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Fast friends should bo slow to dis- 

agree. 

When a man earns h!s money be nev- 

er has any to burn. 

Business is business for those wbo 

mind their own business. 

Fruit may be scare* on tree and vine 

this year, but there Is still 'a fairly 
good crop In the. tin can. 

Adam never had occasion to try to 

explain the presence of a blonde hair 

on the sleeve of his coat 

Those warships In the Pacific mean 

nothing, but Japan will not have to pay 

an admission fee to look at them. 

V.'by should there be a dispute over 

the sex of the American eagle? The 

angle Is on our money, and It certain- 

ly talks 
__ 

Because be has been made a doctor 

of literature. Mark Twain will not 

treat poetry for bad feet. He la not 

a chiropodist 

We do not remember having real 

any nature faking stories about the 

mosquito. Everybody seems to under- 

stand the mosjuito's habits. 

Somebody should push along that 
Idea of selling eggs by weight. Some 

of those that now go toward making 
up a full dozen are no larger than 

hailstones. 

I^-st we become too proud as a poo 
pie let us recall the fact a? suitable in- 

tervals that English tailors criticise the 

ttyle of clothing worn by Americans at 

si- cry functions. 

A Washington preacher declares that 

“hell is in the sun." Hut. then, he may ; 
know no more about it than the grid I 
old pastor who used to tel! us that it i 

Is in the opposite dire--tion. 

The I»uke of Abruzzi U reported to 

be In love with a Philadelphia girl 
wl -«* father has millions. The duke's ; 
friends will, if the repirt Is true, lie 
sorry that he Is In financial diffl ulti-s. 

<'".gressman Ih.Ism says It is a 

drc;..ii f his life to see ero ded in Ala- 
bama a factory that will turn out H*0 
bait shijis a day. Imes he stop to 
think how common captains and com- 

manders would be in the event of such 
a consummation 

With some men education Is a proc- j 
css. as the w iru Indicates. With others 
It is an event. A New Jersey Janitor 
undertook to wipe windows with a 

United States flag. When the police 
drove away the mob the Janitor had 
been educated, but it had taken only a 

few minutes. 

A great deal has been said about the 
facility of the Japanese in adopting 
and adapting Western methods. Even 
our language appears to gain s «ne- 

thlng from their use of it. It is told 
of one of (ienera! Kuroki’s party that 
when his opinon of America was asked, 
he replied. “Your country is full of re- 

markahllitles, hut 1 find the weather 
curseworthy.” Two noteworthy uew 
words In a single breath! 

Sir Chentung Llan-Cheng. Chinese 
minister to the United .states, has been 
called home like his predecessor, Mr. 
Wu, to serve the empire in domestic 
diplomacy. China has need of all her 
able diplomatists and administrators in 
her vast new scheme of Internal re- 

form. One of Sir Chentung’s a coai- 

pllshments. however, vv ill bt illowo.l to 
languish In tlie c'iiinese foreign office— 
his Yankee skill at basebali which lie 

acquired along with other iilierui arts 
at Phillips Academy, Andover. 

Notwithstanding tin* p.issnge of the 
servlet* pension law last IVhruary, the 

pension roll is decreasing, according to 
it recent statement liy tin* pension com- 

missioner. It reached its maximum in 
January. 1905, with a few more than 
a million names on it. In tin* next 
eighteen mouths It decreased eighteen 
thousand; there were sixteen thousand 
fewer names on it In the following 
eleven months, and the net decrease for 
April was two thousand nine hundred 
and seventy-seven, or at the rate of 
a Is ait thirty-five thousand a year. This 
Is what one would expect forty years 
after the close of the war. 

Polar exploration has made more 
progress within the past twenty-five 
years than in any other similar period. 
This was well Illustrated when Com- 
mander Robert E. Peary, of the Amer- 
ican navy. Col. David L. Bralnard, of 
the American army, and the Duke of 
the Abruzzl, of the Italian navy, met 
at a dinner In New York in honor of 
the duke. Each of the three men has 
held the record for penetrating farthest 
north. Colonel Bralnard. with the par- 
ty in search of the Greely expedition, 
reached 83 degrees, 24^ minutes north 
latitude in 1882. He held this record 
till Nansen passed It in 1895, reaching 
8ti degrees, 13.00*1 minutes. The Duke 
of the Abruzzi in 1900, or the party 
Fent out by him. beat this by about 20 
minutes, and Peary last year surpassed 
them all, touching 87 degrees and 8 

minutes. In the twenty-five years since 

Colonel Bralnnrd's achievement the ex- 

picrers have gone almost 3Vi degrees 

| n*arer t» f e f» or at the rat* of 
about ten lull.** a year. There remain 
ft boat 200 miles to go. 

