDS 

LADIES 
PLAY 

KENO 

In Our 
Comfortable 

Parlor 

Starting at 

IP. M. 

ANY GAME YOU WISH 
• Craps 

• Roulette 
• Twenty-One 

• Faro Bank 
• Stud Poker 

. Pangingue 
• Wheel 0’ Fortune 

• And Others 

OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY 

THE BOULDER CLUB 
Beautiful New Cocktail Bar in Connection 


