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TOPICS OF THE TIMES:

NTER-
HOICE SELECTION OF |
e ESTING ITEMS.
Based Upon

Comments and Criticlsms

‘:,- Happenings of the Day—Hie

sorical and News Notes.

Every man has his price—but few

get It =
And you always get full measure
when you acquire a peck of trouble.

1t wlill soon take an expert to distin-
gulsh between a Russlan crisis and a

revolution.

paradoxically, a shortage in the
Kentish hop flelds promises a jump in

the price.
—_—
The people of Helsingfors Insist that
thelr town lsu’t anywhere near as bad

as It sounds.
__—__ﬂ

A palnter has just dled leaving a fors
tune of $200,000. Yet some folks insist
there's nothing In signs.

The small boy of Russia 1s not belng
inspired, these days, with the lluslve
hope that some day he may be Czar.

It is getting so that when two battle-
ships escape collision the circumstance
1s worth a paragraph In the news col-

umns.

There are thousands of people In the
country who would have been satlsfied
had Russell Sage been a $25,000 uncle
to them.

James J. Corbett has managed to get
futo the limelight again by licking a
m!lkman. Treating him to a milk punch,
as It were.

The public Is beginning to learn some
things about his nephews and nleces
that Uncle Russell Sage doubtless knew
when he made his will

Willlam Cullen Bryant once wrote
an ode to a mosquito, beginning “Falr
insect.” He must have known that only
the lady mosquito llghts upon man.

Speaking of universal pence, Russia
Is preparing to bulild bigger aud heav-
ter battleships, and Japan Is experl-
menting with new and deadller projec-
tiles

A sea cow, eighteen feet long, and
which cost $2,000, has been added to
the New York aquarium. We suppose
it is to furnish milk for the sea urchins
there.

A woman ls trylng to get theatrical
managers to refuse to put on pleces
wlich call for the appearance of girls
In tights, We have no doubt that the
managers will yield to her entreaties
the moment such pleces cease to pay.

In Denmark there is a company that
insures girls agalnst becoming old
malds. A girl who has to pay an un-
usually high premlium over there may
be justified in refusing to belleve the
fellows who tell her she Is beautiful.

An Atlanta, Ga., man was arrested a
feww days ago for kissing his wife iu
publle. This should be a lesson to mar-
ried men everywhere. Let the marrled
man limit his public demonstrations of
affection to calling bher “Pet” or
“Baby." -

An Eastern bard begins a poem thus:
An anarchist was working
Within a garret mean.

This shows how dangerous It Is for
bards to sing of things concerning
which they are ignorant. Anarchists
don't work.

A Chluese viceroy has adopted the
plan of keeping a group of Christians
in jall to pray for rain. As soon as
the climatic conditions are favorable
he lets out one lot and takes on another
agalust the next dry spell. A few weeks
of wet weather ought to be a great
ahrh-tlanlslng influenre In that prov-

e,

A woman lecturer at the University
of Wisconsin the other day sald to aun
audlence composed of members of her
own sex: *“We are never golng to be
free 8o long as we wear petticoats.
Women must wear a gymnasium-like
costume If she wishes to gain her free-
dom.” 1Is there to be a renaissance of
the bloomer.

The spolling of sons by wealthy fa-
thers is peculiarly a habit of the newly
rich. Where money has longer been in
the family, the possession of a few mil-
lions does not constitute an Irresistible
temptation to rush out and make a
swine of one's self. But the sudden for-
tunes of the past few years of blessed
brosperity have confessedly turned out
& crowd of vapld and worthless and
belplessly rich young men.