It sometimes happen* In human Iff* 
that ■ man who hft* lived for years In 

peaceable If not amicable relations with 
his neighbors Is suddenly revealed as 

a great criminal, whose presence has 
been a constant menace to all about 
him. and whose sins Include traged.es 
which bad long been mysteries. f*ome 

such revelation a* this has been made 
about the common domestic rat. not 

suddenly, perhaps, but with a slow and 
certain piling up of evidence, until now 

the Biological Survey of the United 
States government has Indicted the sly 

! gray criminal In a special pamphlet 
! The first rat to reach these shores was 

the European black rat. which came 

over nearly three hundred years ago. 
The common rat of today Is the brown, 

j or Norway rat. He reached America 
about 1775. and ha* multiplied ao rapld- 
ly that he baa almost entirely driven 
out his black predecessor. There la 
also a third spedes. known as the roof, 
or Alexandrian rat of Egypt. This rat 

Is a good sailor, and ao la found mostly 
In seacoast cities. The brown rat la 
pronounced to be the worst mammalian 
pest in existence. No statistics are 

available for America, but In Denmark 
this rat Is estimated to work three mil- 
lion dollars' worth of destruction every 
year; and In the United Stares one rat 

to every horse, cow. sheep and bog—a 
con.Tervatlve estimate—would do one 

hundred million dollars' worth of dam- 

nge in a year. Kats nestroy eggs ana 

young poultry, pigeons. game-bird* nu<l 
song-birds. In cities they enter stores 

and warehouses, and destroy Inees, car- 

pet*. silks anil woolen*. They gnaw 

tbroqgh lead pipe, and so flood build- i 
Ing* with water. They eat away the 
insulation of electric wires, and thus 
cause fires. They are prolific sources 

of the spread of contagious diseases. 

They hree.l so fast that a single pair. If 
they and their descendants were un- 

molested fur three years, would be reje 
reseriteil at the end of that time hy 
more than twenty million individuals. 
The bulletin of the Blologicul Survey Is 
Issued especially for farmers and 
others whose premises are Infested 
with rats. It gives the best methods 
of poisoning them, the rats describes 
the ciost effective traps, and gives other 
Information which innkes It an tm[>ort- 
ant aid in the elimination of what has 

truly been called "a world pest." 

LANGUAGE THAT DISAPPOINTED. 

411 *1 lint a Mrunar 'Inn Siil«] 1 mlrr 

i.r»*ai I’rovorntlon. 

“I don't like to bear a man swear a<4 
a genera! thing.” said the girl of some 

experience, to a Providence Journnl 
writer, "hut there are times when it 
seems Justifiable, and then I like to 
know that a man can relieve his feel- 

ings. The other day I had what was 

a real disappointment, though It's 
dreadful to admit It. 

“I was walking up Westminster 
street with a man you know, and his 
hat blew off, fell under the wheels of 
a trolley and was absolutely ruined— 
a new hat, too! What do you think 
that big. strong man said? He picked 
up the remains, looked at them for a 

time as If he were struggling with 
some strong emotion and then observ- 
ed mildly, -I>enr me!’” 

"So you wanted to hear him swear?” 
inquired the man to whom she poured 
out her tale. 

“Well, I thought he would use at 
least one big I>," replied the girl. 

“My dear girl." said her companion, 
"that man you were with Is probably 
the nn st profane man In Providence, 
and on what you might call ordinary 
i) visions lie can swear for half nn 

1 

hour without repeating himself. There 
are, however, times when ‘words is In- 

adequate,’ and he doubtless recalled 
that all the cuss words he knew were 

too feeble for the occasion. I assure 

you there was more heartfelt bitter- 
ness in that mild expression than in 
all the oaths he knew.” 

