
The Republican Platform 
CHICAGO. June IS UP — The 

Republican platform: 
Following is an abridged, con- 

densed text of the platform adopt- 
ed tonight by the resolutions com- 
mittee of the Republican national 
convention: 

INTRODUCTION 
We meet in a period of wide- 

spread distress and of an economic 
depression that has swept the 
world. The emergency is second 
only to that of a great war. The 
human suffering occasioned may 
well exceed that of a period of 
actual conflict. 

The supremely important problem 
that challenges our citizens and 
government alike is to break the 
back ot the depression, to restore 
the economic life oi the nation and 
to bring encouragement and relief 
to the thousands of American fam- 
ilies that are sorely afflicted. 

The people themselves, by their 
own courage, their own patient and 
resolute effort in the readjustments 
of their own affairs can and will 
work out the cure. It is our task 
as a party, by leadership and a 

wise determination of policy to as- 

sist that recovery. 
To that task we pledge all that 

our party possesses in capacity, 
leadership, resourcefulness and abil- 
ity- 

We have in the White House a 
leader — wise, courageous, patient, 
understanding, resourceful, ever- 

present at his post of duty, tire- 
less in his efforts and unswervingly 
faithful to American principles and 
ideals. 
WAGE SC ALES 

Throughout the depression unem- 

ployment has been limited by the 
systematic use ot part time em- 

ployment ns a substitute for the 
general discharge of employes. 
Wage scales have not been reduced 
except under compelling necessity. 
As a result there have been fewer 
strikes and less social disturbances 
than during any similar period oi 
hard times. 

During the trying winters of 
1930-31 and 1931-32 a nation-wide 
organization to relieve distress was 

brought into being under the lead- 
ership of the President. By the 
spring of 1931 the possibility of a 

business upturn in the United 
States was ciear’.v discernible when, 
suddenly, a irain of events was set 
in motion in central Europe winch 
moved forward with extraordinary 
rapidity and violence, threa'ening 
the credit structure of the world, 
and eventually dealing a serious 
blow to this country. 

The President foresaw the dan- 
ger. He sought to avert it by pro- 
posing a suspension of inter-gov- 
ernmental debt payments for one 

year. But the credit machinery of 
the nations of central Europe could 
not withstand the strain, and the 
forces of disintegration continued 
to gain momentum until in Septem- 
ber Great Britain was forced to 
depart from the gold standard. This 
momentous event, followed by a 

tremendous raid on the dollar, re- 

sulted in a series of bank suspen- 
sions in this country, and the 
hoarding of currency on a large 
scale. 
CREDIT ASSOCIATION 

Again the President acted. Under 
Iris leadership the National Credit 
association came into being. It 
mobilized banking resources, saved 
scores cf banks from failure, help- 
ed restore confidence, and proved 
of inestimable value in strengthen- 
ing the credit structure. 

In his message to congress the 
President outlined a constructive 
and definite program which in the 
main has be*-n carried out; other 
portions may yet be carried out. 

The railroad credit corporation 
was created. The capital of the 
federal land banks was increased. 
Tin reconstruction finance corpora- 
tion c.mie into being, and brought 
protection to millions of depositors, 
policy holders and others. Legisla- 
tion was enacted enlarging the 
discount facilities of the federal 
reserve system, and without reduc- 
ing tiie legal reserves of the federal 
reserve banks, releasing a billion 
dollars of gold, a formidable pro- 
tection against raids on the dollar 
and a greatly enlarged basis for an 

expansion of credit. An earlier 
distribution to depositors in clos d 
banks has been brought about 
through the action of the recon- 
struction finance corporation. Above 
all. the national credit has been 

placed in an impregnable position 
by provision Tor adequate revenue 

and a program of drastic curtail- 
ment of expenditures. Ail o: these 
measures were designed to lay a 

foundation for the resumption of 
bus.ns; and increased employm-mt. 
But delay and the constant intro- 
duction and consideration of new 

and unsound measures has kept 
the country in a state of uncer- 

tainty and fear, and offset much of 
the good otherwise accomplished. 
PROVIDES FOR DISTRESS 

The President has recently sup- 
plemented his original program to 
provide for distress, to stimulate 
the revival of business and employ- 
ment. and to improve the agricul- 
tural situation, he recommended ex- 

tending the authority of the re- 

construction finance corporation to 
enable it: 

<a> To make loans to political 
subdivisions of public bodies or 

private corporations for the purpose 
of starting construction of Income- 
producing or self liquidating pro- 
jects which will at once increase 
employment; 

■ b> To make loans upon security 
of agriculture commodities so as to 
insure the carrying of normal stocks 
of those commodities, and thus 
stabilize their loan value and price 
levels; 

ic» To make loans to the fed- 
eral farm board to enable exten- 
sion of loans to farm co-opera.ives 
and loans for export of agricultural 
commodities to quarters unable oth- 
erwise to purchase them: 

< d > To loan lip to $300,000,000 
to such states as are unable to 
meet the calls made on them by 
thPir citizens for distress relief. 

