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COAL STRIKE

INTERESTING FACTS REGARDING

- STRUGGLE BETWEEN MINERS
AND OPERATORS.

1)

GREATEST IN HISTORY OF COUNTRY

‘j‘ ar Cloud Has Been Gathering for Some

Time—Diggers Have
able Fund to Pus

Laid Aside Formid-
h Fight—Proposi-

tion to Incorporate Union.

BY CLYDE ALISON MANN.

The facts underlying the great strike
n the bituminous coal fields are the
most remarkable that have been in-
volved in any labor question in the
history of the United States, as the
strike will be the greatest strike in the
country’s history. |

Few of the moving facts became ap-
parent during the joint conferences at |
Indlanapolis. They had their origin Iin
the previous strike in the bltumlnouni
fields and the remarkable recruiting to
the ranks of the United Mine Workers |
of America which followed upon the |
heels of the strike in 1902. The oppor- |
tunities in organization shown then
‘appealed to the element of the miners
which previously had scouted the idea
pf organization, and this element has |
proved to be, as it got more and more
into the harness, a radical, even soclal-
{stic element—much more radical than |
 the leaders of the United Mine Work-
lers or the older membership in that

‘body.

Miners Well Prepared.
Through the check off system, the
pollection by the cooperators of union
dues and fines, a system which existed
pugh the foolish indulgence of the
pperators, an enormous strike fund
been piled up, the total being to-
jay at least $3,000,000 in all the district
nd national treasury. There is a fund

$960,000 in the Illlinois treasury
lone. This 1s a sum which would go
gt a little way in paying strike

ages, but was a sum 8o large that
e new element in the United Mine
Workers had fixed their eyes upon it |
soedily with jealous  misgvings of |
hat’ might be done with it.- In the
nks of the miners, therefore, the
pajority sentiment was in favor of
adical demand, which their leaders
knew were wholly unlikely to be
granted under the existing conditions.
John Mitchell and his lieutenants were
put in a position of choosing between
gontinuing to lead their men and sub-
gcriblng to the demands of the rad-
fcal majority, or belng thrown from
their high position and trampled upon
by thousands of union members. Such
4 situation among the miners was
‘known to exist and that a strike was
Hkely has been known for months to
many of the big operators, the rall-

| eral agreement with

distriet,” into the markets of Indian-
apolis and Chicago. The reason lay
in the cheaper labor secured in the
nonunion mines and the longer hours,
which enabled coal mine operators to
secure a greater production per day.
It also lay in the growing carelessness
of the union miners In the mining of
coal; while the graue of West Virginia
coal was improving, the complaints to
the distriet unions of Illinois, Indiana
and Ohio regarding tue increasing
carelessness of the miners were each
month growing more frequent. In

| those flelds, moreover, under the gen-

the miners' na-
tional organization, known as the “in-
terstate agreement,” the conditions im-
posed in the “differentials” between
machine and hand mining reached a
point where It amounted to practically
28 cents a ton.
Tension Constantly Growing.

The stories told by miners of the
numerous small strikes which have
occurred in the Illinols and Indiana
fields in the last two years illustrate
the tension between the miners and

| operators, growing constantly greater.

The two interests were not working
in harmony.

At a mine in southern Illinois where
over 400 men were employed, the man
in charge of the pit mules ordered hay
for them, but because of a lack of the
hay in the local market he woke up
one morning with less than a bale of
hay to feed the hungry mules. He
filled them up on oats and sent them
into the mine, but the miners learned
of the lack of hay and in a few mi=n-
utes they walked out and refused to
work for several days, notwithstand-
ing the mules were fed.

At _another mine a strike resulted
from the tardiness of 20 minutes of
the paymaster upon pay day at the
mine, :

These facts the miners boast about
laughingly, but—the operators each
month grow more restless, till the op-
portunity was offered to stand on what
they believed to be their rights. Then
they promptly refused to grant the in-
crease of wages of 12 per cent.
which was demanded by the United
Mine Workers.

Press dispatches have told the tale
of contention, bickering and delay in

the joint conference of the miners and
the operators, first in February and
again March 19. During the second
convention anotner Iinfluence was
brought to bear which added certainty
to the expectations that the miners
and operators could not agree.
Why Robbins Turned. >
Franeis L. Robbins, president of the
Pittsburg Coal company, the biggest
corporation operating in the bitumi-
nous fields, will be a candidate for the
United States senate at the next ses-
sion of the Pemnsylvania legislature..

| His announcement has not been made-
wery [public, but in Pennsylvania it s a

_jovertures fail in the anthracite fleld

[ was tmportant to his ambition. Conse- |
quently, after standing out at the first
vance demanded was impossibie, he
made a sudden change which ob . lous-
Iy will ald his political Interests, a
change which has beea interpreizd by
the press and public as due to orders
from the “steel trust” that the ad-
vance must pe granted the miners if
that be the price of peace.