"Perhaps,” wild the girl, “hut It 
really seemed so pitiful that I wanted 
to say things for him.” 

The <lot»ki)lnt<*. 

An ex librls, ur bookplate, is a small 
piece of paper whereon is printed the 
owner's name and pasted on tin1 inside 
cover of a book : in other words, it is 
a printed slip to denote the ownership 
of books. A proper ex lihris sit.>uld 

j have, first of all, the name, boldly and 
I plainly printed, and a spate left for 

j the number of volumes contained in 
the library; then, to make it more ln- 

j terestlng and personal, some decora- 
tive device of the owner’s peculiar and 

| Individual choice as well as some fa- 

I vorlte motto, If desired. In Europe 
I those who have the right use family 
j crests or armorial bearings for their 

ex librls. Every well regulated library 
should have some mark of ownership, 
and the ex librls takes the place of the 
owner's signature. 

Thanked. 

Lil' rain an' sunshine makes de country 
smile; 

Thank the Lawd we livin’, ef It's only fer 
a while! 

Lll' rose a-growln’, drinkin’ up de dew— 
Thank de Lawd you livin' en de flowers 

is fer you ! 

HI’ bit er trouble—lil" song en sigh; 
Thank de Lawd de res' time Is cornin' 

by en by ! 
—Atlanta Constitution. 

The Secret. 

He—Why did you tell me this If It 
was such a secret? She—But If 1 
didn't tell It tc somebody bow could 
anybody know I could keep a secret?— 
Baltimore American. 

EURSLA3C GET A SCARE. 

Chasilr •! Tm Irrrn- 
llces Im l'rl«r. 

Two vetmg burglars la Paris bad a 

gha«tly ciperieoce rei-entiy and a nar- 

row escape fmm being li -M for a crime 
that they did not commit, says the 
»w York Snn. Tiler wen- leitli new 

in the leiuie-breaking game. They were 

lads of ID and :?» years, botchers' ap- 

prentices. cat of work and penniless 
• nd with associations in the Apache 
gangs, now tem»riii:ig Paris which led 
them to turn naturally to crime as a 

means of getting on th“lr feet. 
They chose as the scene of their first 

trial the apartment of a well-to-'lo en- 

gineer named Pan-dos, who lived all 
•lone in a honse on the Hue Myrh.i. 
They made their way into the house .li 

night after the lights had been put 
out, but as they figured before the 
hour at which P.ancios usually returned 
from his game of dominoes at the cafe. 
They got into the npnrtment by a 

skeleton key and shut the door noise- 

lessly behind them. Then, while on-- [ 
cf them prepared to strike a light tin- 

other groped his way a couple of feet 

forward In the anteroom of the apart- 
ment. 

As he did so he Jostled against some 

thing that gave way before him, then 
came back nnd hit him rather heavily, 
then hacked away again. The young 
burglar gasjied. He stretched out bis 
hands and felt a man's clothing and 
then the legs of the man Inside and a 

chilly hand, all swaying horridly to an i 

fro as he touched them. 
HI# cry made hi* companion strike a 

match In a hurry and in It# flickering 
light the pair saw Hanclos banging by 
a rope to the gas fixture. He was 

stone dead, hut the couple said after 
ward that the hideously distorted face, 
as they watched It In the light of the 
match, seemed to he grinning at them 
as if to say: “Ahal I've caught you. 
have I?” 

They dashed out of the room and 
down the stairs at headlong speed. Tie- 
clatter they made aroused the con- 

cierge. an<l while they fumbled at the 
front floor he scrambled Into hi# trous 

crs and boots and pursued them down 
the street. A couple of handy police- 
men headed them off ami they were 

marched back to the house, where tie- 

doors to I fcindoi' rooms were found 

open. plainly showing that the; hail 
been there. 

As the body was still warm the po- 
lice took It Into tbeir bead# that the 

couple bad murdered him as a si-quel 
to robbing bis place. Itut the nest day 
it was established that nothing bad 
been stolen and also that Hanclos bad 
often threatened suicide liecause of his 
sufferings from an Incurable disease. 
The cbalr which be had kicked from 
under hint completed the story. So 
the two apprentices in crime will only 
have charges of attempted burglary to 

answer. 