One of the construction firms engaged
In rebullding San Franclsco engaged a
large quantity of Portland cement, to
be dellvered thls month at the rate of
& thousand barrels a day. Delivery at
that rate for forty-two days would have
cxhausted the entire productiva of ce-
ment In the United States In 1880. Last
:::;- however, 34,000,000 barrels Wlel'ai

uced, and only the other day &
Kausas City company began to bulld &
plant for its manufacture that will turn
out half a million barrels a year. When
Concrete houses become popular the de-
wand for Portland cement will Increase
to such an extent that every man who
bas a bed of argillaceous limestone on
his farm will have a fortune walting at
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During the fiscal year, ended on

i

Juse 30, the national government had

a surplus of recelpts over expenditures
amounting to more than twenty-five
million dollars. During the preceding
year there was a deficit of nearly the
same amount. In 1903-04 there was also
a deficit, but it would have been less
than two milllons If the expenditures
had not included a sum of forty millien
dollars pald for the Panama Cansal.
The United States, unlike most govern-
ments In this respect, does not vary
its taxing system from year to year ac-
cording to the demands that are to be
made on the treasury. There has been
no change In the tariff on imports since
1807, Only the tariff of 1846, which was
In force eleven years, has had a longer
life than the Dingley tariff. Nor has
any Important amendment been made
in the Internal revenue system since
the repeal of the taxes imposed to pay
the expenses of the Spanish war., The
result of having a fixed system of rev-
enue, the proceeds of which fluctuate
as the country is prosperous or other-
wise, and of making appropriations
without knowing how large the receipts
are to be, Is that the governmeni has
sometimes a large surplus, and agaln
a deflcit. Immense recelpts for customs
in consequence of an unprecedented
importation of foreign goods caused
the surplus of the past year. Expendl-
tures were large, but the tariff yielded
more than three hundred million dol-
lars, and Internal revenue re eipts also
Increased, although not =o largely as
customs. No longer ago than last De-
vember a defleit was anticlpated, but in
the last slx months the revenue poured
Into the treasury In unexpected mill-
fons,

Child labor laws seem to fall because
legislators do not distinguish carefully
Letween the thing to be accomplished
and the means to accomplish It. There
s no doubt whatever that legislatures
can fix the minimum age at whkich chil
dren may be allowed to work, but in
carrying out the purpose of the laws
they make, they must be sure that they
treat all children allke. The certifica-
tion of age must be obtalnable by all
Child labor laws, so far as thelr ex-
ecutive provisions go, have been fash-
toned too much after the laws of Euro-
pean countries. It Is very easy In those
countries to obtain certificates of age,
because they all preserve vital statis-
ties.  Every child born into the world
is properly recorded, and at any time
the date of his birth can be obtained.
In this country vital statistics have not
been kept until very recent years. Here
the States manage these matters to
sult themselves. The births of some
children are recorded and of others not.
Any law that requires a certiticate
based upon record must necessarily dls.
eriminate agalnst those whose births
are not a matter of record. The Penn-

sylvanla law hag been declared uncon-|

stitutional because It so discriminated.
Other laws have met similar fate for
the same reason. What are needed are
provisions that will conform to the con-
ditions obtaining in this country. There
is no doubt that a minimum age can be
fixed by law. There ought to be some
way by which evidence of age can be
establizshed that will apply to all allke.
This is the problem to be solved, and
its solution may lle in the general ln-
stitution of vital statistics. The courts
have not Indieated such a solation, they
belng satisfied simply to declare the de-
fects in laws enacted. The lawmakers
must discover Low to solve this prob-
lem and no doubt they will

His “Working Clothes."

“I want to get a sult of working
clothes,” sald a man in a clothing store
to the salesman who came forward.

“Step this way, sir,” politely respond-
ed the salesman, and the prospective
customer went to the rear of the store,
where there were huge plles of jeans

and blouses and sults varying In prh-ei

from three to ten dollars.

“These won't do,” the customer de-
clared. “I want a dress suilt.”
“] thought you said you
working clothes,” ventured the

man.
“So I did,” the customer calmly re-

wanted
siles-

gponded. “That’s the kind of clothes 1
work In. I'm a musician at the the-
ater.”

Embarrassing.

A Philadelphia business man
this story on himself :

“You know in this city there are
two telephone companles,” he said,
“and in my office 1 have a telephoue of
each company. Last week I hired a
new office boy, and one of his duties
was to answer the telephone. The other
day, when one of the bells rang, he an-
swered the call, and then came In and
told me I was wanted on the phone by
my wife.

