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‘Lambastes County Officials Unmerci-
fully~Wonderful Pen Picture of
Official Depravity.—~Only the Be.
ginning.—More to Come,

Treasurer Goodrich and Clerk Sawyer
Indicted.—Two Counts Against
Each.—Others Severely Censured.—
Books Ordered Experted From Start
to Finish.—Grand Jury Not Dis
solved.—Will Continue [nvestiga-
tion.

The Report.

Report of the grand jury in and for
Lincoln county, State of Nevada:

October sitting, A. D. 1805. To the
Hon. Geo. S. Brown, Judge of the
Fourth Judicial District, County of
Lincoln, State of Nevada. We, the
grand jury impaneled at the October
term of the District court in and for
Lincoln County, beg leave to submit
this our final report and ask to be
discharged from further attendance
on this court. We have submitted the
following true bills. State of Nevada,
vs, M. B. Spiker, for burglary; State
of Nevada vs. Joe Hawley, for bur-
glary; Willlam Robbins, for burglary
and recelving stolem goods; Frank
alas, highway robbery; Jim Apos-
tolos, highway robbery; Willlam Mec-
Carthy, murder; George 0. Sawyer,

falsifying accounts (two counts
against Sawyer); H. J. Goodrich, em-
bezzlement, and another count of

about the same charge against him.
In addition we beg to submit this
general report:
Conduct of County Officers.
Acting on. evidence and  tes-
timony duly presented before Iit,
this grand jury presents the follow-

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, OCTOBER 28, 1905:

ing opinlon on the past conduct of
various county officers In the dls
harge of their duties and make the
lowing recommendations as to the
fubure conduct of the county's bust
ness:

J. A. NESBITT (While Treasurer)—
First we find that during hils term as
treasurer he allowed the receipts and
disbursements of the county fund hy
various persons not duly sworn as his
deputies. This practice is a viola
tion of the provisions made in seetion
1207, Cutting's Compiled Laws. Sec
ond, We find that during his term as
treasurer he failed to keep the county
funds separate from his own personal
fund. We recommend that this prac-
tice of non-separation of public and
private funds in possession of the
county treasurer and other officers he
at once discontinued, as it is to be
regarded as a memace to the safe con-
duct of the county’s business.

Third, We find that paragraphs 1
and 3, H. E. Freudenthal’s general re-
port on the delinquent rolls, present
evidence of gross neglect on the part
of Mr. Nesbitt in failing to keep the
delinguent roll up to date, or in a
careful or proper manner, and we
submit that the failure to so perform
the duties is deserving of the strons-
est censure.

Fourth, We find that during his
term of office as treasurer he em-
ployed a clerk not sworn as his deputy
to perform his work, and that he, J. A.
Nesbitt, never at any time, by his own
sworn statement, checked up. looked
over, or in any way whatsoever su-
pervised the counting of the county
funds in any particular, in fact he
knew nothing about the state of the
actual cash on hand, the book bal-
ances or acgounts and reports further
than the ‘mfeemation supplied him
from time to by the aforesaid
clerk. We that the fallure to
perform these acts is deserving of the
strongest possible re.

5th. We find that*during his term
as treasurer the cash book was dis-
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pensed with and no regular and sys-
tematic record kept of the cash re-
celved or disbursed. This practice 18
a violation of the provisions made In
section - 2327, Cutting’s Compiled
Laws,

6th. We find that on transfer of
this office, its funds, records and re
ports from Mr. H. P. Dooley to J. A.
Nedbitt, that no actunal checking up
by the latter of Mr. Dooley’s account,
actual cash on hand, balances or
books was made in any manner what-
soever. In the transfer of the office
from Mr. J. A. Nesbitt to Mr. H. J
Goodrich the same failure to check up
the office business occurred. Further-
more the amount of actual cash on
hand transferred at that time is at
present unknown to either party, as
there was no receipt given. We sub-
mit that the acts on the part of Mr.
Neabitt and Mr. Goodrich and this
fallure to check up the accounts of
the outgoing officers have made it
‘possible for errors to pass from one

is some of the cause of the existing
state of affairs and are deserving of
the strongest cemsure. In this par
ticular we call attention to the fact
that the acts have made it impossible
for this grand jury without a lengthy
investigation by themselves and by
an expert auditor to specify the exact
amount of deficit chargeable to Mr.
Nesbitt and to Mr. Goodrich, except
as appears in the true bill found
against the latter. We therefore rec-
ommend to the board of county com-
missioners the expert auditing of the
county books at the earliest possible
date, this investigation to cover the
period extending from the end of Mr,
N. P. Dooley's admtnlstrnuon as treas-
urer up to the present date and that
the reports be made to the grand jury
next in session or this grand jury it
not adjourned at the time of the con-
clusion of this investigation.

