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The 'Velvet Revolution'
In Jordan

By Gail Pressberg
Jordan's "velvet political revolution"

signals good news for United States interests,
for Israel and for Jordan's own future.

The cabinet of Jordan's newly appointed
government - led by Prime Minister
Abdelkarim Kabariti - brings sweeping new
personnel changes with a younger generation

of Ministers. Kabariti, former Foreign Minister,
is a young technocrat who rose to political
prominence through his election to the
Jordanian Parliament. As chairman of the
parliament's Foreign Affairs Committee,
Kabariti used his position during the often
cantankerous parliamentary debate to obtain a
majority legislative vote in favor of Jordan's
peace treaty with Israel.

A strong supporter of peace with Israel,
Jordan's new Prime Minister has
simultaneously built strong ties to the
Palestinian Authority (PA) and pledged,
during Arafat's recent visit to the Jordanian
capital, to strengthen relations between
Amman and the PA. Kabariti is also a powerful
public advocate for Jordan, Israel and the
Palestinian Authority's creation of a vibrant
regional economic axis.

As he retains the portfolio of Foreign
Minister, Kabariti's appointment will be good
news for Gulf countries like Saudi Arabia and
Kuwait and will be seen most negatively by

Iraq. Kabariti takes a hard-lin- e view toward j
Saddam Hussein's regime in Iraq and is

strongly supportive of King Hussein's
determination for Jordan to have a role in

determining the future of Iraq.
Kabariti has long held the view that Iraq

has been an economic and political nemesis
for Jordan. Vis-a-v- is Saudi Arabia and Kuwait,
he has been instrumental in forging improved
ties with these countries deeply strained
since Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. His

appointment just days before King Hussein's
first visit to Saudi Arabia since Jordan's
acquiescence to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, is
meant as a positive message to the Saudi
monarchy which will undoubtedly be well
received.

Jordan's new Prime Minister represents
an important trend in his country and will have
strong support for a foreign policy that seeks to
form alliances based on pragmatic interests.
This can only spell good news for the United
States, Israel, the Palestinian Authority and
those Arab countries seeking to create a new
Middle East.

If Kuwait's appointment spells good news
for Jordan's moderate foreign policy, it also
appears promising on the domestic front.
Having been a rising star in Jordan's elected
parliament, Kabariti has developed great
respect for Jordan's recent experimentation in
democratization. He understands that he
needs to gain the support of a parliament
which sees its role as representing the public
upon whose confidence it will be necessary to
achieve in order to win reelection. In fact,
twenty our of thirty. Cabinet Ministers
appointed by Kabariti are also elected
members of the Parliament.

In order to heal the government's strained
relations with the media, and simultaneously
promote Jordan's peace policy with l,srael,
Kabariti's appointment of Marwan Mausrter as
Minister of Information is most welcome. This
information Ministry will be critical to
convincing a skeptical Jordanian public that
peace with Israel is beneficial. Mausher, I

Jordan's very able first Ambassador to Israel
spent several years in Washington building a
very credible information office for Jordan "in

Washington. Those of us who knew him during
his years in Washington found him to be an
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ISunday Sale - February 25th -- 10 a.m. till 7 p.m.

Allj Inspiratiqnal Gifts...
Judaic antiques gathered from through--

out e (iasPora' from Persia to Prague,
km Madrid to Morocco, choose from

;Wl&00 Kiddush cups, rare engravings, bronzevT reliefs, shofars and yods, hamsahs, spice
2--- "t towers, Kabbalistic kamaiahs, Seder

plates, tapestries, menorahs for both
A Shabbot and Channukah, paintings and

CT On sale Sunday, February 25th, from
Y 10 a m' 7 P m' in my nome at 4363

U V Rimcrest Rd., Las Vegas. Phone Len
' Tkijll Howard at 458-13- 20 for directions and

T any additional information.
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--Babysitting mE

Service tfc
WHERE CHILDREN COME FIRST 40

255-595- 5 258--1 048 El
ExPERtNCED &TTEHS ClEAWD INSURED & BONDED.

through the FBI, Sheriff & Health Beepers are furnished,
dept. with a child care health card. sltters bring "activity bags."

Licensed by "the County and State. 24 hour service available.

SERVING LAS VEGAS HOTELS AND HOMES

Support Israel
Center Strip Inn

Across from Rally's & Aladdin

Toll 37

Local - 739-606- 6

If Your Business
Cannot Afford To

Advertise, Then
Advertise It

For Sale In The
LAS VEGAS
ISRAELITE!

We Think School
Should Be As Safe As Home.
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j lAir goal is to offer

I students a safe, caring J
and ethical learning a

At the Hebrew Academy, a secure environment
environment, based on a provides a setting free from the distractions that

hinder ed"Cation- - From theude"?classical education, that
classroom to the athletic field, the school offers a

produces d nurturing academic program suited to the growth
and development of each student.

individuals who are

prepared to make HEBREW AND JUDAICA 4 FOREIGN LANGUAGES

invaluable contributions BUS 'TRANSPORTATION DRUG AND ALCOHOL FREE

ATHLETICS, DRAMA, NEVADA'S FIRST ACCREDITED
to their families and MUSIC AND ART COLLEGE PREP SCHOOL

COMPUTER AND SCIENCE LABS
the community."

For Information and Registration Please Call
DR. tamar Ll'BiN Dr. Tainar Lubln, &hool Head 255-450- 0

School Head

' llli HEBREW ACADEMY
;i 9700 W. Hillpointe Rd., Las Vegas, NV 89134
i;
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Supervision Around The Clock With A
Registered Nurse On Staff

Experienced Care Givers
With Medical Background

Chef On Staff With Special Individual
Tastes Or Any Other

Dietary Restrictions Required
Housekeeping Laundry

Private & Semi-Priva- te Rooms
Daily Activities
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