“Which one? I inquired, quickly,
thinking of the two telephoues, of
course,

wsplease, sir,’ stammered the boy, ‘1
don't know how many you have.""”

tells

A Lottery.

Dr. Phaker—Take this prescription;
it will either kill or cure you.

Patient—But suppose it kills me?

Dr. Phaker—Nothing ventured, noth-
ing gained’ My motto Is, ‘No cure, no
pay,’ so I'm taking a chunce as well as
you."—Philadelphia Ledger.

Overripe.

wThe life of an oyster,” suld the scl-
entific person, “may be fifteen years,
but never more than that.”

«Indeed?’ replied Jigsby. “I'hen one
of the oysters 1 got in a stew yester-
day must have been about 16 years
old."-—Phll.ldelphll Ledger,

Don't feel complimented when some
one tells you that you look comfortable
in bhot weather: You probably look
slouchy.

Mathematiclans come under the cap-

WAYS ON A GERMAN STEAMER.

Touring Kansas Editor Tells of Na-
tional Characteristios at Sea.
The German flag flles at the mast-

head of this ship. Last year we cross-

ed on an English boat. There Is lots
of difference between Germans and En-
glishmen, and it sticks out in boats as
well as elsewhere, says the editor of

the Hutchinson News in telling of a

trip to Europe. Wherever the German

goes he has plenty to eat and drink
and smoke. The principal occupation
of a lot of stewards Is wadding food

Into the passengers at every opportuni

ty. We begin with a hearty breakfast

In the morning, then have soup at 11

o'clock, an elaborate lunch at 1 o'clock,

tea at 4 o'clock, dinner at 7 o'clock,
sandwiches and coffee between times
and all kinds of German drinks flowing
in floods. On an English boat the wom-
en never Invaded the sacred smoking
room. On the Deutschland they come

In for thelr beer or thelr coffee and

play bridge and penuchle, It is the

same way as In the different countrics.

And then the band plays! A German
band never wearies In well doing pro-
vided It Is supplled with plenty of re-
freshments. Our band begins with a 10
o'clock In the morning concert, plays
at meal times and In the afternoon and
evening. Sunday morning It woke us
up with the strains of a German hymn.
Every time there Is the slightest ex-
cuse for music the band is there and It
does everything from Wagner to cake-
walk with equal ability and evident
enjoyment.

There are 500 people In the first cab-
In, including Julla Marlowe. Julia Is
onir star passenger and there Is con-
slderable complaint because she does
pot come out and mix with the best of
us. On the last voyage John D. Rocke-
feller was “it.” John made quite a
reputation as a “mixer” and once “set
up” a small bottle of apollinaris water
to a friend. But Julla sticks to her
stateroom and is being talked about.
She probably doesn’t mind it. I really
suppose she Is lying around in a wrap-
per or a kimono enjoying the trip better
than coming out and being stared at.
The only person on board who Is con-
sidercd properly “stuck up” !s the man
who wins the “pool.” There are two
kinds of pools, the hat pool and the
auction pool. In the hat pool ten mer
put in &4 apiece and they draw for the
pumbers from O to 9. At noon the cap-
taln announces the run for the twenty-
four hours and if the number i1s 551 the
man who drew the 1 gets the pot of
1850, In auctlon pool twenty numbers,
:uny from 530 to 549, are put up and
auctioned, and then low field, below
i&‘m. and high fleld, above 5449, Last
|nlghl the numbers sold for from §14 to
$£30 and the tleld for $83 and $101.
There was a fog and a head wind, so
!tm_- run was slow, but the man who
paid $15 for No. 533 got $681 to spend
'in Europe. Not many people really put
| money Into the pools, but everybody
{gots interested and the announcement
| of the result is like the finish of a horse
race and a man orwoman who wouldn't
|bet n cent is “so glad” that somebody
| won.

|
‘ TOGO WAS MUCH SHOCKED.

Admiral Horrifled to Find that His
Photos Were HBought.

