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FATAL EXPLOSION ON U. S. 
KEARSARGE 

PnW ■ Farmed Twth wf Battleship Ifatti 
Dwb| TaryH Practice—Oaa Offxa aad Fret 

KdM-AaatW Offkw Kir 

Be Dead 

Guantanamo. Cuba April 14 — Tbe 
United States battleship Kearsarge 
has arrived here. Tbe casualties re- 

sulting from the explosion on board 
the vessel off Cule bra Island. Friday, 
are reported to be as follows 

Two officers and five men killed 
and fourteen injured, eight of them 
seriously. 

Tbe bodies of the men killed will be 
baried in the naval cemetery here to- 
morrow. 

Washington. April 14.—Two years 
ago to a day later than the fatal 
Missouri disaster, as every sailor im- 
mediately recalled, on a Friday and 
tbe thirteenth of the month, six men 

were done to death in tbe forward 
turret of the the battleship Kearsarge 
by one of those accidents which ac- 

quire.additional terror for sailors be- 
cau-e'of their obscure origin and al 
most impossibility of prevention. 

Tbe Atlantic fleet had been for 
weeks engaged in most severe drills 
in the waters of the Caribbean .Sea. 
culminating in the quarterly target 
practice. This practice was just 
about concluding with most sati*- 
fact jTJ results, up to yesterday, and 
it was confidently expected at the de- 
partment upon the basis of prelimin- 
ary reports received, that all records 
■ ould be broken in tbe matter f 
rabidity oi fire and efficiency of the 
gunners, but today, just at the close 
of the week's work at the iejartment. 
came a cablegram from Rear-Admiral 
Evans commanding tbe Atlantic 
fleet, telling of a dreadful accident on 

one of his best ships, tbe Kearsarge. 
Tbe news came from Caimanera. a 

little cable station at the mouth f 
Guantanamo bay. indicating that th- 
Kearsarge itself had arrived at the 
place A slight telegraphic error, re- 

quiring the consumption of s me tir;ie 
to effect the dec 1 pering f the ni—sace 
added to the anxiety of the ■ flieials 
as soon as they had made out the fait 
(hat a serious accident had occurred 
When the message a a- finally reduced 
to form, it real as follows 

EVANS'S MESSAGE 

“CAIMANERA. April H. l.**d- 
Secretary Navy. Washington. On 
April 13. about 3 15 p m shortly 
after completion target p-ra tice f 
Kearsarge. in forward turret while the 
powder was going below, three 
tione of a 13-inch charge of powder 
were ignited. Charge of powder in 
other lift just below and one section 
13-inch remained intact Cause un- 
kL *i Matter is being investigated. 
Lieut Joseph M tiraen.-. gun urn 

pire. Las been sent to the Maryland 
in very critical state, about .■* p. m. 
The follow.ng have since J,-d 

Lieut. J.hnM Hudgms. turret 
office. 

Peter Norbreg. gunner mat-. 
“Theod re N .gel i. sea II. r. 
“Anton Ci. Thorsen. seaman 
“Julius E Koester. turret aptain 

first .-lass 
Ellis H Athy. seaman 

“W. K’ng. ordinary seaman, was 

dangerously injures! by a ident. re 

coverj doubtful. 
“Will bury dea-i at Ouantanaino 
“Veaael uninjured 

APPLE HAS A LONG DESCENT. 

Tra*e4 Bark tv tbs I air Daarllrra 
vf twlaa Lakn 

Among the fruits uf the r>v- fun.. \ 

are apples pear». pern' lie ; lm- in-- 

rles and quinces. as we.i a» straw ter 

ries and blackberries Tie- uppie 
fruit of long dement A .g the r 

of the Swiss j 

remains of sma.. i— 

allow’ the seed valves f.; ie grams t 
fleah. The crab appie .s a nat.'e .f 
Britain and was the 
wrere grafted the ct est varietc-* 
when brought from E.ropie chiefly 
France. Apiples of some serf were 

abundant before tbe conquest aud had 
been Introduced probabi.v by the ip 
mans. Vet often as Saxon inanus ■ ; t- 

ajteak of apples and cider there .< i.u 

mention of named varieties before the 
thirteenth century. Then one may rea 1 
of tbe [jearmain and the custard, t hau 
eer's “mellow costard." 