W. H. TURNER (While Auditor)—-
We find that on two occaslons he as
auditor certified to statements of the

condition of funds without checking
them up to ascertain their correct-
ness. We cite the statements of De-
cember 1st, 1902, and January 1s.
1903, as the evidence in this particu
lar. -

Concerning H. W. Turner, auditor,
Henry lLee, auditor; J. A. Nesbitt, |
Treasurer: H. J. Goodrich, Treasurer, |
and J. F. Roeder, Assessor while in |
office. 2

We find that the same clerk has
been emploved in the business of twe
or more of these offices at the same |

time, which practice is contrary to the
spirit and intention of Section 1211, !
Cuttings compiled laws. '
HENRY LEE (While Auditor)—We
find that during his term as auditor |
he has, with few exceptions, never |
&hecked over the statements of condi-
tion of  fund as submitted to him by
the treasurer, although he has duly
certified to the same. He has in thi-1|
particular certified to several such |
statements as being correct in their|
condition and totals, when it is a fact |

submit that this practice is careless |
and negligent in every way and Is an|
absolute dereliction of the duties of |
his office as auditor. .
BENJAMIN SANDERS (While Dis-
trict Attorney)-—We find that during|
his term of office as district attorney, |
on his own acknowledgment he made |

bill 1026, March 7, 1904, and that the |
same was authorized by the board of |
county commissioners, who in ow
opinion are culpable with him, bu
that he being by virtue of his officc |
their legal adviser, is especlally cen
surable.

JOHN F. ROEDER (While Asessor) |
—We find that during his term as »8- |
sessor he has not furnished the treas-|
urer with an itemized statement of his
receipts each month, and we recoi:
mend that he do so in the future. Buch
a statement would show the senarm
amounts collected under each person-
al property tax and poll tax, with LhPI
name of the taxpayer, the number of |
the assessor's receipt stubs and the
district or the road district for which
it was collected. This statement
shquld also appear in the assessors
cash book. We' call attention to the
fact that the correspondence In tne
course of the business of thls office
bas not during the present Incum-
‘bent’s term of office been recordeld in
a careful and business-like manner,
and we recommend that Iimmediate
steps be taken by the assessor to e¥s-
tematize the conduct of his office busl-
ness. We also find that no certified
copy of any report of poll taxes col-
lected has been heretofore retained by

urer guarterly,

they were and-are gressly in error. Wd | fot

{ found,

an unlawful charge of $156 expeénses Int

be done hereafter, to provide a check
on the repoit as shown in the asses-
sor's cash book.

THE PRESENT AND FORMER
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMIS-
BIONERS.—We find that the checking
up of the statement and cash on han?!
as presented to them at their quagter-
Iy meeting by the auditor, treasurer
and assessor has been conducted in o
careless, Incompetent and negligent
manner and has resulted in the failurc
o discover errors and misrepresentn-
tions which should have been appur-
ent upon a most cursory investigation.

THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—We
find that on May 1, 1905, the amount
of general license collected was $1.-
090.40. This total should have been
apportioned to the general county
fund. We find that $300 of this fund
was transferred to the salary fund
without authority of the board ot
county commissioners.

RECOMMENDATIONS, — We rec.
ommend that the board of county com

admin‘l.tmuoﬂ 1o aﬂom!’ ud m Lminiunprs_ud me ‘udiim hmer

comp'!y strictly with section 2169,
Cutting's Complled Laws, which pro-
vides that the auditor shall quarterly
furnish the board with a statement of
the amount of money, securities and
other property in the custody of the
county treasurer, and shall, in com-
pany with the board of commissioners,
count, examine and inspect the same
and carefully determine whether the
funds, securitles and property of the
county are all on hand and proper!y
protected in the full amounts belongz-
ing to the county, and the county
treasurer shall assist as far as possi-
ble, facilitating such examination,

We recommend that section 2332 he
revigsed so as to provide that state-
ments showing all redeemed orders
or vouchers be filed each month by the
county treasurer with the auditor and
an itemized receipt given therefor.

We recommend to the members of
the next legislature that they create
the office of traveling auditor, whose
duty shall be to audit the books and
accounts in the several offices in each
of the state and report in a
the board of
county upon makiug
such an inspeetion and auditing.

