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100 FEARED LOST IN SHIP BLAST 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ******** ******** 

Dam Contractors To Build New Railroad 
___i_A_* — — A 

SIX COMPANIES ANNOUNCES 
NEW RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION 

-*- 

Third Railroad, 21 Miles Long, for Boulder 
Dam Project Will Be Begun in Twenty 

Days, Say Officials 
-■*/- 

Six Companies Pays $825,000 as Premium 
On Largest Surety Bond 

Ever Issued 

SAN FRANCISCO. March 16 m 
—The third of three railroads in 
connection with the Hoover dam 
project will be under construction 
within three weeks, officials of Six 
Companies, Inc., builders of the 
dam, said on their return from 
Las Vegas. 

Construction has been completed 
of a Union Pacific branch line 23 
miles in length from Las Vegas 
to Boulder City. The United States 
Reclamation Service railroad from 
Boulder City to the rim cf Black 
Canyon is now under construction 
by Lewis Construction company, 
contractors. 

Six Companies is to lay approx- 
imately 21 miles of new railroad 
from a junction with the Boulder 
City Black Canvou government 
line, up the river and across the 
river to gravel deposits on the Ari- 
zona side, including also a branch 
down to the river at the present 
boat landing 1 hence around down 
the river near w^ter i«ye! *o the 
uam site. 

The next year, officials of the 
company said, will be devoted to 
preparations for the actual con- 
struction of the dam, including the 
laying of water mains, erection of 
power and telephone lines and the 
building of camps in addition to 
road construction. 

Officials of Six Companies an- 

nounced payment of the largest 
surety bond premium on record 
$825,000 for the $5,000,000 perform- 
ance bond, which is to be signed 
as soon as the bond and contract 
are received here from the o'vern- 
ment. 

Twenty-one American companies 
acted as underwriters on the bond, 
which guarantees that the con- | 
tractors will start and finish the j 
work on time, provides a penalty 
cf $3,000 fer each day's delay, and 
guarantees that all labor and ma- 

terials bills will be paid. 

Officials of Six Companies. In?..1 
in Las Vegas last night continued 
the report from San Francisco that 
new railroad construction for trans- 
porting materials to the dam site 
will be begun shortly. The con- ; 

templated lines will be approxi-! 
mately 21 miles in length. 

Connecting with the government 
railroad at a )>oint between Bould- 
er City and the rim of Black can- i 

yon, the Six Companies line will 
run up the river to a point neat- 

old Fort Callvilte opposite the 
gravel deposits which arp on the 
Arizona side. Whether the rail- 
road will cross the river to the 
gravel deposits, or whether the 
gravel will be brought across the 
river to by aerial tramway has not 
yet been decided. But according 
to present plans the gravel for the 
greater iwrtion of tire dam con- 

struction must be brought to the 
Nevada side of the river and stor- 
ed in great stock piles in Hemen- 
way Wash, because the gravel de- 
posits will be under water as 

soon as the coffer dams are com- 

pleted. 
Another line of railway will go 

to the river near the present boat 
landings and thence down through 
the canyon to tlie dam site, the 
entire mileage of both lines which 
must be built by the Six Compan- 
ies being approximately 21 miles. 

SIX WEEKS’ 
DIVORCE BILL 

IS PASSED 
Tandy Would Limit 

Attorney’s Fees To 
$35 Each Party 

—»— 
CARSON CITY. March 16. </P}— | 

The senate today passed the six 
weeks' residence divorce bill by a 

vote of 13 to 1. with three absent. 
The bill was reported favorably by 
the public morals committee md 
adopted without debate after being 
amended to make it effective May 
jjrst instead of immediately on ap- 

Chicago Girl, Held 
Up, Refuses Police 
Boy Friend’s Name 
CHICAGO. March 10. (U.R>— 

Webster defines chivalry as 

something distinctly applicable 
to knights, gallant wanlors and 
brave gentlemen — but Webster 
didn't know Miss Dorothy De 
Kiemer or he might not have 
been so specific. 

Miss De Reimer reported to 
police she had been held up 
while sitting in a parked auto- 
mobile with a "y< ung gentleman 
friend.” Her diamond ring, 
worth $450, and her wrist watch, 
valued at $50. were taken. 