Id the roll of household exj.eiises of 
Eleanor, wife of Simon I>*> Moutfort. 
apples and j<ears are entered. In tlie 

year 128G the royal fruiterer to Ed- 
ward I. presents a hili for apples, pears, 
quinces, medlars and nuts. Pippins, 
believed to he seedlings, hence calle 1 
from the pij* or seeds. ar« said nut to 
have been grown in England before 
1525. The exact Drayton, writing of 
the orchards of Kent at that period, 
can name only the apple, the orange, 
the russean. the sweeting, the i*Cut- 
water and the reinette. 

John Winthrop Is usually held re- 

sponsible for the introduction of the 

apple Into the New World. Ilut as a 

matter of fact whan Winthrop an 

c bo red off C'a{>e ‘_a’) the recluse Black 
stoue already hud apple trees growing 
about bis eabiu at Shawinut Neck. 
Some of the best of American apples 
were brought over by the Huguenots, 
who settled in Flushing. E. 1.. in ItMin. 
and planted there, among others, the 

pom me royale or spice apple. 

Protected. 
Mis* WeUon—The impudent thing 

told me to my face that I was getting 
old and wrinkled! 

Miss Tartan—I wouldn't mind it. She 
didn’t aay it to your real face, yon 
know. She couldn't see that. 

THE AWAKENING OF 
VAST NEVADA 

TWENTY YEARS’ SLEEP OF RIP VAN WINKLE STATE IS BROKEN 

AT LONG LAST 

Old and New Mining Camps Contrasted—Railroad and Automobile Rel- 

egate Stage Coach and Burro to Limbo of the Past—Open- 
ing of New Districts Bring Prosperity to Entire State. 

Nevada, the Kip Van Winkle of 
.States, has awakened from a twenty 
1 vears sleep. The silence of her vast 
deserts has leeii broken by the shr.ll 
whistle f the locomotive, ailing nieu 

of brain an<t trawn t.. lead the indus- 
trial army that shall invade the arid 
wilderness and wre-t from the 
clenched hand c f dea l nature the key 
of her treasure bouse. The call has 

1 been heard and heeded The advance 
guard is ■ n the march, following the 
dim trads over burning -ands made 
by the bronzed, sun-dried, silent 
pioneers, who for years have plodded 
in grim 1 :ieline-s thr ugh the land 
of utter desolation, led by the lure of 
gold. luDirt imes to wealth that mucked 
them a® it glittered in hands that 
were too weak to bear it away, more 

often to de-|«ir and death in water- 
less wastes 

For half a century, thewreat Ameri- 
can Insert. ..nee a vast 1 lank space 
on the maps, extending from the 
Rocky M uLtain- t the Si-rra Neva 
da. has been shrinking, its eastern 
frontier receding raj idly before the 
advancing wave of population and re- 

clamation. but the great t.a-in west of 
the C lorado and south of the Union 
Pacific ha- remained a veritable 
desert, a waste of saline sinks, vol- 
canic ielr.- a’ 1 upheave! masses of 
barren rock. There are -ases in the 
de-ert. d t- ? vivid green gleaming 
in nieasim-les. stretches f a-hen gray, 
where water wa- found and appro 
priat—i by wandering M *mons ;>ar- 
ag Hut tbe-e green dot- are few 
and widely separated, and -erve to 
accentuate the f 'bidding grimnes- f 
the land. 

