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THIS HAS HAPPENED
Helen Page feels hopelessly in love
with her guardian, Leonard Brent,
A chance meetinz with a dying beg-
gar, Charles Nellin, causes Brent to
change his pians for Helen's future.

Soon after he tells the girl that she

is the only crandchild of a million-
aire, Cyril XK. Cunningham.

Brent takes her to Cunningham
and offers prooJs which the lonely
old man accepts. IHoping to make
up for the injustice done her
mother,
girl with aifection and gifts.

Among Helcn's new friends are
Eva Ennis and her hrother Robert,
who falls in love with her. Brent
finds another locket like the ene he
had taken frem Nellin to establish
Helen as the hciress. He also be-
comes jealous of Bob and plots to
secure the girl for himself quickly.

Hearing the doctor say that a sud-
den shock would kill the old man,
Brent ge's the servanis out of the
way and rushes into the sick room

killed. His plan works and when ibe
attendant returns Cunningham is
dead. Then Brent appears as
friend and forime4 guardian of
Helen and tzkes charge of arrange
ments.

Brent
making love to Eva and now he
tries to break off the affair without
makint [felen suspicious. Mean
while, Bob is too proud fo sneak hi

love uniil a chance mceting breaks |
his reserve and they both acknowl- |

edze their love. Dut Helen tells him
it is hopeless, as she is promised to
another.
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CHAPTER XXVIIl
“I can't break my engagement
Helen said stiffly.

i

Brent had been cruel on occasion,
true, but his was the suave crueity

“I can only ask of a hid4en menace—the shz2athzd

to be released.”’ | claw, th lizhtly on the surface
Bob drew back from her, white to | but bit « . i 5 the heart.
the lips. Her attitude was incom-| The frankness of Eob's generation

prehensible tn him except from one | was unknown to her.

anrle—she did not truly love him.
Argument, his naturaly loaieal
brain told him,

i
| blow.
would be useless. | to show by so much as a flicker of

She did not flinch before the
Perhaps she was too shocked

. What could it mean to a girl who | her eyelids that it had struck her
 either was not very deeply in love | with terrific force.

or who was cauzht up in fallacles

7 be told that only a fool would |and strode out of the room.

shoutinz wildly that Helen has been | SocP 0 8 mere enmagement when

I'sas‘er threatened the outcome?

think of it.

L course she was taking w
| rather than idealistic.

A momenc of anrer flared up in
his heart against her—the resent-
mont of clean youth for evil com-
 promise. It wiped from his mind
| the question he wanted to ask her.
The name? of the man she was going
to marry.
gning to marry,” The words
| »chozd in Bob's mind as a sentence
| o lifelonz unhappiness. No man

" would let her go. Rot! A decent
| man—but not while he thought she
{ might Iave him.
| Bob felt himself slipping into a
maze of doubt and fear. But he
could not argue, could no{ plead his
{ own case further.

| What appeared to be uncertainty
ove him to cruelty.
He would not recognize quixotism as
her prompter, he was too modern
for that, and he knew nothing of
har sanse of obligation. To him she
was unsure of her heart, and he
had no tolerance for her.
“Then” he said quietly,
‘yoirre a bil of a rotter.”
All that he knew of needless, even
eriminal, self-sacrifice; all that he
znew of lives wasted for false pre-
cepts of honor: all that he raalized
of right and wrong was behind hi:
words. What seemed her stupidity,
hat donied her brain, her apparent

coldly,

lack of couraze to change her
eaurze when, to anyouce bul a lool
._, vatiger sianals all were se!

vhese too had helped to
scathing remark.

inst it—
ea ll forth his

5-_.

He had thouzht of her as brave
nd fearless—never a jugeler with
the tender passion. Love, he had
nelieved, would come to her as true
and untrarnplad as il had come (9o
him. How it could involve two men

.at the same time was an impene- '

trable mysiery to him.

For Beb had never known puppy
ve. Helen's passing from love ol
sve to love itsell was beyu.zd his
undersanding.