Last autumn Adwmiral Togo's humlill-
ty led him into what he consldered
a terrible plece of exiravagance, writes
Mrs, Hugh Fraser in the World's
Work. The court photographer, Mau-
| ruk!, had once taken hls portrait, and
|everybody was buying it—naturally
| enougl. Togo saw himself in all the
shop windows, and was very much
troubled. He walked Into Maruki's
one morning and called for the head
|of the firm, who arrived with smiles
land bows to welcome his lllustrious
|client, but the admiral's face was
stern. 1 am shocked to find,” he sald,
|"tlmt the people are buying my photo-
!gmp]L 1t is very wrong that they
!should spend money on the portralt of
[sueh a stupid person. I wish to have
{the negatlve, so that you may print no
more coples.”

Maruk! (who told me the story him-
gelf) was making a fine harvest off
the picture, and had no desire to part
with !t.  *“Your excellency will have
to pay for the negatlve,” he explained
“I know,” the admiral replled, sadly;
“what do you ask for it?"

Marukl considered for a moment,
and then named what he thought
{would be a prohibitive price—20 yen.
| Togo sighed. *“That is a great sum
for a poor man like me to pay—but 1
must have the negative.” So he count-
ed out the money and carried off the
pleture,

“You ought to have presented it to
him," I cried, Indignantly, when I heard
the story.

«Rusiness is business,” was Mr. Ma-
rukl's curt reply.

Indignation.

“Why are you so !ndignant toward
that American art collector?”

“Recause,” answered the European
pleture owner, “he takes an unfair ad-
vantage. He presumes on his great
wealth to offer me so much for a ple-
ture that I can't afford to refuse It."—
Washington Star.

Posted.
“Now, boys.,” sald the teacher, “can
you tell me the most difficult thing to
aequire in autoing®”
“rhe auto,” came a chorus of yells.
—Mllwaukee Sentlinel.

When a man wants to fight, don't
hold him; just permit bim to wade in
and get what's cowling to him before he
changes his mind.

Some girls are so counstituted that
they lmagine every strange man who
glances at thew Is anxious to start a

SPELLING REFORM TENDENCIES.

STUDY of spelling reform by I'. Sturgis Allen
shows that there is less evidence of change
of spelling in British usage than there Is
in American. Shall we spell “aesthetic” or
“esthetic? British publishers do not take to
the latter. On the other hand, “American
publishers who publish for the British as
well as the American market,” Mr. Allen tells us, “find
that adopting the e (which Is considered an Amerlcan-
Ism) tends to injure the sale of their hooks to the Brit
Ish trade.” Conslderable changes, he adds, are taking
place in American usage In the direction of returning to
British usage; as, for example, “honour” for honor, “cen-
tre” for center and “traveller” for traveler. After all,
American publishers who want the widest market for
books of a certaln class have to consider the fastidious
buyers In Australia, Canada, South Afriea and other
British colonies ns well as in the United States. It thus
happens that the personal Interest of many bookmakers
In this country run counter to the project of extended
“spelling reform™ endowed by Mr. Carnegie. The type-
writer and typesetting machines seem to be chiefly re
gponsible for the common substitution for the dipthongs,
as the machines would become much more complicated Ir
they provided for them. “Should the dictlonaries,” Mr.
Allen asks, “glve the preference to ‘' forms when
usage does not, without indicating that usage prefers the
dipthong forms in those cases?' Usage. after all, Is and
should be the master. The time is past when dictionary
makers could undertake to dictate—Baitlmore Sun.

FUTURE OF SAN FRANCISCO.

AN FRANCISCO started to rebuild even be-
fore she had any assurance that she could
establish herself more securely against fur-
ther earthquakes. That <howed the quality
of her courage, It has, nevertheless, been
giving her satisfaction to hear the testimony
of earthquake experts amd architects and
builders to the effect that she can make her buildings
strong enough to resist even worse shocks than they have
experienced.

Professor Nakamura, of the Imperinl University of
Tokio, the architect sent by Japan to inspect conditions
at San Franelsco, reported some time ago that one of
the great canses of damage had been the poor quality of
mortar and the faulty construction with the use of hollow
tiling and fire blocks instead of concrete. He gave the
San Francisco people formulas for the kind of mortar
which, according to Japuanese expericnce, will resist
ghocks, and he told them that even brick bulldings, If
properly set In mortar, can be made proof agalnst damage.