The desert finds Its final expression, 
the climax f it- horror-, in a deep 
depress, -n near it.- we-t-rn frontier, 
a sink tar below level, from which 
the imprisoned -aline water evaj- r 

ated long ag leaving a bed of fine 
sea sand and deposit- of various 
mineral -alt-. This 1- the ill famed 
D*atL Valley, the graveyard 01 ad 
ventur >u- immigrant-, d -tted with 
the bleached bones of many a daring 
gold seeker. In the mountains 
waling in Death Valley and contain- 
ing the s. uice- of its poi-on springs— 
the Funeral Range and ther fantastic 
upheaval.- 1 the earth » cru-t bearing 
equally grisly name:—are stores of 
metallic wealth of unknown extent, 
magnified to fabulous proportion- by 
tbe difficulty of access and the -otti- 
Is-r mystery enveloping them Many 
a de-ert prospector has braved the 
horrors of Death Valley alone to find 
the mysteri uis treasure of the Funeral 
Range, and returned to the haunts of 
men. wrecked in body and mind, to 
bat lie of ledge* glittering with virgin 
g dd. sometime* bringing bits ) ore 
of marvelous richness, but unable to 
tell where he fouud the treasure or to 
retrace his road. 

He the hidden wealth of Death Val 
ley what it may, it is known ti w that 
the’d-sert range- of Southern Nevada 
are seamed with ledges and veins of 
metal—gold, silver and the ba.-t-r ores 

and tne opening up of the arid land 
by railroad- is making it practicable 
to work mines that have been sealed 
heretofore by the prohibitive cost of 
transportation. 

■Invasion ot the desert by gasoline 
motor wagons is a unique feature of 
the reawakening of the Silver State, 
it i- a new thing to go prospecting in 
an automobile instead of plodding 
painfully over the desert liehiud a 

burro staggering under a deck load of 
grub, blankets and picks. 

In no way does the mining town of 
the new era resemble the tough towns 
that sprang up along the lines of the 
transcontinental railroads—the Dodge 
and Hays cities and the like. There 
is nothing of the wild “hurrah" camp 
aboutjit. It is busy, active and full 
uf the western spirit in the better 
sense, but there are no cavorting cow- 

boys stampeding through the streets, 
no howling dance halls or dives, no 

swaggering gun lighters, belted and 
armed, infesting the saloons and 
looking for trouble with a bud man 
invested with constabulary authority. 

Goldfield. Tonopah. Searchlight. 
Bullfrog and Manhattan are typical 
mining camps of the new period. 
Crude and rough as are the new 

camps, there is but little in them to- 
remind one uf the conditions that 
were characteristic o» mining excite 
ments of earlier days. Mining, as 
carried on today, is a business, not 
an adventure, and there are no more 

Tombstones, Leadvilles or Cripple 
Creeks, reeking with lawlessness and 
echoing with the rattle of the ready 
revolver. The bad man is an 
anachronism, and "shooting up the 
camp, is no longer tolerated as a 
humorous diversion of exuberant 
roysterers. Cartridge lielts and six- 
shouters form no part of the equip 
meut of the Nevada miner in these 
days. They are as rare in the desert 
towns as plug hats, and one may 
travel the whole length of the Salt 
Lake railroad without seeing an 
armed man. 

Sleeping in a gulch in the side uf a 
mountain. <SuA) feet above the sea and 
thirty miles from the railroad, lies 
the remnant of Old Pioche, dreaming 
of the days when it was the wildest, 
most tumultuous mining camp of the 
West, and hopefully looking for re 
turn of prosperity under new and 
better conditions. 

It is the record of Old Pioche that 
seventy-two graves were tilled in the 
boryiug ground on the slope below 
the umuth of the gulch before there 
was one death from natural causes in 
the camp. Rows of unmarked mounds 
l>ear silent testimony to the truth of 
the ghastly tale today, and they are 

corroborated by tbe documentary evi 
deuce of tbe files of the local |>at r 

The editor laithfully chronicled the 
sightly shootings and stabbings and 
the weekly stage robberies, but be 
was a proponent of law and order, 
and he drew the line at sordid crin^ 
"The practice of rubbing strangers > 

the streets." he declares with editorial 
indignation, "is disgraceful an I 
should l>e stopped.” Later illusn n- 
to tbe organization of a Vigilat 
Committee by the citizens of Pioch* 
indicate that the editorial thunder 
wa« not w ithout due effect. 