His -youthful hardness, steeled by
‘he thouzht that she would go
Lroueh with a loveless match,

was o

Without another word Bob turned
Mrs.
Wethering, uneasily waiting in the
library, saw him fling himzelf ou’

Bob wondered that Helen could | of the house, leaving the front do.:
Wondered that she| open behind him, as thouzh he were
eomld not sze as he did. that the| nursuaed by a demon.

as sord'd|

3h2 hucried to the kitchen bu
Helen had fled, up the rear stalrs tu
her room.

Mrs. Wethering gathered up the
things that were to have gone int»
the preparation of their midnight
sugper and put them away, Later
he went o Helen's door and Iis
ened. She thought she detecied
the sound of muffled sobs but when
ha tried the door and found it
iocized she hesitated Lo demaad wi
mittance.

The sound; rradually grew £vinta

and finally the housekeeper drc.ded |

that it would be better for Helen if
she left her alone.

Tho  next morning the girl wos
palz and worn, with shadowed ey -
7 which there was an unhealed
vwound.

Mrs. Wetherint was very genil
and remnained with Helen wh.le sh.
preakfasted, ‘or rather while s
went through the motions of na
akina of her fruit end eoffee. She
hoped Helen would confids in h
and went so far as to moantion hov-
ng witnessed Mr, Ennis’ bhasty de-
wmriure the night before.

Sifil Helen said nothing, bu: thers
w13 on hor face a set, eoll expres-

m that warned Mrs. Weotheria;
that the incident, whatover i was
had a serious aspzct.

Vs, '«,tf~
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necinT .".'*h".l wer
)ity to adminisier com® 1
icuestod har Helen ought

ut .n:) the open. “You havan't
iriven your car very much lately,”
sald. “Why don't you let me

a

s J ¢ £

210

{ix you & picnle lunch and vou can ' |

‘<lephone for someon2 to g2 for a
drive with you? The wedtiher
is lovely

“I'm goinz to New Yorx'”
answered quietly.

Mrs. Wethering was greatly dis-
turbed but she did npt darc oifer
any oposition, There was about
tielen an air of determination that
plainly indlicated she was
a course from which she could not
be swerved.

“Are you taking an early train?”
Mrs. Wethering asked, hopinz the

' .
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i dd not, matter, and moved, on,
paying no attention to th? man's
words. He was saying that Mr.
| Brent was out.
Someone had drawn the heavy
Jraperies azainst the brillian® sud-
hine of the early autuma day M|

nrent when she and Shallimar had
gone lo the Ritz.

She did not know wha she was @
| yshat she was but she feit au 8n-

vxonism rise within her oven he-
fore the woman spoke. Anthed
'.‘m:: she'd have mistakon for
jealousy; now she believed it to be
anneyance over a third persons

BT 3 e e

oco or Soto, or whatever his man's’
'ne 18, doesn’t scem to Rhow &hal
become ~f Leonard,” Carme!
indicating by moving over

E————— e = —S——— pghy-— PR

d

i beside her on the diven.
Helen stood, tirinking swilily
“Have vou an engatement with
him?" she asked pointblank, decid-
{ing that if such were the case she
would go and come back later
“My dear, one never has engage-
She was much relieved | ments with Leonard,” Carme! an-
“One ca‘ches
of course
Her volco

to the city.
when Helen told her she was going  -wered patronizingly
on a morning train, {him on the wing. But,

In Helen's mind. too, was fear of | possibly in your case—"

53

driving her car. She knew that £hc |y 33 on a mockingly Interrozetory
vas llkely to become forgeiiul of | note.

danger on the road and she did not
want to risk injury to another per-
son.

Mris. Wethering found an excusec
to go to her room with her vhen
Helen went up to get her hat ana

Helen re:urned her glance with
the steadiness of steel but inwarcly
12 was quaking lest the jrritation
she felt shou'd =haw in her face

She turned and took a seat in An

WL armchair near a reading table, and
“There's just a little tang in the guite nonchalantly turned on a sec-
air; won't you wear & fur?” the .41 lamp. She would not go now

housakeeper urged.

Helen aecepied a silver fox and
lzew it carelessly about her shoul-
ders. It made her costume perfect

and appear o this Insclent woinan
> be running away from he: jibes.