This change on the part of Robbins
aroused a bitterness of feeling among
the smaller operators of Illinols, In-
diana and Ohio which never could be
assuaged. In joint conrerence Com-
missioner Philip Penna, of the Indiana
Bituminous Coal Operators’ associa-
tion, challenged the miners to grant
the coal companies of those three
states the same conditions as those
which prevail under the miners’ agree-

clared that If they would do so the
operators not only Immediately would
grant the 12% per cent. advance In
wages, but woula furnish the miners
their piwder free.

This challenge was directly aimed
at the stand of Francis l. Robbins,
who was proclaimed a traitor to the
cause of the soft coal operators. 1(s
apparent falrness was a bombshell in
the eampaign of Robbins and the min-
ers as well. It brought no further re-
sult than a hot discussion. The mys-
tery of it Is uncovered in one under-
lying reason for the strike.

The Great Industrial War.

80 after three days In the final strug-

gle in joint conference all e..orts to

ment in the Pittsburg fleld, and de-!

see, Alabama snd West Virzinia. Aft-
a proiracied strike the uniom has
been dii.en out of Acovama and the
mines are run on the piamn of tae
| “open shop.” '

For weeks both sides of this gilant
struggle between labor and capital
have been naneuvering for position,
like great armies. One cause of delay
before the final breach belween the
operators and miners was in making
these maneuvers In tactical moves of
one side and then the other.

When a disagreement seemed prob-

able President John Mitchell, of the
United Mine Workers, secured a letter
from President Roosevelt, urging that
a second effort be made to prevent a
'strike, and tried to put the responsi-
| bility for the strike upon the oper-
ators.
! Im return the operators promptly
‘agreed to a second joint conference, to
be held at Indlanapolis, beginning
March 19, and which was prolonged
for ten days.

The th.rd move on the battle field
was Mitchell’'s announcement that tae
Pittsburg Coal company (with an out-
put of 20,000,000 fons per annum)
' would compromise by grenting an ad-
vance of 5.556 per cent,

The operators made a counter-move
by proclaiming Robbins a traitor to
| thelr cause and not representative of
| thelr will.

declaring the raillroads were respon-
sible for the fallure of peace negotia-
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avert the strike failed.

The coal oper- |

tions and vehemently proclaiming that

ators of the “central competitive fleld”
framed an appeal to President Roose- |
velt to investigate the facts of the
situation and determine the justice of
the case by arbitration. This was
done by the operators after all hopes
of peace had falled, but it did not
avert the strike, although it was hoped
that it might shorten its length.

The present strike Iinvolves more
men than any other the coal industry
has known in this or any other coun-
try. Practically all the miners in [l
nols, Indiana and Ohlo are members of
the United Mine Workers, and all went

out. They number:

e T e RS VU 53,000
e A R R L e b 16,000
T SRR B T et

The strike includes also the south-
western fleld and involves in

FRINOURE 7+ o vnsennshvsusssius Faes 8,000
B e sanessssni 000
Indian territory..... TR sores EONO
o A MR IRIWE e, S T BT AT 7,000

and it also stops the clank of many
tipples in lowa, West Virginia, Mich-
igan and Kentucky.

Probably all the miners in western
Pennsylvania will be ordered out, to
the number of 130,000, |

What will be the result of this tre- |
mendous Industrial war? How long
can it endure? The dally bread and
very existence of 2,000,000 people de-
pend upon the wages which will be
sacrificed. Will the struggle be ecom-
paratively peaceful or will the turbu-
lence which has marked most strikes
be used by the less self-controlled
miners to enforce the demand which
has been refused?

Muech depends on the results of the
negotiations between anthracite oper-
ators and their miners, for If peace

as well as the bituminods, the strug-
gle will be a titanle one, reaching
from the Delaware to the Missouri
river and south throughout the soft
coal flelds of Kansas, Indian territory
and Oklahoma to Texas. It is not at
all improbable that not less than 500,-
000 coal miners will be loafing before
the end of April. No time of the year

an Investigation should be made of the
relations between the coal companies
of the soft coal fields and the railroads.