The silver mines of Pioche were 

opened in lifTl. and their richness y 
traded n<> less than 10.000 men to tie 
camp iu a feu months The Kayim : I 
A Ely was tlie principal mine, prodi 
mg.n ore thso 40, * .000 ti.e tirst y« 
and paying, during the full term t 
its operation, no less than ttEbOUO."* 
in dividends, ownership of the mint 
wa« disputed early in its history, a- i 

there were fights and lawsuits witL 
end. resulting in many murders, tbe 
bribing f judges and jurors.^the r 
of .in* reputations and the smiri 
iug of manj There were liattles 
the drifts and tight- on the street- 
and during the -tag** of most act.'- 
hostilities men handy with guns w* 
in demand on iioth sides at wages 
#J • an hour. 

Litigation, demonetization of 
ver. and a change in the nature of tin 
ore as depth was attained, conapir- i 
to put the silver mines of Pioche 
if i 'isiuesr and for more than twei 

years the costly machinery of t 
Raymond A Ely and its old-tii 
rival, the Mead' » Valley, has be 
rusting in ruined shaft bouses i 
the Raymond A Ely shaft is a C< rn -% 

i ■ 

the Meadow Valley ground are ti.e 
scattered parts of its mate, which w- :• 

hauled fr-m Palisade at ten cents 
I"jund freightage, and never assets 
bled. 

Piuche's ]kj| ulatioti has dwindle! 
from 1U.H.O t" ir«u. Her streets ar- 

lined with al>andone<l stores aad 
empty houses Hrick buildings that 
cost more than £l<0.t0U to erect 
the flush days are unoccupied. '1 tie 
colored glolie- ol a drug store shining 
diinl> m the sunlight that strugs 
through oust and cobtreba. A l g 
wooden boot piojecting from a 

caved awning tells where the shoe 
maker once plied busy awl and ham 
mer. He disapi>eare<l one day. some 

years ago. and a search of all the open 
shafts and prusf >ect hi les a the 
mountain side Jailed Jo !ve the 
mystery of his going There is 
neither druggist nor duct r in (lid 
Pioche. and therefore the sick get 
well, jf any one ever does tall ill. 

Pioehe is the county seat f Lincoln 
and -till does a little in the way of 
official business. When court is in 
session there are signs of life in the 
main street, aud the saloons and 
decrepit faro l<anks are centers of 
s'H'iai revivals dimly reminiscent of 
old times, but sadly lacking in the 
streuuosity and exuberance that 
characterized the old silver camp. 
The principal merchant of the town 
closed his store, containing a large 
stock of general merchandise and 
jewelry fifteen years ago, and the 
goods are accumulating dust on the 
shelves because he refuses to sell any- 
thing at a cent below the price which 
he marked at mining camp yrolits 
when he stocked the store. Front a 

sane, well dressed man of business, 
the merchant has degenerated to the 
state of a marvelously dirty old cynic, 
railing at his fellows and their beliefs 
and proclaiming that his only god is 
gold. 

One Fourth of July the roof of the 
old store caught tire from a rocket, 
aud when the citizens who put out 
the blaze searched the place for the 
missing proprietor, they found him 
in the cellar frantically digging up 
his hoard, aud they atiirin seriously 
that when they came upon him lie had 
a five gallon oil can tilled with gold. 
Vet so peaceful and law abiding is 
the one time roaring camp of Old 
Pioehe that the miser s treasure is as 
safe in his cellar as if it were in the 
\aults of the Nevada Hank. 

The faithful hundred aud lifty who 
have stayed hy the silver wreck see 
tin* dawn of hope for Old Pioehe in 
the great revival of mining enterprise 
in Nevada. Their mines never were 
worked out. hut were closed hy the 
dron in the price of silver and hy the 
prohibitive cost of working rebellious 
ores. Cheaper transportation and the 
advance in metallurgy in the past few 
years have solved I In* problem, and 
the old mines are being reopened by 
new owners. Keen, hard-headed busi- 
ness men from the Fast have discov- 
ered th.ii tin* refactory ores found in 
the lower levels of the abandoned 
rniues are the most valuable, and 
they are taking out the costly but 

; obsolete machinery and putting in 
electric hoists aud new pumps, and 
gettiug things ready for the resump- 
tion of work that will follow the con- 
struction of a branch railroad from 
Calieute on the line that was graded 
many years ago, when the Salt Fake, 
Sevier Valley and Pioehe railway was 
a promising project. 