“Smoke?” Carmel asked, takisg
'out a platinum case and extendirz

nd Mlt'i;. Weothoring wondered 17 | |4 to Holen

he had selected the black and giat
; Shehiy ) . | The latter shook her head. W'th
vhite tweed ensemble, with ite' ... v1. ° octentation Carmel

smart black and silk blsuse, with
any particular care.
“What could be the objezt =f her

put the case aside. rose and walked
{nver to a desk and dug a long

visit to the city? It worried ,_he_g;:;%er eigaret holder ou: of a
slder woman almost to tio paint or | FAWEr- ]
crusing her to attempt to break | Ilelon  porcelved  that Carmel

wieh~d her to know that she was
familiar with the apartment, but
=ha anperred not to notice.

Thay sat In silence for severnl
m'nutes Carmel lazily pulling at
her choeola‘e-papered ciearet and
Holan flipping the pages of a maga- &
zine

Socretly Carmel was studying her,

down Helen's reserve.

But that reserve had acted as a
shield upon many occations and it

miined offvetive now. Helenn w
J‘rrmttcd to leave withaus reveal-
g her destination.

On the traln she consulied a card
t> make certain that she had the
correct address. Two or three times

3

e said it over to memorize th: weinhine her vouth and beauty with
street and number, then put it away. s»vars resen‘mont of it. For thouzh
The name that was engraved upon it i she knew that her own exaslic
vas a silent rcproach chaim had held Leonard Brent

..mhtly that she expected Helen to
| she thought

S ——

when wlld horses couldn t tirag them
near their own

Precently Carmel came oul to
the living room and openad up a
small table, over which she spread a
luneheon cloth that she had brought
from the kitchen.

- ——— - .-

was =0 complete that e did ot
mind obeying her.

Helen's loveliness convinced her
that here was a formidable rival.
Perhaps Leonard wanted to mmry, '
snegringly. She
tather furlous over it as the mia-

irey

Helen recognized it as om
che herself had made for e

at a time when she hoped 9
nouse for him. She ﬂemtﬁm

mixed feelings as Carmel smoothed
it ln lace and lald the lppkl.m
ntinued on Page Six)

u‘es went by and Helen sat calinly

turning the pages of the magazine
(though she was anything but caim
beneath her exterior).

‘The girl looks a decent sort”
she told herself as the nucleus of a
scheme to thwart Brent began to
form in her mind. “She won'
stand for much dirt.”

She put down her cigaret and
halder and looked ai a clock on the

meantel. It was very close to 12
o'clock.
Leonard invited me to lunclh,”’

she remarked offhandedly, ending In
a lanzh. “Were you included?” she
added, compelling hersell to speak
graciously.

s
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Helen saw no reason to lie to her,
let her think what she would.

“As  you suggesited,” she sall
evenly, “I am trying ‘to catch Mr,
Rrent on ‘he wing—on bustness tha*
is very important to him."”

‘Of course” Carmcl agreed
pleasantly, “but no doubt he will
wish you to stay to lunch. Gener-
ally he leaves it to me to see that
there is something to eat”” She
reached up and took off her hat,
addinT carelessly. “when we don't go

Special Trips
% Passengers or Less $12.00

u.

Helen began then to wonder ns
much 1b ut Carmel as Carmel lLiad
2cn wonderines about her. Whr
saould th.., woman take oller

vomen 35 casually in regu-;l {0 |
b ~3na.d" Had she some secret rizht |
to him that gave her sccurity? ¥
Helen discarded the thought as
unwort‘l} of herself and an injus-
tica to Brent. She knew, sha told
‘15-:-: 1f, that the women of his ac-
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guaintance were eolorful individuals,

all conearned with conven-

at

nst

Bul Leonard hd.l pio=-
» oniy her; he could
e interested in ﬂnyone else.

er, when Carmel procecded
wrap and went intd
en, where Helen could
humming and mak.n: a

to lov

her
woeat to do with pots and pans, she

awear

¢ould nat remain blind o the sig-
aif eancs of the woman's conduct
Cerlalnly she was no siranger o thc
place.

But what of that? Leonard was
a RBohemian in many ways. And
she knew—she'd heard—that many
smart wemen got a thrill in playing
around in a Dbachelor's gitzhen

i —
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He is having

How often had she fanecied it & ' partly under a spell [or many vears,
her cwn! Mrs Leonoard Brent. Anl sh2 knew alsn tha® he wanted her
AOW—NOW she dared not think be- out of his life now. And she did

nd the hour h  comia--  nob know why. Was this girl e

vhien she w .ill.l u"; to be c]ea.,cJ answer?