HOW TO PREVENT MOTHS 

ICxmnlno CiariiK-ntx anil Fur-* for 

Safety’s Sake. 

It is wise to examine the woolen gar- 

ments and furs put away for tin- sum- 

mer on the chance that some prela- 
tory moth may have eluded your vig- 
ilance. 

If it can be made sure tb it no eggs 
were ilojiositeil on the garment it is 

easy anil cheap to keep them out. Im- 
mediately oil fluisbiug tile cleaning and 

inspecting treatment, slip the garment J 
into a bag made <>f calico or muslin 
that will bold it easily, and that lias 

not the smallest break or tear. Close 
the opening by running the ends tie 

gother on the sewing inaehiiie ami lay- 
away on a shelf or in a trunk, ns pro-1 
ferrel. A lioUKekeep-r who has k.-pt 
blankets, furs, and clothing year in 
and year out in this way, in this moth- 
infested city, gives this as her advice, 
after her long and successful i-x|>.-ri- 
ence.' 

“Sometimes,” she says, "I dip a cloth 
in turpentine and drop it In the bag 
with my blankets, and I always go 

| over the closet shelves, or the trunk,! 
or the bureau drawers in which I pa k 

away this bagged clothing, etc., w h a 

J brush dipped in turpentine. Mottos 
won't eat cotton or linen, and if von 

are careful to keep them out of the! 
! garment till it is into a hag, they are 

|out for the summer. Han't use chet-e 

j doth for the hags; it is too sleazy. I s 

; any dean, firm cotton or linen material. 
| Old pillow eases that are not broken 
or worn through anywhere are useful 
fur this purpose. Many tilings neenni- 

i ulate in the house that may be used, 
light siiesia dress linings, faded chain- 
bray, percale or linen dress skirts, and 
the like. 

Snake* with Two lleaiU. 

I have lately been assured by more 

than one of uiy friends that they have 
; seen in northern India snakes with two 
heads—1. e., without a tail, but with a 

second and perfectly formed bead In 
1 tilie place where the tail ought to i»e. 
j They assure me that there are specl- 
mens in northern India museums and 
that these freaks of nature are fre- 
quently found by the natives. The rid- 
er is added that the natives declare 
that each head lives and performs ac- 

tive service for sis mouths in the year 
In turn. Tlie snakes are said to grow 
to about three feet in length. I myself 
have killed a small snake with two 
heads, but these were both at the same 

end of the reptile, a very different 
matter, which is, I believe, a well 
kuown freak and in the same category 
with two headed calves.—Pioneer. 

He Writes for Monty. 

I.ady Uusblngtou—So your son Is a 

teal author! How dlstractingly inter- 
esting! And does he write for money? 
Practical Had—Yes; I get his applica- 
tions about once a week. 

rroRiAi 
Opinions of Great Papers on Important Subjects. 

INSANITY ON FARM. 

WISCONSIN man says fanners' wives nre 

going Insane in increased numbers, and he 

blames the rural free delivery of mail for 

tbe alleged condition. It is doubtful if In- 

sanity Is increasing on the farm as the man 

from Wisconsin states. If the Sun is right- 
ly Informed, the opjiosite is tme. At least, 

statements directly refuting the claim of increased luna- 

cy bare been published recently. In support of the state- 

ment that lunacy Is on tbe Increase and that farmers 

wives are the victims, it is alleged that the farm-wife's 

life is more than ever secluded and withdrawn, now 

that tbe mail is carried to the door each morning. It 

Is said that before the Introduction of rural free deliv- 

ery of mail tbe people gathered at the country store, at 

the neighbors' homes, and saw more of each other than 

they do now. The man who lias discovered that farmers' 

wives were in the habit of gathering at the store, and 

at each ethers’ homes to gossip has uncovered some- 

thing new and outside the facts. There is too much 

doing in the home to permit much lingering at the store 

—for the women, at any rate. Those who were in the 

habit of getting together to "talk things over" are prob- 
ably "getting together" Just as much as ever under tlie 

new conditions. There is little danger but that the gos- 

sip will keep her mind and tongue so engaged ns to pre- 
clude the possibility of brooding.mopiug or Insane moods. 