In the Hie of the Pioehe Keeord of 
1872. between the report of a murder 
trial aud au account of the latest 
stage hold up, 1 found an interesting 
statistical item relating to Nevada's 
wealth. The flgnres show that the 
bullion product of Pioehe in 1871 was 

84,OOl),000; of the Comstock Lode, 
811,000,000; of the whole State. 82T»,- 
000,000, or F'ski for every man, wo- 

man aud child then living in Nevada. 
The population of tha State, iuclud-* 

ilift Indians, is less by a few tboae 
mill* than it was in 1HT71. bat it i» in^ 
creasing ntider the #thHTifn« of ratl- 
rnad development, and the boom that 
will follow the opening of richer 
mineral field* than eTer were known 
in early days and the reclamation of 
arid land# by the government storage 
system of irrigation, promise# to 
make Nevada a populous and prosper 
ou# State. 

ENGINE RUN BY AIR 

CmIIi Nat Needed Far Naw lavaatiaa Caw- 

plated By Aa Eafiiahwaa 

London. April 7.—Arrangements 
now are being made to test a new type 
of engine, which, if it proves success- 

ful. may cause industrial revolution 
than that which resulted from the dis- 
covery of the steam engine or applica 
tion of electricity to motive power. 

The patentee, a Lancashire man. al- 
ready has achieved some success as an 

inventor. This new production he 
1 describes a* a triple economic air, 
lenigne. If the inventor can justify 
all hi# claims the business of the coal 
miner practically will be gone so far 
as industrial requirements are con- 

cerned. 
The summarized claims for the new 

••nigne are that it will save the use of 
c d and all the cost of fuel. It will 
take the place of steam, which will 
n t is- required to keep the pressure 
• d air constant; it will drive a loco- 
motive. propel a steamship, work a 

null, forge, etc., without using either 
gas. water, coal, electricity or oil. It 
w ill i revent smoke. 

The economic cylinder will be more 

1 werful than any othci type of cylin- 
der of equal diameter. It will save 

the use of large boilers, and not more 

than two will be required for the large 
w iks. With two or more boilers 
filled with compressed air up to the 
} re-sure required in each boiler the 
economic cylinder will keep up the 
pressure of air. If set to work in 
locomotives and other high pressure 
-team boilers, where the wear i* con 

-ldetable, caused by tires and the use 

f dirty water, the constant changing 
f temperature and pressure all having 

a tendency to pull them to pieces, 
tbi- war and tear will be avoided by 
the use of the air engine. 

lrrifatim Teati For laperiil Valle* 

Among those mb<> will be engaged 
actively in conducting experiments iu 
the linjierial valley for irrigation pur- 
poses this summer are Dr. Elwood 
Mead, chief of irrigation and drainage 
investigations iu the dejiartmeut of 
agricultural: Prof. S Fortier, irriga 
tc u engineer i n charge of the work 
m California. and C. Fk Tait. irriga- 
tion engineer in charge of the work 
at imperial. Experiment stations 
will lie established at Imperial. 
Calexico, lirawley, Helier. Holtville 
and other jioints. 

— 

Calif orsia Itrai el iatrreat. 

Visalia now ba- a population of 
over 4,bU0. 

There is a laud boom n> rt of 
Liudsav. Tulare countv. 

t>ur wheat farmers say that the 
stand of grain this year at this time 
is iu tletter condition than during 
any years siuce 1884.— Lindsay (da- j 
zette. 

A Fresno dispatch says: There is a 

prospect of a big shortage in the 
jieaeh crop. In the San Joaquin val- 

ley the ravages of the blight are ex- 

pected to reduce tne yield one-third. 
The condition of the fruit crop 

around Marysville is in doubt. Most 
of ttie orchardists lejiort that almonds 
are all gone, apricots nearly so and 
Iieacbes more than half destroyed. 

What at first seemed to be a very 
promising season now looks like one 
of poor crops, and the only consola- 
tion at hand is in the hojie that the 
price w ill he greater oil account of 
the shortage. 