“And who was the boy with 
you?” asged the police sergeant. ! 

"I won't tell,” answered Miss 
De Reimer. “He was jus- an in- 
nocent w trie s. I can o>- allow 
ji"i...i,.i 'to be rustriveu."" 

MAIL PILOT 
JUMPS FROM 

SHIP IN FOG 
Second Time in Year 

Forced to Aban- 
don Plane 

WASHINGTON. Marcjl 16. (UR'— 
Lost in a swirling snow storm and 
his plane coated with ice. Verne I 
Treat, veteran pilot of the night 
air mail, jumped for his life late 
last night. 

He landed unharmed in an or- 

chard about five miles from Laurel. 
Md. The demolished plane was | 
found today a mile away. The mail! 
was intact and was brought here. 

It was the second time within a 

year Treat had saved his life by j 
jumping. Last March 25 he was 

trapped in a fog. flew until his1 
fuel gave out. and then descended 
in a parachute 11.000 feet near | 
Antietarn. Md. 

Treat left Camden. N. J.. at 10 
p. m. yesterday on his regular run 

to Richmond. Va. The weather re- 

ports were fairly good. 
Soon, however, lie plunged into a 

heavy snowstorm. Near Baltimore 
tlie snow clogged some of his in- 
struments. Treat lost his directions. | 
Desperately, he tried to climb above 
the storm, but could not. 

At 1.500 feet Treat shut- off the ; 
gasoline, and stepped out. In one 

hand lie carried a flashlight and > 

the other a rubber cushion — his | 
sole hope in case he should be over j 
water. 

Luck was with him. however, and 
he landed 100 yards from a farm- 
house. 

proval by the governor. 
The bill provides that suits for 

divorce may be filed in Nevada after 
cither party to the action has re- 
sided in the state six weeks. 

A bill fixing the maximum fee 
which may be charged by attorneys 
in uncontested divorce cases at $35 
for each party, was introduced in j 
the assembly by D. H. Tandy of i 
Lander county, house speaker and : 

newspaper publisher. 
The measure carries a long pre- j 

amble, reciting the benefit of Ne- | 
vada divorce laws to the ma'.ri- ; 
monial ills of the nation and de- J 
dares that passage of the three 
months' divorce law by Arkansas 
threatens to wipe out the Nevada 
industry unless Nevada attorneys 
reduce their fees to a point where 
divorces will not only be easy to 
get .but very cheap. The bill is 
now before the judiciary commit- 
tee of the assembly. 

By a vote of nine to seven, with 
one absent, the senate indefinitely 
postponed action on the bill to limit 
freight trains to 70 cars and pas- 
senger trains to 14 cars in Nevada. 
The bill was passed by the assem- 

bly several weeks ago. 

SUSPECT HELD 
IN MURDER OF 

BROOKS GIRL 
Is Held Incommuni- 

cado in San Diego 
Jail 

SAN DIEGO, Calif.. March 16 (U.R> 
—Possibility that another suspcc: in 
the Virginia Brooks slaying was 
teen here today when Captain Wil- 
liam J. Wright of the Los Angeles 
sheriff's office, left the city hur- 
riedly and refused to discuss his 
mission. 

It was rumored that the officer 
was in search of a man previously 
convicted of molesting children. 

Meanwhile, San Diego police coa- 
inued to hold Ture Wallin, 28. a 

fisherman, arrested in Lower Cali- 
fornia. cn a technical chargt»of vio- 
lating the immigration laws and 
drunkenness. 

Wallin was held incommunicado. 

SAN DIEGO, March 16. (U.Pj—In- 
dications that the search for the 
slayer of 10-year-old Virginia 
Brooks was nearing an end, were 

seen today in a police announce- 
ment that Ture Wallin. 28. fisher- 
man. was held incommunicado, sus- 

pected of having knowledge of the 
crime. 

