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Britain To Reinvestigate
Deaths For Evidence
OfLink To Waldheim

LONDON (JTA) Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher will order a new inquiry into the war-

time deaths of six British commandos to deter- -

mine whether they were linked to Kurt Waldheim,
now president of Austria.

If a link isproved.lt will intensify the growing I

pressure on Waldheim to resign, despite his I

refusal to do so. I

The prime minister's decision means that the 1

Foreign Office and Defense Ministry will re- - I

examine evidence on the deaths of the six men, I

captured and executed In Greece in 1944. I

It follows allegations that Waldheim, then serv- - I

ing in German military counterintelligence, was I

involved in the fate of the six men. Thatcher has I

ordered the probe even though a similar I

examination in 1986 discovered no such link with
Austria's head of state. I

Dissatisfaction with the earlier probe has been 1

fueled by disclosures that three Foreign Office
files on one of the commandos were destroyed I

10 years ago as part of the routine "shredding" I

or declassification of pfficial documents when
they are 30 years old. 1

' The fresh Inquiry was demanded by Robert I

Rhodes James, a Conservative Party member of I

Parliament for Cambridge, who worked for I

Waldheim when he was secretary general of the I
United Nations. Rhodes James told the Times of I

London newspaper that there was a "consistent I

pattern" by successive British governments to I
cover up the Waldheim records. I

According to the U.S. National Archives, one I
of the British Foreign Office files destroyed 10 I

years ago connected Waldheim to the in- - I

terrogation of British commandos in Greece in I
1944. I

The so-call- Alimnla file was recovered after I

the war and microfilmed by the U.S. government I

in 1950. A copy handed to the British government I

was destroyed by the Foreign Office in 1978.

Shultz, Stresses
Human Rights

(Continued from page 1)

cants with "first degree" relatives abroad.
Shultz met with about 50 Soviets who have

been denied emigration, many despite their con-
tention that they have fulfilled the first-degre- e

relative requirement. He assured them of broad
American support.

Following the meeting, Shultz met for 45
minutes with dissident scientist Andrei
Sakharov, who said he told Shultz that an essent-
ial condition for a human rights conference that
the Soviets want held in Moscow must be "the
release of all prisoners of conscience and a
withdrawal from Afghanistan."

At the reception for the refuseniks, held in the
Moscow apartment vof an American of iclal,
Shultz visited with Abe Stolar, a Chicago-bor- n

Jew whose parents brought him to the Soviet
Union in 1931

Stolar has been trying to return to the United
. States since the 1970s, and the Soviets now are

denying a visa to his daughter-in-law- , Yujliya
Shurukht, because her mother has refused to
sign the waiver of obligation.

Several other long-ter- m refuseniks who met
Shultz spoke with Lynn Singer, executive direc-
tor of the Long Island Committee for Soviet
Jewry. Singer said every one of them thought the
alleged suspension of the "first degree" rule was
"just cosmetic."

She added that "lifting this rule for 1988
doesn't mean much for long-ter- m refuseniks
charged with state secrecy." '

Natasha Khassina, a 12-ye- ar refusenik told she
will never to allowed to leave, was called by OVIR

emigration following her meeting with Shultz.
She was told that her husband and daughter,
who applied separately, had been refused and
may reapply In June.

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry
responded to the news of the waiver with a state-
ment of hope that the Soviets would keep their
word as well as halt refusals for "other spurious
reasons," such as state secreta and parental
waiver."

The Coalition to Free Soviet Jews called the
news a "constructive-welco- me and positive
development," but said It would reserve final
judgment because past Soviet promises "went
unfulfilled."

The Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry respond-
ed with "extreme caution," citing "a veritable
mountain range of other barriers;" removal of
relatives' invitations from the mail; refusals
based on state secrets or no reason; and the

, requirement of waivers of obligations from
relatives who "are too frightened, sometimes too
vindictive to sign."
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