The operators retorted there

nothing in it and that Mitchell was

simply pandering to public prejudice '

against the railroads.
Mitchell jockeyed for the
of asking “restoration” of a wage scale

that was in force one year, the year |

of 1903, trying ‘o make the operators

appear In the position of refusing a |

wage scale which previously had been

in force, notwithstanding (he claimed) |

the steel trade and railroads now were
prospering wonderfully.
Average Wage of Diggers,

Heports of labor commissioners of |

average |
& | on

the various states give the
number of days which coal miners in
each fleld work and give the average
lally wage at $2.42. Many of the min-
ers earn, when they work, from §4

|to $8 and even $10 a day, but there
| has been an overproduction of

soft
coal and an Influx of coal from non-
union mines which has restricted the
operation of the mines in Illinois and
its sister states. The miners then

|earn through the year an average of

$2.42 per day. The statistics of the
state of Indiana permit comparison

'with the wages pald to the butcher,

the baker and the furniture maker;
the butchers being pald an average of
$2.19 per day, bakers $2.04 per day,
and the furniture makers $1.87 per
day. Quarrymen, whose work is sim-
flar, but not underground, are pald an
average of $1.40 a day. The average
wages of engineers and firemen of sta-
tionary plants is $2 per day, that of
brick makers $1.85 per day, and brew-
ers are paid $2.35 per day.

There are occupations for which
higher wages are pald than coal min-
ing, but they are not numerous.

The changes in the coal flelds in the
conditions of the miners and their
families during the last ten years are
so striking that they furnish one of
the best examples of the progress and
prosperity whicn Is becoming each
general throughout the
United States. The traditional habits
of the miners have not altogether been
changed, but there are many more
miners who now own their homes,
there Is a smaller percentage of
men who generally
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Mitchell made a flank movement by |

was |

servative Isoders 1a the mational

ganization bas accomplizhed
much, but the most desperate

strike too lightly.

Would Incorporate Union.

During the final joint conference at
Indianapolis the Illinois coal operators
began advocating the Incorporation of
the United Mine Workers of America,
its assets to consist of the amount of
strike fund accumulated at this time
or on hand at any time. This Is the

definitely urged the plan which theor-

urged as a remedy. Economists of
distinction have urged that the Incor-
poration of unions would diminish the
number of strikes, practically do away
with violation of contracts
employers and their men,

ing before the people.
son than the general manager of the
INlinois Central rallroad’s coal
pany, A.

to historic importance,

Mr. Moorshead is of English birth,
and in England the miners’ unions are
incorporated. “Employers never have
beenr willing to urge the unions with
which they do business to take advan-
| tage of the corporation laws,” sald Mr.
Moorshead. “In England violations or
abrogation of contract is very rare,
for the unions are financially respon-
sible when Incorporated. If a contract

corporation is now responsible to the
unions or their members; the reverse
[ should be true, and If the miners are
| earnestly seeking equality and fairness
[in their relations with employers they
[ought to be willlng to assume this
| financial responsibility.”

;rlcm took no action, but favored the
plan and it is Hkely later to be given
formal recognition by the assoclation.
: Whkat such action might lead to In the
| relations of labor to capital cannot be
;'prmiic-rml, but it Is an lmportant de-
| velopment of the question which each
| year grows more important of solu-
| tion.

Following are the statements of the
leaders of miners, John Mitchell, and
of the bituminous coal operators, John
| H. Winder, of Ohio.

John Mitchell: *“The American peo-
ple wil place the responsibility for
the miners’ strike at the door of the

They will also urge this great Indus-
trial conflict to the men who have
large stocks of coal stored away out of
which they purpose to make vast for-
tunes.'

John H. Winder:

com-
4. -Moorshead, was sponsor |
for this movement, which may grow !

between |
and giulm'ded day and night with people
both capital and labor an equal stand- ' praying for deliverance from an im-
No less a per- | pending peril, manifestations of which

is violated by the employer, he or the |

Many Homes Have

and Churches Are

People Praying for Deliver-
ance from Peril,

Crowded With

Naples.—The inhabitants of the vil-
lages In the viecinity of Mount Vesu-

first case known where employers have | vius are In a eondition bordering on

panle. Many homes have been aban-

ists In discussing labor troubles have ' domed for the open alr, although there

has been a thick fog all day and the
atmosphere has been dense with vol-
canic ashes and the fumes of subter-
ranean fires The: churches are

are heard and felt in explosions which

resemble a heavy cannonading and in -

the tremblings of the earth which are
constantly recurring.

The main stream of lava proceeding
from Vesuvius is 200 feet wide, and it
flows at times at the rate of twenty-
one feet a minate, destroving vegeta-
tlon before the stream reaches it. The

| peasants of Portici, at the west foot of

Vesuvius, cleared their grounds of
vineyvards and trees in the effort to
lessen the danger from fire, and re-
sisted the progress of the lava to their
atmost., e

The population of Boscotrecaz, on

| the southern declivity of the mountain,

The Illinois Coal Operators’ assocla- |

| invaded by lava.

have sought safety in flight, and Bos-
soreale, to the eastward, Is also
threatened. Women of this- village,
weeéping with fright, carried a statue,
of St. Anne as near as they could go
to the flowing lava, imploring a mir
acle to stey the advance of the con-
suming stream.