It is believed by many that the 
present year w ill be the greatest in 
the history of California for the 
citrus industry. It is confidently be- 
lieved that growers will bank from 
$18,000,000 to £10,000,000 after all ex 

|ienses of freight ami icing charges 
are paid. 

The deciduous fruit growers of the 
Eastern states are threatened w ith a 

light crop this season. The warm 
weather in February started the buds 
and the stretch of March winter froze 
them off. 

A hundred cars of oranges blocked 
by the slide on the S. P. between the 
Tehaelmjii and iiakerstield hud to lie 
shi|i|ied back to Eos Angeles lust 
week, re-iced, and sent north again 
over the Coast Hue. 

At a meeting of Oiuuiia raisin grow 
ers, held last week, a pool of one 

thousand tons of fruit was sold under 
three year contract at 3'4 cents to 

packers. This is the first contract, it 
is claimed, for a large amount made 
by packers for over u year and iudi 
cates the activity that characterizes 
the market ami the prospects for still 
higher figures. 

The most serious pest iu California 
is the potato worm. The damage to 
the potato crop in California, as esti- 
mated on a basis of opinions obtained 
from a large number of growers a»d 
deuleis, aggregates iu some years 
fully i’» per cent. Iu one section 
where some of the finest (lotatoes are 

grown, the Salinas valley, the dealers 
estiniute that at times the loss has 
gone as high as 40,000 sacks iu a single 
year.—Cal. Cultivator. 

QuIefluK Suaplcton. 
"Mr. Blank seemed rather uneasy 

when I told him you were going to ap- 
ply for the position of typewriter." 

"He was. but 1 soon got hint over 

bis alarm.” 
"What did you say to him?” 
"Told him I had no matrimonial 

designs whatever; that 1 merely want- 

ed to be assister to him.”—Baltimore 
American. 

Evlilruor at Hand. 

“Death often changes aversion into 

love,” remarked the man who has a 

mania for handing out quotations. 
"That’s right.’’ rejoined the ordinary 

mortal. “1 have au antipathy for bogs, 
but 1 dearly love sausages.” 

CAN SAVE THE NATION 
IN TIME OF WAR 

I/rtt-rs to. from and in *'»re of 

Senator Perkins indicate the prolmbil 
ity of a new honor for California, 
distinction no less than that of acting 
as backbone for the nation in time 

Heretofore the United State* has 
bad to depend on Chile for its supply 
of niter in the manufacture of gun 
powder, and the fact has not brought 
iot to the government at Washington. 
Not only has this dependence on an- 

other country been deplored, but 

kept as secret as possible, nothing be- 

ing published even concerning ap- 
propriations for tbe purchase of niter. 

Now great beds of niter have J<een 
discovered in IVath \ alley, and State 
Mineralogist Anbury has called the 
attention of Senator Perkins to the 

discovery and correspondence be- 
tuffii thf ttii* senator wd 
Director Walcott of tbe government 

geological survey Las follow**). 
bury has made an investigate limited by small appropriation, 
Walcott has considered the field u, done nothing for the same reason, 
both state and government have W? 
handicapped by lack of railrx*,' 
facilities. Now that the Santa F*'s 
Tonopeh and Tidewater branch has progressed to Soda Lake and the 
junction of the Salt Lake railroad 
the chief obstacle is disappearing tQlj 
Director Walcott say he believes the 
government will be able to wake i 
survey, although the expense still wij 
be heavy; not only will it necessitate 
the services of a geologist, but a 
chemist with an outfit for field de 
termination of the composition of the 
different salts and nitrates. An ex. 
amination of the nitrate defmsitg i. 
promised by the government thi, 
year. 