Wallin was held on a technical 
charge of violation of the immigra- 
V"- for jumping bond on 
a drunk driving complaint. He was 

arrested in Tecate. Lower Califor- 
nia. by Mexican officers yesterday 
when he was reported to have in- 

advertently made incriminating re- 

marks about Virginias death. 
After questioning by Detective 

Lieutenant George Sears, he was 

ordered held incommunicado. 
Wallin was to be brought face to 

face with Mrs. B. H. Ward, one of 
the last persons to see the Brooks 
girl alive. 

Mrs. Ward told police soon after 
Virginia disappeared that she was 

driving near the girl's home on the 
morning of her kidnaping, and saw 

Virginia hurrying to school. A short, 
distance ahead, was a small roupe 
parked with one wheel on the side- j 
walk. 

On the steps of the car. l*>ss than 
three feet from where Virginia was j 
to pass, a man. apparently about 
28 years old. was seated. Police be-1 
lieve Wallin answers that descrip-1 
tion. | 

Virginia never was seen alive 
again. An automobile, answering 
the description given by Mrs. Ward, j 
has been held by the sheriff's of- 
fice for several days, and she was to )• 
view this car as well today. 

Sears, who has been made head 
of the board of inquiry into Vir- 

ginia's death, announced that a j 
small truck had been found. On: 
its bottom were bits of leaf mould, 
similar to that found on the girl's 
clothing, and bits of hair. Rex 
Welch. Los Angeles police chemist, j 
was examining the hair to ascertain | 
if i: was Virginia’s. 

Of the four hairs found clutched i 

in Virginia's hand, three definitely; 
have been proven to be the slain i 
girl's. The fourth is foreign, and 
from an adult head, but it so jarj 
has been impossible to determine; 
the sex of the person from the 
hair. Welch said. 

Plans .'or a coroner's inquest were i 
still in abeyance today. Autopsy sur- 

geons. after a three day examina- 

tion. have reported: 
"It is our opinion that, due to 

the absence of all vital organs and j 
the extensive loss of skin, muscles 
and other tissues, the cause of death 
cannot- be determined.” 

State, county and city officers 
were combined in the board of in- 

quiry under Sear* today. They in- 

cluded Captain William Bright a. d 

Chief Deputy Prank Dewar of the ! 

Los Angeles sheriff's office; Rex, 
Welch and Prank Gompert, Los An- 

geles technical experts; Undersnev- 
iff Oliver Sexson and Deputy Sheriff 
Blake Mason of San Diego; Harry 
Hickok and M. F. Nurenberg of the ! 
state bureau of identification, and 

members of the San Ertego detec- 

tive bureau, with Police Chief At 

thur Hill. 
-*- 

‘Powder River’ Sways 
Styles of Mayfair 

LONDON. i/P'—Prom Powder Rlv- 

; er to Mayfair is a long ride, but the 
! cowboy’s idea of something tricky 
[gives a bright touch to milady s 

I spring shoes here, 

j The shoes are tie, in raisin and 

I pine green, and of suede with kid 

strappings. But the heels and tips 
] are studded with small domed brass 
tacks in the best wild west manner, 

* as London sees it. 

Love Letters To Married Woman 
Land Lovelorn Sender In Jail 

Writing letters of love and af- 
fection to an already married wo- 

man of Las Vegas cost Fred Floyd 
hts liberty for several days last 

week. Floyd had one streak of 
luck, however, when he was given 
a floater out of town. 

For the past few weeks, Mrs. 
Fisher, leader cl the Church of the 

Nazarene, has been receiving en- 

dearing letters from an unknown 
source. The letters invariably 
started with "My Dear Wife.-. 

When Mrs. F.sher had received 
seme 15 of the letters she took 
the matter up with Bud Bodell, 
chief criminal deputy in the sher- 
iffs office. Bodell addressed a let- 

ter to Mr. Floyd at the local post- 
office and then waited for him to 

call for his mail. 
Flovd was happy when he receiv- 

ed his long awaited answer to his 

many letters, but before he had 
time to read it his happiness had 
changed to gloom as Bodell took 
him into custody. 

In his letters to Mrs. Fisher. 
Floyd stated that he had just re- 

ceived his bonus check and that 
•‘the spirit of God had told him j 
to make her a present of *500 and ; 

also a new automobile.” "We were i 

made for each other" and "my 
hear is with you always" were j 
some cf Floyd's pet phrases. 