Tbe chances are that the rural free delivery of mail mili- 

tates against i>ossibility of insanity rather than acting 
as a factor In bringing mental disease to the marooned 

farmer's wife.—Indi « apolis Sun. 

BICYCLE& 

AXUFACTURERS report an increase this 

year over last year in the demand for bi- 

cycles. Is it iKissihle that the leg-power, ve- 

hicle is coming into its own again, or at 

least recovering from the depression which 
followed the fever a dozen years ago? 

Tlie census bulletin for 19U5 shows that 
In 1S90 two and a half million dollars' worth of bicycles 
were manufactured in this country. Ten years later the 

output had iucrensed to twelve times that amount, and 

since the manufacturing cost had decreased, the number 
of new bicycles in use in 1900 was more than twelve 

times that of ten years before. 
In the next live years the Industry declined to one- 

sixth of its magnitude In 1!*K). 
The bicycle craze rea lied its height in lSiH-O. With 

the approval of fashion, both men and women in great 
numbers were i>edaling over the roads. Professional bi- 

cycle riders loomed large in the world of sport. Motor- 

paced races threatened to rival baseball as a summer 

day's entertainment. The crouching speeder made the 

highway hideous and trained walking humanity in the 

agility which later became useful in dodging the auto- 

mobile. But these abuses decreased, and were more 

than atoned for by the service which bicycling rendered 
in promoting good roads. 

Bicycling os a track snort was displaced by the motor 

car: fashion withdrew her favor: many persons tired 

of the exercise, often because they had abused their 

strength. 
After the suddeu fever anil the equally sudden depres- 

sion, it may tie that the bicycle will come in again, not 

as a fad, but in its real right as a useful and pleasant 
vehicle. Machines were never so well made at low cost 

ns they are now. 

The “wheel,” having gone erratically up and down as 

the sewiug machine once did. ought to have a future 

conducted by the manufacturer on sound economic priii- 

ciples and supported by a steady demand of the pUblit i 
for an inexpensive and pleasant mode of exorcise lrj 
locomotion.—Youth's Companion. 

THE UNWRITTEN LAW. 
HE •'unwritten law" is a survival 0f gar. 
ngery, when man claimed the right of own- 
orship over hla women. It has no place It 
modern thought: it should have no place 
in modern sentiment. 

When people who would like to -oniBit 
murder, hut are deterred from it by fear 

of punishment, see that other murderers escape 
by an easy excuse, they naturally flud their fear re- 
moved. and then there is nothing to prevent them from 
carrying out their pans. They appeal to the "unwritten 
law," and walk out of court free men, nnd not only free 
but sympathized with, wept over and honored. 

There have been many such cases of late. In which 
the murderer told his story, and, as there was nobody 
to refute It, the sole person who might have been able 
to do so being in his grave, it was accepted ns g'ispel 
truth. In some places In this country no man's life is 
safe, or his reputation, either. Any other man can shoot 
him, go Into court nnd allege monstrous crimes against 
him, nnd there Is no redress. The dead man's family 
is struck down, wears a stigma forever afterward, and 
nothing that can be done will avail to remove it. The 
dead man is dead, but the murderer bears no shadow 
on bis name. 

This state of affairs is intolerable In a civilized com- 

mnnity. No man, whatever the circumstances, should 
have the right of life and death over a not her, or else 
every man should go armed nnd law should be declared 
non-existent. There is no middle course. Eeltber we 

must revert to the customs of our ancestors, before law 
came Into the world and humanity was In a continual 
state of war; or else we must enforce the law which 
binds us together In an orderly community.—Chicago 
Journal. 

SOME DEFECTS IN OUR NAVY. 

-HE cbirgN made against the naval 

of construction by the Navy, n periodical 
publislicd in Washington and supposed to 

be the organ of some of the higher naval 

officers, are too serious to be ignored. ‘Our 
boasted Atlantic battle fleet.” it says, for 
example, “has neither coal, ammunition, 

fire-control appliance*, nor. In fact, much of any of the 

many things that nre indispensable to the efficiency of a 

licet in battle, and is no more fit to make an early ap- 

pearance in battle-trim on the waters of the Pacific than 
was the ill-fated fleet commanded by Itojestvensky.” 