IN FIELD OF 
HUSBANDRY 

OF INTEREST TO FARMERS AND 

ORCHARDISTS 

Niat M.ll.oo PWwi At Work— Boot Soil For tko 

Cordro Conttlonpc Cohort — For* 
Track Poyt-Hto>> Africoltorol 

Eiporto— How loKttpBoti 
On tkt For* 

NIm Millioa Plow* At Work 

It’8 11 wing time, says an interest- 
ing and authoritative article in Farm- 
ing for March. Two hundred million 
aeres of land will he plowed this year 
in the Fuited States, aud about 
UO.UA> pi ns are on the farms to do 
the work The capital invested in 
pi ws al 'ue represents #3n.UU0,<XX>. 
Such a multitude of types of plows 
and pluwers can be found <«n this old 
continent that we can but name a 

few In tile great Southwest, the Mo 
have with his three or four squaws 
starts for the planting ground. Each 
w loan carries her digging stieh. the 
ni «t primitive of all plows, and the 
man stands guard all day while the 
"original farmers'* of this country 
dig the land and plant their gourd 
seeds In Canada, but for the inter 
fereuce of tiie government, we might 
see the I toukhobor women drawing 
the plow m exactly the same way that 
they have done for centuries. In 
New England the oxen are being 
yok- 1. and in the Middle West tiie 
four horse teams are ready. In the 
South the negro sits on his plow stilt 
to watch the trail) go by. 

In other carte of the country we 

find tracti’ a engines at work, plow 
ing forty or more acres a day and re 

quiriug but two or three men to do it. 
The plow stands for civilization, 

and all civilized natious plow. No 
savage ever thought of plowing as we 
understand it. liecause it involves 
forethought and a preparation for the 
future. 

Br*t Soil for the Garden. 

While all the laud used for the 
market garden and the strawberry bed 
ought to be smooth enough and suffi- 
ciently clear of stones to permit the 
use of the most improved labor-saving 
tools and implements, both horse and 
hand, tiie market must, to a great ex- 
tent. influence the selection of soil. 
If tiie market requires the production 
of early vegetables, it is evident that 
a cold clay soil would be unsuitable, 
hut that a light, sandy loam would 
be needed; while, again, if the market 
can must profitably be supplied with 
later varieties in their most perfect 
development, a good strong soil, clay 
or heavy loam, would he best. That 
gardener, who with a steady market, 
cun combine these two soils in his 
land purchased for his garden, would 
naturally haie the best equipment.— 
American Cultivator. 

Cantaloupe Culture. 

It is saiil that Coachella will grow 
about 1-0 acres of cantaloupes this 
season, an income of over -0 per eeut 
since last year. There are now about 
50,000 acres devoted to cantaloupes II 
the United States, the output running 
as high as Toou carloads. Colorado 
has heretofore4been the leading factor 
iu this product, having originated 
the famous Rocky Ford variety. The 
Southwest will soon lie the greatest 
competitor of the Centennial State. 
Arizona is beginning to produce 
cantaloupes in Urge quantities, and 
our own Imperial Valley is adding 
to the supplies it an increased rate. 
It was thought iliat the planting of 
early grapes iu tie “desert” sections 
of Southern California would decrease 
the acreage of thlise localities, hut the 
reports seem to indicate that new 
fields will offset tie vineyard acreage. 
—L. A. Times. 

Firm Tuck Payi. 
The first object iu planning the 

truck crops should lie to grow the 
family supply, the| as much more for 
market as can lie frotitably disposed 
of. No part of thefarm and no labor 
thereon brings so Urge returns as do 
the truck patches. 1 have grown #150 
woHh of onions trim the seed on a 
little more than haj an acre of land, 
aud Lima beaus, tomatoes, sweet 
potatoes and meluis at a rate of 
better than #100 to l ie acre. 

The truck ground! should lie near 
the house, iu the ichest soil. An- 
nual applications t well-composted 
inuuure, ashes hr commercial 
fertilizers should l| made aud the 
groiiud ought to be ^ill plowed. 

The work of prejialing the ground 
and planting aud cultivating the 
crops, can he largdv doue at odd 
times when the othw farm work is 
uot pressing. 

The great point of pieces* in truck 

farming as well as’in general farming 
is to do the work well and at the 
right time. Shallow and frequent 
cultivations should be given all crop*, 
using horse cultivators where practi. 
cable aud wheel tools where horses 
cannot be used. The hoe, however, 
should be the main reliance, aud 
should be used continuously till the 
crojis are made. 