Mr. Fisher did not like the let- | 
ters. especially as they always j 
started with "My Darling Little j 
Wife" and invariably ended with 
"Your Darling Little Husband." 

when questioned by Bodell. Floyd 
admitted that he did r.ot have any 
bonus check, nor anything in fact. I 
except his love. 

Mr. and Mrs. F.sher did not wish 
to prosecute Floyd so the officers 
gave him a chance to make a j 
quick exit from Las Vegas. 

FERGUSON IS 
RETURNED BY 
SHERIFF KEATE 

— ■ — «• — 

Will Stand Trial For 
Green Lantern 

Holdup 

SheriS Joe Keate arrived in Las 
Vegas early this morning with 
James Ferguson, arrested, in Phoe- 
nix, Arizona. 

The arrest of Ferguson brings to 

an end an investigation that has 
been underway since the night the 
Green Lantern club was held up 
Christmas. Shortly after the hold- 
up. Keate. then an officer on the 
city police force, arrested Fergu- 
son as the ringleader of the gang. 
He was later turned loose for lack 
of sufficient evidence. 

Keate however felt sure that 
Ferguson was the man wanted, 
and has kept up a constant search 
for evidnece. Two weeks ago Keate 
had completed his case against 
Ferguson but found that he had 
left Las Vegas for some point in 
Arizona or New Mexico. He was 

finally located in Phoenix and ar- 
rested. 

It is believed that one of the 
men already held in the county 
jail for participation in the Green 
Lantern holdup has furnished the 
sheriff with information that will 
make a complete case against Fer- 
guson. 

In all probability other arrests 
will follow the return of Ferguson. 
Sheriff Keate deserves a great 
deal of credit in bringing those 
responsible for the Green Lantern 
holdup ta trial. 

Negro Boy Being 
Groomed to Succeed 
One-Eyed Connelly 
WASHINGTON, March 16 <U.R> 

—A five-year-old negro boy is 
being groomed as the successor 

to One-Eyed Connelly, gate 
crasher extraordinary. 

Connelly never crashed the 
White House—to the best of the 
attendants’ knowledge—but yes- 
terday Herbert Jefferson, small, 
dusky and a bom explorer, did 
just that. 

Herbert spent some little time 
inspecting the spacious grounds 
with the calm eye of a con- 

nciseur, then strolled through 
the main entrance of the White 
House to see what was inside. 
He was busy finding out when 
the White House police caught 
up with him. 

Arriving home with a uni- 
formed escort, he promptly fell 
asleep, bored with the insuffi- 
ciency of the exploit. 

HANSELL TO 
BE CANDIDATE 
FOR CITY HEAD 

Rumors Say That j 
Hesse May Not 

Enter Race 

The political pot for the city 
election in May is getting up to | 
the boding point n Las Vegas. 

Developments yesterday were that | 
a ticket headed by E. W. Cragin 
would be announced definitely 
within the next few days. With 

Cragin it is reported will be W. B. 

Mundy, former city commissioner 
and Archie Grant, local Ford deal- 
er. 

Mundy, when interviewed last 
night, stated that he had made up 
his mind to be a candidate. Grant 
Is still giving The matter consider- 
ation and will possibly file in the 
next few days. 

W. C. German, present member 
of the city board, definitely an- 

nounced last night that he would 
be a candidate to succeed himself. j 
Otis Smith will also be a candidate ! 
for re-election. 

The outstanding development of ; 

the day was the announcement last I 

night that Lou. Hansell would be 
a candidate for the office of Mayor, i 
Hansell is at present a member of 1 

the board of city commissioners. 
Hansell's announcement com- j 

plicates the ticket for the office 
of mayor. Fred Hesse, present 
mayor, has not yet definitely an- 

nounced that he will be a can- j 
didate to succeed himself. Rumors 
have been abroad during the 
last few' days that should Han- 
sell file for the office of mayor, 
there was a possibility that Hesse | 
might decide not to run. 

From present indications there 
will be two tickets in the field. 
Cragin. Mundy and Grant oppos- 
ing Hansell. Smith and German. 
Should Hesse decide to file, with 
Hansell's hat already in the ring it 
is hard to tell just what might 
happen. 