The writer on applled sclence in the current Forum
adds his testimony as to the stability of the steel frame
bulldings, when properly braced and when established
on sufficlently solld foundations. For the smaller build-
ings re-enforced concrete—that Is, concrete with an im-
bedded metallic network—Is approved for its resistance
both to shock and to fire,

Even the light and water problems of San Franclsco
are sald to be susceptible of entlrely successful solutions,
both from technical and from commercinl standpoints, The
substitution of electricity for gas will do away with one
of the worst of the fire dangers—that coming from the
gas malns the earthquake has broken. The water pipes
can probably be made secure against the worst breaks
by laying them on conerete foundatlons. Indirectly
San Francisco Is planning to make great conflagrations
fmprobable hereafter by establishing a system of broad

boulevards, which the fire will not be apt to leap, evel
if the water supply is in part interrupted. Some of these
boulevards are planned to be put through at once, others
after five years and others after ten years.

San Francisco has every reason to feel confident that 1t
is as safe ns any other city, and much safer than many,
against the recurrence of disaster with destructive results
akin to those of last April.—Chicago Record Herald

CHECKS ON PRCSPERITY.
HE rich bear little of the general burden of
taxation, In any country, proportionately to
the poor. The British Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer hints that an attempt will be made
to throw the income tax more heavily on
the rich. The Liberal party may also adopt
the prineiple, practiced in several European
countries, of taxing income from property more heavlly
than income based on effort. I'russia, Saxony and Wur-
temberg tax income frota property about three times as
much as income from work, and Denmark twice as much,
The principle Is recognized in Italy. The only objection
to a progressive income tax I8 the encouragement that It
glves to perjury, and thls objection it shares with the
ordinary forms of taxiug personal property. Income tax-
es, Inheritance taxes, and laws In restraint of monopoly
are all efforts, of course, toward the one goal of so ar-
ranging the laws that soclety shall grant to the Individual
only as much as Is for the material and spiritual wel-
fare of the race. Massachusetts has just declared,
through her Supreme Court, that no person or body In
that State shall make It a condition of sales that the
purchaser shall not hand'e the goods of other dealers—a
slgnificant example of what is to be expected more every
yvear In the direction of proventing the individual or the
corporation from having too much In common with the
supposed disposition of the much-wronged hog.—Collier’s
Weekly.

THE COLLEGE ADDRESSES.
HEN a man Is called upon to speak to col-
lege students he usually weighs his words
most carefuliy. However extreme a partisan
may be in other circumstances, when setting
forth his viegws In the presence of those who
are learning about the great problems of
lHfe he strives to be judleial and falr-minded.
consequently, the annual college addresses afford a dis-
tinet gulde to what the leaders of thought really think.

Those addrogsss this jenr were remarkable for thelr
cheerful optimism and fors thelr faith in the honesty and
uprightness of the men of the present generation. There
were some exceptions, but the rule was that the young
men about to begin the giruggle for survival were told
that the old-fashloned virtnes have not gone out of style,
that bonesty and uprightpess are still highly prized, that
greed for gain is as despleuble as it has always been, and
that the road to success !les along the straight and nar-
row way which has commgaded itself to men by ceuturies
of experience,

This word is needed. it is lmportant that a true and
wholesome standard shail be held up for admiration
at the time when young men begin to find a stundard
necessary.

It is a most gratifying sign of the firmness of the
moral foundations that neither the colleges nor the men
whom they honor by Invitatiens to speak have been
swept from their feet by the tide of sordid accusations—
too many, alas! proved—that has lately been flooding the
country.—Youth's Companion.

——

THINK PLANTS HAVE EYES.

Sclentiats Thus Explain Why They
Seek to Avold the Sun's Glare.
Plants are by no means so stupld or
80 helpless as they commonly get cred-
it for being. No matter how a beech
happens to be placed in the ground,
the root will turn down and the stem
grow up Into the air and there manage
somehow or other to find its way to
the nearest support.