Onion seed should lie in the ground 
in March if possible. Drill in rows 
fifteen inches upart on new laud ur 
laud rich in humus. Ashes are a good 
fertilizer for this crop. Tomatoes 
should lie set out as soon as danger 
of frost is p<ast. Put well rooted 
manure under each plant. Select i 
light, sandy soil for the sweet jiotatii 
patch anil top dress liberally with 
ashes. Make light ridges alsiut three 
feet apart, aud set plants fifteen 
inches apart in the rows. Plant Lima 
beans in checks the same as corn, and 
stake two rows together in squares. 
Melons do best on sandy soil planted 

lover well rotted manure. l'nhl«ge 
soil should l>e very rich and the plants 
set in rows just fur enough apart that 
the beads will about toueh when ma 
ture. In all truck crojis earliuess 
jiays. The farmer who will hustle 
aud who will give trucking the same 

study and attention necessary to sur 
cess in any other dejiartuient of farm 
work, will titul it both jileasant and 
profitable.—Orange Judd Farmer. 

Heavy Ajricultaral Eipartt 

Washington.—According to a 
i111 lit-1in issued by the department o( 
commerce and laltur, the total value 
of agricultural products e\|>orted 
from the United States for eight 
mouths of the tiseal year 19U6, eluting 
with February. 11M>. was 
as against t.ViH.Olh.OllO, in the same 

j>eriod of 19U'». 

How to Keep Bays oa Ike Farw 

Ttie ijQestiot) of how to keep hoys 
on the farm is as |>erplexing as it is 
important. The Kurul New Yorker 
publishes the following urticle, which 
may give an idea as to u possible solu 
tiou of tlie question; 

“Many yeais ago I was talking with 
Hen. Sheridan in Chicago. He told 
me that when he was a major of 
cavalry in Arizona he was in charge, 
on behalf of the government, of a 

tribe of Indians, the Colorados, aud 
his duty was to confine them to their 
reservation. His principal difficulty 
was on account of their nomadic 
character; no matter what effort he 
made to make their homes comfort- 
able for them, still they would leave 
them and travel away, aud had to he 
brought back by the cavalry at short 
intervals. He dually decided that if 
he could give them some interest in 
the way of live stock it might be an 

anchoring iudueue-*, so he succeeded 
in having the government give 
them a stock of horses. That, how- 
ever did not answer the purpose, for 
they drove the horses aud continued 
to travel with the horses aud mares 
and colts as they had before. Then 
ho tried the experiment of giving 
them cuttle, but alter the cows had 
produced calves in the spring of the 
year the Indians traveled, and the 
stock traveled with them. Finally 
he hit upon tile idea of giving them a 

stock of poultry, and the squaws 
promptly realized the value of the 
product of the hens in the domestic 
economy, became attached to the eggs 
aud attached to the chickens, sud 
when the bucks proposed that the)' 
should make their summer migration, 
the squaws saiil “No.” The result 
of the poultry exfierimeut was that 
for the first time he was enabled to 
anchor these Indians to the [dace 
where the government desired to 

keep them. 
There are many boys on the farm 

104lay who 4*01111! be aiu'horeit to the 
old home if they cotihi l<e interested 
in a gooit hen. 

Modern Dairy Bun. 

The Dairy Division of the Bureau 
of Auimai Industry, Department of 
Agriculture at Washington, has just 
issued a small circular entitled 
“Suggestions for Construction of 
Modern Dairy Barn.” The plan of 
the Unu shows that the structure eui 

I>oilies the best ideas iu seieutitic and 
sanitary construction that are con- 
sistent with practicability and cheap 
ness. We advise all interested iu 
such a publication to send to the 
Secretary of Agriculture at Washing 
ton for a copy of it. 

Hori* Breeding, 
Horse breeding is one of the most 

important industries iu the United 
States. The reports iu the Year Book 
of *he Department of Agriculture 
show large increase iu the prices of 
the best grades from BIO to £45 during 
1901, 1906 inclusive. Draft hors**s 
show the greatest increase for that 
period occasioned by the scarcity. 
January 1, 1906, there were .’163.339 
horses in California valued at B24, 
518,741. The increase iu draft horses 
for breeding puposes, of the character 
of the Perchou, Clydesdale and other 
strains, is adding many thousands of 
dollars to California's Auimai assets 
annually.-Cal. Cultivator. 