Similar charges have been made In-fore, but never with 
so much apparent authority as attaches to these. The 

Navy g*es into minute details, as, for instance, that the 

I torts of the turrets of the Kearsarge and the Kentucky 
are so large that even small shot could penetrate the 

turrets and disable the guns. So manifest are the-e 

defects, says the Navy, that the officers who took these 

sliiits abroad sought to conceal them by building wooden 

shields painted to represent steel. The protecting armor 

belts of some of the ships are also so misplaced that 

when the vessels are fully equipped the water-line mark 

is far out of sight under water. 

Hear Admiral Brownson is the only navy official who 

lias yet attempted to answer these charges, and he is 

compelled to admit the truth of many of them. There 
should be a congressional inquiry into the state of the 

navy, that all the facts may lie made known.—Kansas 
city World. 

CIRL HEROINE IN 
COLUMBIA DISASTER. 

Of the tales of bravery in connection 
with the wreck of the steamship Colum- 
bia, in which more than 50 lives were 

lost, none is more thrilling, none 

arouses more admiration than that of 
which Miss Maybelle Watson Is the 

the vessel, who is generally credited 
with having saved many lives, says of 
her: “There is but one heroine In 
the catastrophe which befell the 
Columbia. That is Miss Watson. 
I was gathering in tiie second 
boat load when I saw her with a 

woman clinging to her. and discovered 
that, while Miss Watson was provided 

MISS MAYBELLE WATSON. 

heroine. She Is barely 17 years old and 
resides at Berkeley, Cal. She was a 

passenger on the big coaster. Miss 
Watson is unable to swim, but before 
she was hurled from the deck of the Ill- 
fated Columbia she had fastened on a 

life preserver, and this enabled her to 

play the part she did. 
Robert VW<*-«e. the third mate of 

with a life preserver, her companion 
was not There was that slim wisp of 
a girl, paddling bravely aud telling the 
lielpless woman to keep a good hold and 
not give up, for the boat was coming. 
When I reached out for her she shook 
her head resolutely and said I must 
take the woman with her Into the boat 
first I have seen many brave deeds. 

mil have beard many in my seaf.irin! 
life, but never saw anything to cpul 
the way that girl risked her own 

chances for life by allowing a drown 

lug person to hold on to her while sin 

herself was struggling desperately to 

keep above water.” 
Hawse declares that many of the 

male survivors of the Columbia, whleli 
collided with the San Pedro, a lumber 
steamer, were guilty of the lowest typ- 
of cowardice. “The women showed 
more bravery, even more gallantry, in 

the moments when deith seemed s 

close at hand, than did the men," lie 

says. 

Plaster of Paris Banana*. 

Hunches cf bananas that are a -so 

lately unlit for food hang out in fro t 

of the wholesale produce commission 
houses. Some of them have remained 
there until they have grown rusty with 

age. 
"Couldn't get n liner looking hunch 

than tlift:." said one of the dealers tin 

other day. “even if it Is plaster of 

parts. We used to put out the real arti- 
cle for a sign, hut the i>edillers who 

came down here had a way of iniliing 
one or two out of tbe buncli tnai iuv- 

pened to I** hanging there <>u the hook. 
The small boys, too, had a way of mak- 

ing a grab for a banana or two. By 
the time the hunch wns on duty under 

the awning for an hour it was no long- 
er presentable to the aesthetic sense. 

So we began to cultivate the make be- 

lieve article, which is not quite so pal- 
atable, but Just as good for advertis- 
ing. And even at that some youngster 
In his haste will grab plaster of parls 
fruit and get away with It before he 

realizes that he has made off with 

something bad for his digestion.” New 

York Herald. 

Swords And SelAiiter*. 

The scliniter of the Saracens was tha 

most effective sword for cutting pur- 

poses ever devised. It will he remem- 

bered how. according to the story >’f 

Sir Walter Scott’s "Talisman,” with 

such a weapon the pagan Saladin 

chopped a soft cushion in two at one 

blow, to the amazement of Itlchard 

C«ur de Lion. With a straight sword 

one enu make a hack or thrust, but to 

slice an adversary one must saw with 

It Tbe scimiter, being curved and wlds 

and heavy toward the end, slice* by 
the mere fact of striking. 


