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Nevada’s Present
To Four States

EL CENTRO, Ca'if., December 28,
1938—The International Four Sta es
Highway association, U. 8. 93, Can-
ada to Mexico, to give it the full
title to which it is entitled, has
been handed a gorgeous New Year's
gif. by the sovereign state of Ne-
vada and Robert A. Allen, Nevada’'s
state highway engineer. Last week
the state highway department
opened, and now has under consid-
eration, bids for construction of two
importan. sectors of the Four States
route in that state. One of these is
for rebuilding and repaving 13
miles of highway between Apex and
Crystal, a short distance north of
Las Vegas. The other bid covers
new construciion 15 miles in length
north of Searchlight, Clark county,
Nevada, which will bring the paving
to within a mile of that historic
mining town. When this latter con-
tract is let and the work completed,
there will then be only a 20-mile
segment of the Four States route in
Nevada yet to be constructed, being
the lone gap from Searchlight
southward to the California state
line.

In California all the road is paved
for several hundred miles south un-
til a gap now being constructed is
reached between Desert Cen er and
Niland, which work will be finished
within the next two months, and is
being rushed so that Four States
directors and members attending
the midwinter convention
association at Brawley in March
can travel over this new stretch of
road and through scenic Graham
Pass in the Chuckawalla mountains.
In this way those from the northern
states who attend the convention
will have the satisfaction of travel-
ing over the virtually completed
route from the Canadian boundary
"to the Mexican border.

Further upstream on he Colo-
rado river, and likewise along the
"route of the Four States highway,
an appropriation will be sought at
the coming session of congress, in
connection with the general sireng-
thening of west coast defenses, to
establish a United States navy air
base at Lake Meade. A survey was
recently completed by Nevada's
congressman, James C. Scrugham,
and an investigating committee,
which proposed a huge naval base
on the world’'s largest artificial
lake back of Boulder dam. The
move is part of a plan for estab-
lishing a series of military and
naval landing fields about 250 miles
from the coast, extending from the
Canadian boundary to the Mexican
border. Such a systern would be

considered a secondary line of de--

fense and in military quarters at
Washington there has been consid-
erable discussion about placing the
International Four States highway
under federal jurisdiction as a mili-
tary traffic artery.

Apparently this siraight, short,
direct route from the Canadian
boundary line to the Mexican bor-
der has attracted the earnest atten-
tion of the army and navy de-
partments, and evidently they are
appreciating its strategic value as a
part -of the coast defense plan. This
interest on the part of Washington
is likely to be reflected in increased
federal allotments for the road,
which carries the federal designa-
tion U. S. 93 over most of iis
mileage. i

Directors of the highway associ-
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The Tennessee Bubble

By GUS W. DYER
Professor of Economics and Sociology, Vanderbilt University

Will the TVA turn out to be a third
great economic “Bubble”? The South
Sea Bubble and the Mississippi Bub-
ble of the 18th century are familiar to
those who
know economic

tencies of the
TVA will make
it difficult for
historians to
interpret it
The sole pur-
pose of the
Tennessee Val-
ley enterprise,
as stated in the
law under
which it was
promoted, is to
improve navi-

gation and pro-
vide means for flood control in the
Tennessee Valley. Since the President
and members of Congress are bound
under oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion, and act in good faith in direct-
ing the policies of the government
under the Constitution, it must be as-
sumed that the purposes stated in the
law are the real purposes of the
movement. But such an assumption
creates great confusion. For there is
no legitimate demand for the expen-
diture of any large sum of money at
the present time, either for the im-
proveinent of river navigation or for
finod control in this part of our coun-
try.

River transportation has been prac-
tically abandoned and the occasional
overflows of the streams that gener-
ally come when the crops are not on
the land can hardly be considered a
prassing problem. Since it is claimed
that the dams built by the TVA will
put under water permanently more
land than was ever subject to occa-
sional overflows, the flood control ob-
jective wanes. Power dams don’t pre-
vent floods; they create permanent

floods.

Notwithstanding the above facts,
and notwithstanding the growing tax
rate, and the rapid increase in the
national debt, the Administration is
sinking an investment of $510,000,000
in the Tennessee Valley to improve
river navigation for which there is no
demand, and control occasional floods
by creating permanent floods.

When we turn from the stated ob-
jective of the TVA, and from the au-
thority given those directing the
movement, we discover activities that
are startling in their nature, because
they seem to have no connection with
the purposes and objectives stated in
the law. According to an estimate
made by a competent authority, the
amount allotted to flood control is
$81,133,600, to navigation, $91,800,000,
and to power production, $332,296,927.
Power production as an objective
isn’t even mentioned in the law.

Whatever the explanation may be
the facts prove that the production
and sale of electricity is the chiet
purpose of those in charge of the half
billion dollar enterprise. The hope of
reconciling the real purpose of the
TVA with the egurpose stated in the
law under which it operates seems to
be based on the assumption that the
members of the Supreme Court are
more ignorant and have less knowl-
edge of what is going on than the
average man in the street. If the law-
yers are successful in this, a guardian
will have to be appointed for the
“Nine Old Men.” When we turn from
the political and ethical aspects of the
movement to economic consideration
we find conditions that should be in-
teresting to taxpayers. According to
an estimate made by Dean Moreland,
the annual deficit of the TVA in its
sale of power will be $10,352,000. If
additional fixed charges and taxes
that a utility company would have to
pay are added, the annual deficit will
be $20,999,000. This means that tax-
payers throughout the country must
pay this annual deficit to prevent the
TVA Bubble from exploding.
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ation expressed themselves as ex-
ceedingly gratified at the attention
shown the Four States highway,
and the recognition which it is re-
ceivirg in Washington as a military
road, thus insuring a continuance
of federal interest and government
appropriations for consiruction or
for improving of the roa,dwa.‘y.

TOUGH MINDS, TOUGH BODIES

We know that leading nations of
1960 will be managed by men and
women who have lived a tough life.
All will be toughs. Not the kind of
toughs who hang around corners
and snatch purses. No. The greater
toughs. - The greater toughs are
those who have toughened them-
selves from childhood onward — re-
lentlessly, coolly, steadily, patiently.
— Walter B. Pitkin in the Rotarian
magazine.

Nervous, Wea
Ankles Swollen

Much nervousness is caused by an ex-
cess of acids and poisons due to func-
tional Kidney and Bladder disorders
which may also cause Getting Up
Nights,BBu‘rning Passages, Swollen
Joints, Backache, Circles Under Eyes,
Excess Acidity, i.eg Pains and D -
ness. Help your kidneys purify your
blood with Cystex. Usually the very
first dose starts helping your kidneys
clean out excess acids and this soon may
make you feel like new. Cystex must
satisfy you completely or money back is

nteed. Get Cystex (siss-tex) to-

y. It costs only 3¢ a dose at
and the guarantée protects you.
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