The President's program contem- 
plates an attack on a broad front, 
with far-reaching objectives, but 
entailing no danger to '.lie budget. 
Tht Democratic program, on the 
other liand. contemplates a heavy 
expenditure of public funds, a bud- 
get unbalanced on a large scale, 
with doubtful attainment of at best 
a strictly limited objective. 

We strongly endorse the Presi- 
dent's program 
l NE.MPLOVMI NT AND RELIEF 

The relief problem is one of state 
and local responsibility. The work 
of local agencies, public and pri- 
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vate. have been coordinated and 
enlarged on a nation-wide scale 
under the leadership of the Presi- 
dent. Sudden and unforeseen 
emergencies such as the drought 
have been met by the Red Cross 
and the government. 

The President has urged con- 

gress to create an emergency relief 
fund to be loaned temporarily to 
any state. 

The Republican party endorses 
this record and policy and is op- 
posed to the federal government 
entering directly into the field of 
private charity. 

Constructive plans for financial 
stabilization cannot be completely 
organized until our na.tonal, state 
and municipal governments not on- 

ly balance their budgets, but cur- 
tail their current expenses to a 
level which can be steadily and eco- 

nomically maintained for some 

years to come. 
We urge prompt and drastic re- 

duction of public expenditure and 
resistance to every appropriation 
not necessary 'o the performance 
of the essential functions of gov- 
ernment. 
THE DOLLAR 

The Republican party established 
and will continue to uphold the 
gold standard and will oppose any 
measure which will undermine the 
government's credit or impair the 
integrity of our national currency. 
Relief by currency inflation is un- 
sound in principle and dishonest in 

results. 
RANKS AND THE 
BAN KING S VSTLM 

There is need of revising the 
banking laws so cs to place our 

banking structure on a sounder ba- 
sis. For the better protection of 
t.:e depositing public there should 
be more stringent supervision and 
broader powers ves.cd in the su- 

pervising authorities. 
One of the serious problems af- 

fecting our banking system has 
arisen from the practice of organiz- 
ing separate corporanons under 
and controlled by the same Inter- 
ests as banks, but participating ui 

operations whicn the banns them- 
selves are not permitted legally to 
undertake. We favor requiring re- 

ports of and subjecting to thorough 
and periodic examination all such 
affiliates until adequate information 
lias been acquired so the problem 
may definitely be solved. 
INTERNATIONAL « ONFERENC'E 

We favor the participation by the 
United Spates in an international 
conference to consider mat ers re- 

lating to monetary questions, in- 
cluding file position oi silver, ex- 

change problems, and commodity 
prices, and possible co-operative ac- 
tion concerning them. 
HOME LOAN DISCOUNT BANK 
SYSTEM FOR THE BENEFITS 
OK HOME OWNERS OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Favors the creation of a system 
of federally supervised home loan 
discount banks, designed to serve 
the home owners 01 all parts ot 
tne country aim to encourage home 
ownership by making possible long 
term credits for homes on more 
stable and more favorable terms. 

Tnere nas arisen in t.,e last few 
years a disturbing trend away from 
home ownership. We believe tuai 
everything possible should be done 
by governmental agencies, national, 
state and local, to reverse this ten-: 
dency. 
AGRICULTURE 

Farm distress blamed on expan- 
sion of agricultural production 
during the war, deflation of 1919- 
20 and dislocation of markets after 
the war. 

The party pledges itself to revise 
tariffs to maintain parity of pro- 
tection to agriculture with other in- 
dustry. 

The time has come for reconsid- 
eration of tux systems, federal, j 
state and local. relieving unjust \ 
burdens. 

The fundamental problem of 
American agriculture is the control 
of production to such volume as will 
balance supply with demand. 
THE TARIFF 

Because many foreign countries 
have recently abandoned the gold 
standard, lowering costs of many 
commodities in terms of American 
currency, adequate tariff protection 
is today particularly essential. The 
tariff commission should promptly 
Investigate individual commodities' 
so affected by currency deprecia- 
tion and report to the President 
any increase in duties found neces- 

sary to equalize domestic with for- 
| eign costs of production. 

Policy of a flexible tariff, giving 
| power to the President to modify 
| rates is supported. 

We favor the extension of the 
general Republican principle of 
tariff protection to natural resource 
industries, including products of 

i farms, fore, ts mine, and oil wells 
[ with compensatory duties on the 
manufactured and refined products 
thereof. 
VETERAN'S 

Increased hospital facilities have 
been provided, payments in com- 

pensation have more than doubled, 
and generous provision made in re- 
habilitations, pensions, and insur- 
ance. 