The cemetery at Boscoreale has been
The scene at night
is one of mingled grandeur and hor-
ror, as from the summit of Vesuvius

 there leaps a column of fire fully a

rallroads owning the big coal fields. |

“l look upon the
situation as a buSiness disagreement |

| between the minera and the operators, |

{and not as a strike. A suspension of
i\nmrk will follow our adjournment
without agreement upon a new work-
|Ing econtract. 1 do mot predict the
shutdown will be attended with viola-
tions. No attempt will be made, I
think, to operate the mines with non-
union men."

PROVED HIS RIGHT TO DRINK

Unknown Lawyer Went to Some
Trouble to Get Even with

| the Judge.

position |

A western lawyer says that he was
once in a court in Missourli when a

| young man most fastidlously dressed

sauntered into the temple of justice,
None of the officlals of the court had
ever seen him before, and as the pro-
ceedings were unimportant and some-
what tedious, it chanced that the
siranger attracted some attention, re-
lates Lippincott's Magazine. On his
part he eyed the judge narrowly, “sized
up” all the attorneys, drummed loudly
the bench in front of him, and
finally rose and sauntered up to the
bar, where he poured out for himself
a glass of lced water,

The judge presiding, a nervous and
testy old fellow, had himself observed
the young man, and by his frowns had
given evidence of his disapproval.
When the stranger had boldly marched
up to the bar and bhad taken the water,
it looked as if the judge would boil
over with indignation at this exhibi-
tion of temerity, amounting almost to
contempt. “That water, sir,” roared
the judge, “is for attorneys and other
officlals of this court.”

Whereupon the strange young man
turned red and left the courtroom. But
the court was to see more of him; for
in about half an hour he returned, bear-
ing in his hand a roll of parchment.
The judge now glared at him in the
most savage manner, but the young
man flinched not. Finally, during a lull
''n the proceedings, the eccentric young
person addressed the court:

“Your homor!"

“What Is it, sir?

“l wish, your homor, to submit to
this honorable court, my certificate of
admission to practice in the supreme
court and all other courts of this
Iil'-.-'r—_"‘

“Well, what of that?” growled his
honor.

“Simply this, your honor. Now that
1 have presented the proofs of my ad-
mission to the bar, | would now move
the court that I be permitted to drink
from the official pitcher.” :

The young attorney got his water.

the glare
for many

thousand feet in helght,
lighting the sky and sea
miles.

BLAZE AT PORTLAND.

Chamber of Commerce Building Burns,
With Loss of $100,000.

Portland. Ore.—The most apectacu-
lar fire ®hich ever occurred in Port
land destroyed the eighth, the top,
gtory of the Chamber of Commerce
bullding Friday afternoon and was the
indirect cause of the death of Homer
H. Hallock, right of way agent of the

Willamette Traction company, former-
ly for twenty-five years'an employe of
the Oregon Rallroad & Navigation
sompany at Pendleton, Baker City and
Umatilla. Mr. Halloek, who was one
of the best known railroad men in the
northwest, was in the Commercial club
when the fire broke out. He seems to
have become suddenly mad, and de-
apite the efforts of several men who
strove to restrain him, jumped down
the light well onto the roof of the cen-
tral court, elght stories below, and
was Instantly killed. The property
loss |8 estimated at $100,000,

DARING ROBBER CAUGHT.

B8wiss Police Land Ringleader of Rus-
slan Bank Thieves.

Zurich, Switzerland.—The ringlead-
er of the band which robbed the Mu-
tual Credit bank of Moscow of $437,600
March 20 has been arrested here. He
is a young Russian who arrived In
Zurich April 3, and had been drinking
heavily. The police took him into cus-
tody on the charge of intoxication and
found among his belongings a wallet

filled with Russian bank notes. When
the prisoner became sober he volun-
tarily confessed that he had headed
the band of nineteen men who robbed
the Mutual Credit bank of Moscow.

TO FORTIFY PANAMA,

Plan of Army Experts is Laid Before
Taft.

Washington.—A plan for the fortl-
fication of the Panama canal, drawn
by the general staff of the army,
which belleves the fortifications nec-
essary, has been placed before Secre-
tary Taftt The canal commission
thinks the fortifications should be
built. A nice guestion of policy is in-
volved in the matter and it will be
carefully considered. Secretary Taft
has taken up this subject with the
president and Secretary Root, and it
has been decided that the project shall
be laid before congresa.

Indiane Sulking Over Refusal to Join
Wild West Show.
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