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Arafat Remarks On Bus Attack
Draw U.S. Praise, Skepticism
From Israel

WASHINGTON (JTA)
— The State Department
praised Palestine Liber-
ation Organization
leader Yasir Arafat re-
cently for having ex-
pressed regret over the
July 6 attack on a
passenger bus in Israel,
in which 14 people died.

The State Depart-
ment’s remarks were in
response to a Hearst
News Service report that
was published in The
Washington Post.

The report, from
Tunis, quoted Arafat as
saying of the bus inci-
dent, “It is painful for
me to witness the loss
of all these civilian
lives.”

Arafat said in an inter-
view with the Hearst re-
porter that he would tell
the families of the vic-
tims: “We are fed up,
both of us, by the in-
creasing number of mas-

sacres and, in particular,
by this tragedy. We have
to stop this bloodshed.”

Though the Interview
was not widely reported,
and was played down in
The Washington Post,
State Department
deputy spokesman
Richard Boucher noted
and welcomed Arafat’s
remarks during his
regular noon briefing.

“We have seen the
reports that Yasir Arafat
expressed regret and
sadness over the loss of
life in the bus incident,”
Boucher said.

“He also noted the
need for all to stop
bloodshed. These re-
marks are welcome,"
Boucher said.

The PLO had been
criticized for its re-
sponse to the Israeli bus
attack, which left 27
people injured, in ad-
dition to the 14 who
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died.

Speaking the day of
the crash on Radio Mon-
te Carlo, PLO spokes-
man Bassam Abu Sharif
called the action “a
human and natural re-
action” to the Israeli oc-
cupation, and said that
“it is not terrorism.”

At the Israeli Consu-
late in New York,
spokesman Barukh
Binah said that Arafat's
recent comments were
made to counteract the
negative publicity
stemming from Sharif's
remarks.

“I believe the more
accurate reaction, the
gut reaction and the true
feelings of the PLO were
made in the remarks of
Bassam Abu Sharif,”
Binah said.

There had been strong
reactions by Israelis and
American Jews to Abu
Sharif's remarks.

The acting Israeli am-
bassador to the United

Nations, Johanan Bein,
circulated a letter to U.N.
member nations saying
that Abu Sharif's re-
marks, as well as other
PLO statements and ac-
tions, “provide clear evi-
dence that the PLO
never had any intention
of renouncing terrorism
and violence.”

Members of the
American peace group
that met with Arafat in
Stockholm last Decem-
ber wrote to Abu Sharif,
calling on the PLO
leadership to condemn
the bus attack.

In their letter, 10
members of the
American executive
committee of the Inter-
national Center for
Peace in the Middle East
stated that Palestinians
committed to the peace
process ‘‘must and
should condemn all at-
tacks against innocent
civilians, whatever the
motivating factors.”

szrztual Thought
For The Week

Nevor do anylhlng to impair your roputation

JERUSALEM (JTA) —

Zhi Qi Yu, a 22-year-old

native of Shanghai, hopes to be the first Chinese
Hebrew teacher in her homeland.

Zhi is one of 450 foreign students participating
in the summer program of the Rothberg School for

Overseas Students at the

Hebrew University here.

They have a wide choice of subjects, including
language, Middle Eastern and Israeli studies.

Zhi came here from

Brandeis University in

Waltham, Mass., where she was enrolled in the
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Lady Luck Doubles In Size

AN

\ \\\.\“f
N a%f e

. 8
"

The worlds largest ribbon and bow seperated and
Lady Luck became the third largest and newest
casino hotel in downtown Las Vegas recently.
Mayor Ron Lurie, left, and “Lady Luck”, right,
dropped the bow celebrating the new. 400 room
Tower West. Now with 800 rooms, five unique
restaurants, a swimming pool, parking garage and
40,000 square foot casino, Lady Luck Casino Hotel
is celebrating a year long Silver Anniversary with
non-stop parties, giveaways and special events.
Call 1-800-LADY LUCK for more information.
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