We believe that every veteran 
incapacitated in any degree by rea- 
son of illness or. injuries attribut- 
able to service in defense of his 
country should be cared for and 
compen: a ted. so far as compensa- 
tion is possible and that the de- 
pendents of those who lost their 
lives in war or whose death since 
the war in which service was ren- 
dered is traceable to service causes, 
should be provided lor adequately. 

A careful study should be made 

or cxi'ting veterans legislation witli 
a view to eliminating inequalities 
and injustices and affecting all 
possible econom'es. 
FRIENDSHIP AND COMMERCE 

We believe in nnd look forward 
to the steady enlargement of the 

principles of equality of treatment 
between nations. 

The American policy known as 

the "most favored nation principle" 
has been our guiding program and 
we believe that policy to be the 

only one consistent with a full de- 

velopment of international trade. 
CONDITIONS !)N 1 III i.\t 11- H 

Throughout controversy in the 
Tar East, the President and his 
secretary of state have maintained 
a just balance between Japan and 
China. Throughout the controver- 

sy our government has acted in 
harmonv with the governments 
represented in the League of Na- 
tion-. always making it clear that 
American policy would be detcr- 
mlned at home but always lending 
a hand in the common interest of 

peace and order. 
WORLD COURT 

We recommend the world court 
for the settlement of international 
disputes by the rule of law. Amer- 
ica should ioin its influence. 
REDUCTION OF ARMAMENT 

In the Geneva disarmament con- 

ference America is an artive par- 
ticipant. This policy will be pur- 
sued. 

Maintenance ol our navy on tne 

basis of parity with any nation is 
a fundamental policy to which the 
Republican party is committed. 
NATION \I DEFENSE 

Wc support the essential prin- 
ciples of the national defense act 
as amended in 1920 t.nci bv the air 
corps act of 1926. and believe that 
the army of the United States had 
through successive reductions, ac- 

complished in tl'.c last 12 years, 
reached the irreducible minimum 
consistent with the sell-reliance, 
self-respect and security of the 
country. 
WAGES AND WORK 

For the principle of high wages, 
the shorter working week and work 
day for government and private 
employment. 

For legislation designed to stimu- 
late. encourage and assist in home 
building. 
IMMKiRA rlON 

Restriction of immigration on 

basis of present laws. 
DEPARTMENT OF I AIM)It 

Commend the constructive work 
of the United States department of 
labor. 
LABOR 

Collective bargaining recognized 
and approved; also other laws to 
aid and protect labor. 

HIGHWAYS 
Continuation of federal co-opera- 

tion with the states in the building 
of roads in accordance with our 

needs and resources. 
CRIME 

Enactment of rigid penal laws 
that will aid the states in stamping 
out the activities of gangsters,1 

, racketeers and kidnapers. 
NARCOTICS 

Continuation of the present re- 

lentless warfare against the illicit 
narcotic trathe and the spread of 
die eurso of drug addiction. 
CIVIL SERVICE 

Approval of civil service. 
I KOH1BITION 

Prompt submission to state con- 

ventions of a Constitutional amend- 
ment which would: 
1. Give "the people" an opportun- 

ity to pass upon the prohibition 
question. 

2. Retain for the federal govem- 
ment “the power to preserve the 
gains already made in dealing 
with the evils inherent in the 
liquor traffic." 

3. Allow states to deal with the pro- 
hibition problem as their citi- 
zens may determine, but subject 
always to the power of the fed- 
eral government to protect those 
states where prohibition may ex- 

ist and safeguard our citizens 
everywhere from the return of the 
saloon and its attendant abuses. 

NEGRO 
Maintenance of equal opportunity 

and rights for negro citizens. 
DEMOCRATIC FAILURE 

The vagaries of the present Dem- 
cratic house of representatives of- 
fer characteristic and appalling 
proof of the existing Incapacity of 
that party for leadership in a na- 

tional crisis. Individualism running 
amuck has displaced party discipline 
and has trampled underfoot party 
leadership. A bewildered electorate 
has viewed the spectacle with pro- 
found dismay and deep misgivings. 
PARTY GOVERNMENT 

Only by united party action can 

consistent, well planned and whole- 
some legislative programs be en- 

acted. W.thout it. election under a 

party aegis becomes a lalse pre- 
tense. We earnestly request that 

Republicans through the Union de- 
mand that their representatives in 
cgngress pledge themselves to the 
end that the ins dious influence of 

party disintegration may not un- 

dermine the very foundatons of the 
Republic. 
CONCLUSION 

•The Republican party faces the 
future unafraid. 

"With courage and confidence in 
ultimate success, we will strive 

against the forces that strike at our 

social and economic ideals, our po- 
litical institutions." 

_ 
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