/I_ 

Roy Okley of Timberlake, N. C., 
reports growing 1,316 pounds of to- 
bacco. which sold for 25 cents a 

pound, following a crop of lespe- 
deza. 

4LWARD REAPPORTIONMENT 
BILL PASSES THE ASSEMBLY 

-- 

Train Limit Bill Killed—Clark County to Get 
Four Assemblymen If Reapportion- 

ment Bill Becomes Law 
—■ ■ 

CARSON CITY. March 16. (Spe- 
cial)—The train limit bill was killed 
in the senate today when Senator 
Miller moved its postponement- in- 
definitely. The motion carried, nine 
for and seven again the mo- 

tion, and one not voting Senator 
Henderson of Clark county voted 

I against the motion. 

Alward's apportionment, bill pass- 
ed the assembly by a big majority 
after stiff opposition. Finney and 
Alward both talked in favor of the 
bill. Georgetta of White Pine coun- 

ty had previously moved to table 
the bill but the motion was lost. 

This bill increases Clark county's 
assemblymen to four members. 

MAYORWALKER 
SAYS HEALTH 
COMES FIRST 
Politics on Black List 

Until Vacation 
Over 

PALM SPRINGS, Calif., March 16 
fU.P)—Mayor James J. Walker, in the 
bes: of humor, created somewhat of 
a sensation here today when he ap- 
peared with a colorful blue ^nd 
white sun tent and announced he 
was ready for his first sun bath. 

Despite the fact that Palm Springs ] 
at present boasts of 32 millionaire ; 
guests, the rrfayor of New York oc- j 
cupied the limelight. 

While his attendants moved 24 
trunks containing the Walker ward- j 
robe from a hotel to the home of' 
Samuel Untermyer. a mile away, the 1 

mayor took his sunning. 
One of the mayor’s first an- 

nouncements was that he desired i 
to see Governor “Sunny Jim" Rolph 
of California, “another of the James 
boys." as the governor was called 
by Walker. 

Until “Sunny Jim" was elected! 
governor he served more than 20, 
years as mayor of San Francisco 
and was universally regarded as; 
Mayor Walker’s only rival for sar- I 
torical honors. Together they set j 
the standard as to what best dress- 
ed mayors should wear. 

“There is an old gag as to what 
the governor of South Carolina said 
to the governor of North Carolina, 
Walker said. “But wait until the 
James boys’ get together." 

The mayor said he intended to 
telephone Governor Rolph during 
the day and hoped that the gov- 
ernor could fly to Palm Springs 
over the week-end. 

Mayor Walker was adamant in 
his refusal to discuss New York 

politics and the present investiga- 
tion taking place there. 

"That can wait,” he said. ‘‘My 
health comes first." 

He dismissed rumors that he 

might become a movie actor with 
a shrug of the shoulders and an 

"Oh, pooh, nothing to it." 
Walker also said he had no ih- 

tention of going to Agua Caliente 
for the horse races or accept an in- 
vitation of the Los Angeles Break- 
fast club to partake of the famous 
"ham and egg” ceremony. 

The mayor gently chided news- 

reel photographers who struggled to 
set up their machines as the mayor 
sunned himself. 

"Boys.” he said, ‘‘if you don't 

hurry up with that infernal de- 
vice, my vacation will be half over.” 

He also had a little sport with 
a woman reporter who drove up in 
a “bantam" automobile. 

“I wonder what car that fell off 
of?” queried Mayor Walker. Then 
he gave the young woman an inter- 
view. while someone in a nearby 
bungalow banged out ‘‘East Side- 
West Side” on a piano. 

LOS ANGELES 
i TO RUSH WORK 

ON AQUEDUCT 
Output of Supply Ex- 

ceeds Input in 
Reservoirs 

LOS ANGELES. March 16. (I Fil- 
in urging immediate construi -ton 

of an aqueduct to the site of the 
Boulder dam, the Metropolitan Y.'at- 
er district announced today that 
southern California’s water su >ply 
was being rapidly depleted by the 
use of 170.000,000 gallons more at- 
er daily than is being replace i in 
the reservoirs. 