Especially remarkable Is the beha-
vior of vegetables towarnrd light. House
plants, as every one knows, grow in
the direction of the window, but If the
pot be turned halfway round the leaves
will nevertheless manage to serew
themselves back Into thelr old posi-
tion, and the sunflower will “rubber
round™ all day long so as to stare at
the sun. In temperate countries leaves
grow at right angles to the rays of
light to get as much of it as possible:
In the tropics they set themselves
edgewise to get as little.

Evidently, then, plants come at least
a8 near seelng as do some animals,
Pretty much all that has been known
about the matter, however, is that they
attend only to the blue rays of the
sun; for though they will grow per-
fectly well in red or yellow light they
show not the slightest Inclination to
turn toward It.

A German botanist, Haberlandt. who
for many years has been studying these
problems, has concluded that the whole
upper surface of each leaf Is a sort of
ccmpound eye. The thin, translucent
skin which in most plants covers the
green, succulent tissue of the leaf s
itself, in certain cases, composed of
{fnnumerable rounded cells, These,
thinks Professor Haberlandt, are so
many minute lenses which concentrate
the light upon the living substance be-
low and enable the plant to distinguish
between light and darkness, or be-
tween weak light and strong, though
not, ef course, to see objects. Such
primitive lenses he ftinds In the fig,
Ivy, magnolia, wood-sorrel and other
plants. Certain plants, like the pepper
and the balsam, have in addition lttle
eye spots which In siructure approach
the eyes of many of the simplest anl-
mals and appear, in a sense, to be real
.I..:t. any rate, plants do act as if they
could see and Professor Haberlandt has
found that each of these supposed sense
organs can be made to print a bright
spot on a photographic plate.—Col-

tion of figureheads

dirtation.
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PUTTING HIS FOOT IN IT.

-

Mrs, Skrappy
Skrappy
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% POLITE JAPANESE CHILDREN.
e e e e s b

Japan is the country in which the
word “boor,” or an equivalent, Is mnot
needed. In that land habits of polite-
ness begin to be formed with the first
training of the child., Albert Traey, in
hisg “Rambles Through Japan,” writes
of what he observed in the most obscure
parts of the country. Among the many
things which he found to praise none
is more pleasing than the fine courtesy
of the children.

1 saw some children emerglng from
school, and stopped on the opposite side
of the street to look at them. They
came out with none of the rude boister-
ousness which characterizes pupils at
home, but walked sedarely and quietly,
with books and slates under their arms.

The first to come out were not a little
startied, evidently, at seeing a bearded
foreigner looking at them. They stop-
ped a moment, and then, witk a cour-
tesy which [ wish I could imagine pos-
sible in an English town or an Ameri-
can village, made an exceedingly re-
spectful bow, and passed on. Of course
1 returned the salutation.

The next ones repeated thelr elvil-
Ity, and then as fast as the puplls came

to the front they stopped and made pro-

Oh! Why didn't | marry s sensible man?
Because, madam, @ sensible men would never have married you.

———— — — ——————
found veverences all along the llne.
It was a very pretty pleture, and quite
well ilustrated the polite bearing of the
Japanese, who are thus trained to elvil-
ity from childhood.

Before a baby can speak, almost be-
fore it ean totter alone, it is taught to
Jift the band to the forehead on recelv-
ing a gift; and 1 never saw a child “all
to make this signal of respect and grat-
itude without belng reproved or remind-
¢l of the omlission by some bystander.

At apother place 1 came suddenly
upon two pretty children who, ap-
proachirg from the opposite direction,
were completely taken by surprise, and
Lad no opportunity to escape. Thelr
faces skowed that they were very much
frightersd, and the younger clung
c¢losely to his brother.

Just as 1 was about to speak they
made tld most profound of reverences,
withal so prettily that 1 gave them each
a penny, demonstrating, 1 hope, In thelr
minds that even a white-faced bar-
barlan 18 not dangerous if one s polite.

Everywhere,

The Preacher—And pow, brethren,
remember that we must all appear be-
fore that dread tribunal where all our
misdeeds shall be brought to light,

The Hearer—Great Scott! 1Is this
muck-raking being taken up by the
chruches, too?—Clevelund Leader.
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