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Angry, Frightened Borough
Park Residents Mourn
Slain Neighbor

(Continued from page 1)

result of a robbery “that went bad.”

Rabbinical leaders at the service repeated
their calls made earlier in the week for increased
donations to the community's privately-funded
safety patrol, financial support for Zohara Wald
and her daughter Rochel, and cooperation
among the disparate, and sometimes fractious,
Hasidic and non-Hasidic Orthodox groups who
share the neighborhood.

“Because of this tragedy, the community
should come together and become more of one
community,” said Rabbi Jacob Perlow, the
Noveminsker rebbe.

“All Jews in the community, we are all one
being. If one gets hurt, it’s like tearing off a
limb,” said Rabbi Naftali Halberstam, son of the
Bobover rebbe. ®

Their remarks, in Yiddish, were received with
rapt silence from the black-hatted men and boys
who packed the benches and the aisles of the
Beth Jacob Yeshiva auditorium. Loudspeakers
carried their words outside the school building,
where dozens more gathered on the sidewalk.

At least 100,000 non-Hasidic Orthodox and
Hasidic Jews live in Borough Park, a neigh-
borhood of two-and three-story attached homes,
with shop windows announcing “We will be
open motzei shabbos,"” computer stores offering
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Las Vegas Israelite

synagogue or yeshiva on every corner.

According Il, occasional muggings
occur in the ne , but Borough Park is
still what he called a low-crime precinct.

Wald lived a block away from the elevated
subway tracks that stretch north to Manhattan
and south toward Coney Island. Wald was not
raised in an Orthodox family, but came to iden-
tify himself as a member of the Lubavitch
Hasidim.

He was “a content person,” according to Rab-
bi Mordechai Marcus, an acquaintance and a
teacher at Yeshivat Ohr Torah in Queens, N.Y.
Marcus said Wald was “just happy to be
religious. He felt privileged being involved in
Torah mitzvahs.”

Wald's body was found at 1:10 am. Dec. 25
with muiltiple stab wounds in his front and back.
Because his wallet, containing $2 cash, and
other personal belongings had not been distur-
bed, neighbors called a rally in order to call at-
tention to what they said was an anti-Semitic at-
tack.

A detective from the bias crimes unit has un-
covered no evidence that the crime was racially
motivated. One Borough Park resident has of-
fered a $10,000 reward for information leading to
the murderer’s capture.

The murder also caused local leaders to call
for renewed support of the Borough Park Com-
munity Patrol. According to Chaim Israel, direc-
tor of the patrol, unarmed neighborhood volun-
teers and armed guards carrying licensed
revolvers monitor the neighborhood in marked
cars around the clock. Community members are
asked to contribute $52 per year for the service,
and contributions had been falling off in the last
few years.

The first shifts of the rebuilt patrol began Sun-
day night.

Wald's murder also drew attention to friction
among neighborhood groups. One anonymously
written flier distributed at the memorial service
and seen blowing In the streets blocks away
blared “Jew Murdered: Council Coverup.”

It went on to claim that the local Council of
Jewish Organizations, which organized the
memorial service at the request of local rabbis,
had attempted to downplay Wald's funeral and
had pocketed money intended for the patrol.

Last week, Rabbi Morris Shmidman, executive
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Friday, January 22, 1988
J.W.V.A. National President
Visits Las Vegas

Ceil Steinberg, of North Miami, Florida,
National President of the Jewish War Veterans
Ladies Auxiliary, U.S.A. will make her official
vigit to the Charles T. Kandel Ladies Auxiliary
#711 on January 25 and 26, 1988, according to
Elaine Levco, President of the Charles T. Kandel
Ladies Auxiliary #711.

Mrs. Steinberg will address a joint meeting of
the Post #711 and Auxiliary, at the El Cortez
Hotel on January 25, 1988 at 7:30 p.m. She will be
guest of honor at a Luncheon given by the
Auxillary on January 26, 1988. Following the
Luncheon, Mrs. Steinberg will attend a party at
Child Maven sponsored by members of local
Auxiliary #711. For further information call Elaine
Levco at 385-6043, or Luncheon Chairman Bella
Hasselson at 734-2999.

In addition to her being active in her com-
munity, Ceil has also been an integral part of
workforce having worked for the City of North
Miami Beach for aimost 20 years.

Ceil Steinberg is married to Irvin Steinberg,
Past National Commander of the Jewish War
Veterans of the U.S.A. Irvin served in the United
States Army during World War Il. They have two
daughters and two grandchildren.

PLAN A

director of the council, called the ‘“coverup”
charges “nonsense.” On Monday, he said the
council is not responsible for running the patrol.
“The patrol is not viable because people have
not paid the dues,” he added.

The community has also been divided over the
presence of the Jewish Defense League and the
Jewish Defense Organization, both of which an-
nounced security plans for the neighborhood. At
Sunday's memorial service, Mordechal Levy,
head of the JDO, handed out applications for gun
permits.

Israel of the Borough Park &cumy_Pltrol,
however, said the other groups’ efforts were
“dangerous things. | think it is dangerous to get
individuals into confrontations, to jeopardize

people in the community. God forbid someone
gets hurt, then who's responsible?"

According to Shmidman, the community ap-
preciates how the police are conducting their in-
vestigation.

But fear and anger also remain. In a volce
cracking with emotion, Rabbi Halberstam told
mourners, “We came to the United States
seeking peace and tranquility. Now it's
dangorous to go out in tho stmta at nloht X
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