The overdraft of 170,000,000 gal- 
lons is being taken from un er- 

ground water reserves that have 
! accumulated over a period of thru- 
j sands of years. When this su ply 
is exhausted salt water will ow 

j into the gravel beds cutting off .his 

j source. 
Of the 9,000,000.000 gallons of 

| water which is daily running into 
the sea from the Colorado, c te- 

ninth will be made available to 

j southern California cities by the t’.is- 
; trict’s aqueduct when the dam at 
! Boulder is completed, the statem:nt 
said. 

Owing to the fact that it will 
take nine or ten years to construct 

i the aqueduct the Metropolitan Wat- 
i er disrict is urging immediate com* 

(—---- 

Last Minute 
News Flashes 

* .1 ■ 

HONGKONG, March 17 (U.R) — 

The French flyers Burtim and 
i Moenche, attempting a speed 
.flight from Paris to Tokio, left here 

fat 9:30 a.m. for Shanghai. 

TOKIO, March 17 (U.R)—A new 

sustained flight record for semi- 

rigid dirigibles of 60 hours and 1 
minute was claimed by the Japan- 
ese Army here today when the 
army's small dirigible No. 8 land- 
ed at this airport. 

The craft, built in Japan and j 
manned by a Japanese crew, had : 

been circling Tokio for two' days | 
and had sufficient fuel left to have > 

stayed up five houre more. 

The record said to have been 
broken was that of 44 hours and 
35 minutes established by Umberto 
Nobile of Italy. 

LONDON, March 16 (U.R)—The 
Labor government suffered another 
defeated in the House of Commons 
.this evening. 

The defeat came on the vote on 

the electoral reform bill. A crisis 
was not regarded as probable. 

The government was defeated 
246 to 242. The vote was on the 
clause in the electoral reform bill 
abolishing the university represen- 
tation in the House of Commons. 

BERLIN, March 16 <U.R)—Former | 
Chancellor Hermann Mueller, who 

beer grpvp'^ 111 becur.e sud- 
denly worse tonight. His condi- 
tion was considered critical be- 
cause of the weakness of his heart. 

j CHICAGO, March 16 (U.R)-A 
temporary 'suspension order has 
been entered by the Mississippi 
Athletic Association against Jack 
Dempsey pending inquiry into a 

bcxing show promoted by Ned Per- 
sons and refereed by Dempsey, J. 
V. Clinnin, president of the Na- 
tional Boxing Association, an- 
nounced today. The purpose of > 

the inquiry is to determine whether j 
the contest was conducted as a | 
partnership venture. 

WASHINGTON, March 16 (U.R)— 
The supreme court announced to- 
day it will adjourn March 23 until 
April 13. 

LOS ANGELES, March 16 (U.R)— 
Fifteen thousand gallons of alcohol 
valued at $100,000 were confiscated 
and seven men arrested on charges 
involving them with shipment of 
the liquor here from San Fran- 
cisco by department of justice 
agents today. 

LONG BEACH, Cal. March 16 
(U.R)—Robert D. Faulkner, 23, of 
Springfield, Mo., merchant marine 
sailor, died from wounds in the 
chest caused by gunshots fired by 
an unknown assailant with homi- 
cidal intent, a cc/roner jury decided 
at an inquest into the man’s death 
today. 

5 Inmates Of 
Sanitarium Are 
Burned to Death 

-®- 
JAMESTOWN, R. I„ March 16 

(U.R)—Five persons, four of them 
undergoing treatment at the Bates 
Sanitarium here were burned to 
death tonight when fire destroyed 
a building known at Cottage No; 3 
at the institution. The fifth victim 
was an attendant. 

The dead: 
Harry Easton, Newport; Edward j 

E. Peckham. Milldetown; Mrs.1 
Catherine Gerhard, E. Providence; 
Edward Shea, Providence and 
Joseph Hardman, orderly at the 
sanitarium. 