We recommend that all clerks em-
ployed in the several county offices be
gworn as deputies, or put under bonds.

county
complete statement to
eommissioners

We recommend that all stubs 'in the

receipt books in all of the county ‘of-
| fices hereafter contain a full and com-
plete deseription of the receipts issuel
in each case.

We recommend to the board of
| county - commissioners that they ob-
tain itemized statements of all trans-
actions from the auditor and treas-

as is required by law,
and that they check such statements

against each other with the atd of the

|stub and the receipts from these ol

fices and that these stubs and receipts
(be delivered to the proper officers, to
be properly labeled and filed together
with a- certified copy of the state
ments alluded to.
We further recommend to the board
county commissioners—that they
employ able counsel to assist In the
further investigation of county affairs
{and the conduct of officlals and in the
prusecutiun of indictments before the
|court and of any other that may be
inasmuch as we believe the
present incumbent of the distriet at-
torney’s office to be incompetent.
RECOMMENDATIONS TO NEXT
LEGISLATURE.—We find that the

| prosecution of criminal cases could be
| greatly expedited .and the cost less-

oned in a similar degrée if prosecution
by information by the district attor-

'ney’s office is made legal. This pro-
| vision would obviate the necessity of

calllng upon thé grand jury to act
upon every criminal case.

CONCLUSION.—We find that the
munty officials generally have been in
the habit of indulging too freely In
strong drink, a practice which is vig
>musly condemned by this grand
jury.

We further desire to state that ie

|so far as_we have been able to check

the statements as embodied in H. E.
Freudenthal's several and general re
ports on the- county books, we find
them to be correct, but as alréady rec
ommended all of these acecounts
should be audited by an expért at the
earliest possible date.

Attached herewith you will ﬁml the
reports of the several committees ap-
pointed by this body. ;

Respectfully subnnm,

(Copy) CHAS. COBB,
Foreman of the Grand Jury.
2 .
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SAWYER AND GOODRICH.

Two of the Four Indictments Brought
Against Two of the County
Officials.

Four indictments were brought iIn
against the treasurer and the deputy
clerk. We publish two of the indiet-
ments robbed of its legal language.
but there are two others, one charg-
ing Sawyer and the sum stated be
ing $1,000. The other is against
Goodrich, the treasurer, alleging the
further embezzlement of $72, January
4, 1905. Two of the indictments read
as follows:

Clerk Sawyer.

In the Fourth Judicial Distriet court
of the State of Nevada, in and for the
County of Lincoln. State of Nevada,
County of Lincoln-—ss. State of Ne

vada, plaintiff; vs. George O. Sawyer,
defendant. George 0. Sawyer is ac

cused by the grand jury of the crime
of felony.

That on December 1st, 1902, George
0. Sawyer, at Ploche, was the duly
appointed, sworn, qualified and act-
ing deputy county recorder and au-
ditor of the county, and had under his
control and in his possession a record
known as thé “Funds  Report,”—fer
month ending November Ilst, 1902,
The report being a statement of the
condition of the county funds, which
report was the property of and kept
by the county. Geo. 0. Sawyer, while
the report was in his possession, by
virtue of his trust, and as such officer,
with Intent to defraud the county of

the sum of $277.01, wilfully, unlaw-
fully and feloniously did make in the
record the following false entry, to-
wit: In footing the items constitut.
ing the general fund, he makes the to-
tal $11,004.08, whereas, the ocorrect
total should be $11,281.09, thus mak-
ing a shortage of $277.01.
Treasurer Goodrich.

Same title. The State of Nevada,
plaintiff, vs. H. J. Goodrich, defend-
ant. H. J. Goodrich is accused by the
grand jury of the crime of felony,

committed as follows: That H. J.
Goodrich, on or about the 4th day of
February, A. D. 1905, at  Plochs,

County of Lincoln, State of Nevada,
was the duly elected, qualified and
acting clerk and treasurer of said
county, and by virtue of, and in the
course of his said employment as such
clerk and treasurer, there came into
and was in the custody, control, care
and possession of H., J. Goodrich as
said clerk and treasurer, certain pub-
lic money, to-wit: the sum of sixty-
five ($66) dollars, in lawful money of
the United States, (the exact kind and
character of money is unknown to the
grand jury,) being the personal prop-
erty of the county of Lincoln, which
publte money had, on said day been
paid into the office of the clerk and
treasurer, and received for said coun-
ty, as clerk and treasurer; and after
the moneys as aforesaid, to-wit, the
sum of $65, had come into the comn-
trol, care, custody and possession, H.
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