Friday, December 22, 1989

Egypt Can’t Represent Palestinians
In Talks With Israel, Arafat Insists

(Continued from page 2)

speculated that the PLO
is pursuing a double-
edged strategy of giving
the Egyptians a green
light privately while
publicly insisting that
the PLO must be in-
volved in selecting the
Palestinian delegation
that will negotiate with
Israel.

Having won accep-
tance by both Egypt and
Israel of the five-point
plan, Baker is now trying
to arrange a meeting in
Washington with Israeli
Foreign Minister Moshe
Arens and Egyptian
Foreign Minister Esmat
Abdel Meguid.

The meeting, expec-
ted to take place early in
the new year, will
discuss way$ of
bringing about the pre-
liminary talks, including
the selection of the
Palestinian delegation.

Making Peace With

The Enemy

Arafat said that the
three foreign ministers
are free to discuss the
camp David agreements.
“But if they are speaking
about the Palestinians,
the Palestinians have to
represent themselves. |
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have nothing to do with
this meeting.”
During the interview,

Las Vegas Israelite

own. He said, for in-
stance, "l would like to
ask if there is a Soviet

Union-American dele-

gation, can you accept
that the Soviet Union
government will desig-

their Ieadersr(ip have the

right to designate their

representatives as well
as the lsraeli govern-
ment," he maintained.
Israeli leaders have
steadfastly rejected any
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negotiations with the
PLO. But Arafat asked,
“With whom are they
going to make peace? |
am going to make peace
with my enemy.”

He said that when the
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United States agreed to
open a dialogue with the
PLO in December 1988,
Washington accepted
“that the PLO repre-
sents the Palestinian
people.|’
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