Starting from an unknown cause 

in a boiler room adjoining the cot- 

tage the fire had gained consider- 
able headway before it was dis-1 
covered by an orderly. Firemen 
from Jamestown and Newport bat- 
tled the flames for more than an 

hour before the fire was brought 
iinder control. 

mencement of work, 
i In the meantime southern Cali- 
j fornia cities were advised by the j 
I board of directors to develop local 
water sources to their fullest ex- 

tent. 
“By complete development of all 

remaining water in Owens valley 
and the Mono basin, Los Angeles is 
preparing to provide itself with an 

adequate supply until Colorado riv- 
er water can be brought in," the 
statement concluded. 

SHIPS SEARCH 
FOR MISSING 

ON ICE FLOE 
-—e— 

50 Members of Crew- 
Are Accounted For 

This Morning 
—®— 

(Copyright 1931 by L'nited Press; 
By JOHN T. MEANEY 

ST. JOHNS. Newfoundland. 
March 16 <U.R> — A poignant 
drama of the frozen north 
was being enacted tonight on 

the ice off Horse Island, fol- 
lowing an explosion which 
shattered the sealing ship 
Viking and left it, a flaming 
hulk, to burn to the water's 
edge. 

At 9 p.m. Sunday the ship's 
powder magazine or its boiler 
blew up. Many of the crew 
of 140 to 130 were killed out- 
right. The others, dazed if not 
maimed, were thrown out onto 
the ice pack, eight miles from 
Horse Island. 

Fifteen men struggled ashore 
this morning, including the 
captain. By nightfall, 50 had 
been accounted for, due to 
heroic work by fishermen. The 
remainder, dead, injured or 

floating out to sea, remained 
on the ice and were being car- 
ried seaward on small floes by 
a stiff off-shore wind. 

Two rescue ships were on the 
way from St. Johns. Neither 
is due until tomorrow. 

Among the men unaccounted 
for are three Americans. 

They are Varjck Frisell, Yale 
graduate and scientist thrill- 
seeker of New York. He was 

making a motion picture of 
winter sealing. 

Henry Jackson Sargent, of 
Boston, an amateur explorer of 
note and a Harvard graduate. 

A. E. Penrod of New York, 
Frkell's cameraman and close 
friend. 

One survivor said he saw 
Frisell on the ice but it is not 
known whether he reached the 
shore. There is no word from 
the others. 

The America” like most of 
the officers of the su!,', were In 
cabins aft. The explosion blew 
the after portion of the sT.lp 
to pieces. 

Captain Abram Kean jr.. 
master of the Viking was one 

of those who made shore. He 
was too weak to talk. 

The navigator, the ship’s 
doctor, the wireless operator, 
and the cabin cook were among 
those missing. 

The disaster tonight had as- 

sumed proportions which it 
seemed must rank it as among 
the great ones of the northern 
sea. Radio reports from Horse 
Island, which told of living 
men being blown out to sea 

alongside sundered corpses as 

those ashore watched helpless- 
ly, gave little hope that many 
could be saved. 

The prospect of rescue, ac- 

cording to those at the scene 

were depressingly slim unless 
a change of wind caused revi- 
sion of this forecast. 

By J. T. MEANEY 
(United Press Staff Correspondent) 

ST. JOHNS, N. F., March 15. 
(U.R) — The sealing steamer Viking 
was torn apart by an explosion 
Saturday night off Horse island, 
on the northeastern coast of 
Newfoundland, advices received 
here said today. 

Captain Abraham Kean. Jr„ 
and approximately 140 men. in- 

cluding Varick Frissell. New York 

explorer, were aboard- Many of 
the crew were killed by the ex- 

plosion. 
Half of the crew was unaccount- 

ed for at noon today and many 
of them were presumed to he 
adrift on floating ice cakes. Oth- 
ers were drowned in the scram- 

ble to get off the sinking ship. 
The origin of the blast was not 

known, but was attributed to the 
explosion of a boiler. 

Several bodies were brought 
ashore at Horse island today, 
their condition bearing witness 
to the terrific force of the ex- 

plosion. 
Meager advices said residents of 

Horse island heard the explosion 
and saw the ship in flames. They 
also reported seeking drift ice with 
human figures clinging to It. 

In addition to Frissell, who has 
been working on motion pictures of 
sealing in the north, Harry Sar- 
geant and R. Penrod of New York 
were also believed to have been 
aboard. 

Horse island, or St. Barbe island, 
(Continued on Page Threap 