-"-"”"“ her mad  promuse.  Surely She knew about Helen Parze bt
diiely hie wourtld not h id her tl.'l ! ‘He h-‘d never been nermitted 10

Bul the voice of fear deep In €1 ynant her, She did not knot that
ieart answered that he would. 8ShY  fHasjen's name was now Nellin, And
y*lized that. aside from ‘e Ke2p- | nhen Helen had ben anndunced
i ¢ o hep [83the ' oirmel had been scized with a de-
Leonard e hadd nothing ail- | =ise to pry into Brent's affairs. For
andingly creditable to his aceount | ihat reason she had instructed the
On the contrary there ware maLy | ;:sanese servant, when she heaid

s azainst him. His pas + 5% him repeat Helen's name, to say ihat
WA i ‘range, unden jhe was to come up.: He had taken
Al selilh uaps & Fou lor; from Carmal before, high-
Hfe—lu ' P imse Lionded oncs too, but his indifference

Helow eould s2e now tAw her | sa
hool friend. Shallimar, had boen l

rat in much she had said aoxu' |

L | i

s

mourned, “Then {a
colea have, happened. Len
vouldn't have cared for me if I had |
heen more independent.” |

iizl:.l

ot ¥

3Fhe w 1..‘, t"‘mn" of course, far!
tth Pt T T Bk LI s by
b ‘Jr;,\H m in regard to 1
n 15 o worship ol an Jdid-
o vhrald e -
But H *“1 felt that Ln was the |
fal zirl in the world—in
¢ . 1 '4 27 { ] '
an 1! ey m in, and she was

(I‘ nkm d*en m rf""“'.

X7 1

N |[§

B \s

L Brzhten Yur rﬁme/

e o I

Yonkerb seemed. mterm:nab]e——ar'

iy 560N

~3°d to bﬂ ex’ "emnh painful.

She had not telephoned to s~
that sha was cominz, feelinx cor-
tain to find Brent in. The thounl:
of talking with him by wire had |
been impossible. She wanted to s2¢ |
him now, teil him, and have an <nd
to her suspense.

A% Brent's apartment housz sh
-ave her name at the desk and was '
1d t» eome up. The girl who an
wineasd her ‘urned a cuvious 1ok

:pon her bnt Helen missad it.

She steppad hurriedly into

rlor :m.i gave her floor to the
n -'. .

“Mr Breat's apartmant?” she o

qu red when he again openad th
v. He too flashed h

glance when she namcd

iront.  But his voice was correclly

mo:iulated when he gave the direc-

tions she asked [or. i

“To your rizht, Miss, the third
door beyond the tun.”

l_ﬂ____mneﬁ-n

Living Room Furniture — Restful
sets that are the last word in Quality.

Beautiful Walnut Dining Sets —-
An exceptional bargain.

“Thank yvou” Helen replied an'i
walked ra; }lJlJ dorwn the hall, qu't

unaware that her pale face .s‘t.
foverish eves, ber eomnressed lins
and the hint of tragedy that huny |

ab ut her was like a standard (hat
she mizht have carried; and that
the buildinz attaches had read it to
Particularly as they
knew that a visitor had arrived
ahead -of her: a tall, slim, elegant
visitor in fashionable attire and the

home in her surroundings.
Helen hurrled on, expecting to
find only Brent.

CHAPTER XXIX

of Bre"n. 5 rlmriment by a J 1]1.111.:,'.'
eervant. She stepped quickly over
the threshold and glanced beyond o
the living roem that could be
frl;mpsed throush an open doorway.

“Miss Nellin,' she said as thouzd

e liviny room ang turned on & 50
lizht near a divan.

Helon's eves went to the i
stinctively but instead of seeing, 2
she expected. Leonard sitiing um. i
it, she found hersslf starinz iuie
the bemused countenance of “oae
f his women.”

The phrase flashed through h?

il wasummoned, perhaps as al

1o of fhcuchts she had enteriam-
>d on the train.

She recognized Carme! a.
1s the woman she had seen witi

onee—
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