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Soviet Jewry’s Cause

Requires Jewish Unity

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

It was a confused and confusing week for the
vital cause of the human rights of Soviet Jews.

It began with an announcement by two
prominent Jewish leaders -- Morris Abram and
Edgar Bronfman -- that they had just negotiated
during a three-day visit to Moscow an arrange-
ment for increased emigration of Soviet Jews to
Israel.

They reported that unnamed Soviet officials
promised that some 11,000 to 12,000 Soviet Jews
with exit visas for Israel will be allowed to
emigrate to the Jewish State via Rumania. Abram
and Bronfman also disclosed that there would be
an improvement in religious freedom for Soviet
Jews.

Their dramatic announcement raised hopes
everywhere in the Jewish world. Suddenly,
within days, a Soviet spokesman denied that any
such agreements had been concluded. The same
thing happened with an Israeli announcement
and an immediate Soviet denial that there would
be an exchange of consular delegations shortly
between Israel and the Soviet Union.

It is no secret that there are very sharp
divisions within the Jewish community over the
Abram-Bronfman mission, however well'intend-
ed. Despite Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev's
new glasnost (openness) policy, the Soviets are
playing their characteristic manipulative games
with human rights.

While the differences for the Soviet Jewry
movement are real, it is urgent that Jewish unity
be forged, for further disunity will only com-
promise the freedom of oppressed Soviet Jewry.

Behind The Scenes

At The United Nations
By David Horowitz

A World—Union Press Feature

Glasnost -- Has It A
Meaning For Israel

UNITED NATIONS (WUP) — “Glasnost' -- the
Russian term for what may be interpreted as
“open door'' policy, in contrast to the pre-
Gorbachev rigid and ever suspicious stance vis-
a-vis outsiders, especially Westerners, beams a
hopeful ray of light to the world.

Many Israelis as wellas Jewry as a whole
wonder what it may mean to them. They ask a
number of questions, the first being whether it
will lead to the resumption of diplomatic
relations between Israel and the USSR.

Veterans Times correspondent Thomas L.
Friedman reports from Jerusalem that ‘‘the
Soviet Union may soon discover that it is much
easier to break diplomatic relations with Israel -
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as Moscow did in 1967 -- than it is to improve
them..." .

Explains Friedman: “The question of Soviet-
Israeli relations is becoming a potentially ex-
plosive domestic issue in Israel -- potent enough
that any Israeli Government seeking to resume
diplomatic ties with Moscow will find itself con-
fronted with a variety of internal political ob-
stacles that could stall, if not block, the budding
Soviet-Israeli detente.

“On a popular level,"” continues Friedman, “a
highly active Soviet-Jewish lobby in Israel is in-
creasing pressure on the Government not to
restore any contact with Moscow until the
Russians allow free Jewish emigration...On a
political level, although both the Labor and Likud
coalition partners favor resuming relations, they
disagree on the terms..."”

The release of an additional number of Jewish
dissidents who had applied for visas to Israel, on
the strength of wishing to rejoin relatives, might
well be a sign of the reality of **Glasnost.” But
Chairman Gorbachev and the Kremlin still have
much to do to be accepted in Israel as normal,
decent and honest leaders of a civilized nation.

What they must do to that end? The answer is:

1. Stop violating the UN Declaration and allow
Jews to emigrate freely.

2. Stop violating the Human Rights Conven-
tion on the issue involving the Freedom of Re-
ligion and allow the Jewish people in the USSR
to worship freely in the language of their choice.

3. They must stop their annual unholy warfare
in the General Assembly Credentials Committee
calling for the ouster of Israel, linking up with
such unsavory allies as Cuba, Libya, etc.

4. They must withdraw their support from the
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terrorist and murderous PLO.

6. They must, in the company of the United
States and of a growing number of other Member
States -- who have actively embarked on a cam-
paign to restore the good name of the UN -
support the repeal of the out-and-out anti-
Semitic resolution of 10 November 1975
equating Zionism with racism.

6. They must reestablish diplomatic relations
with Israel.

What are the chances for all or any of these
calls to Gorbachev and the Kremlin being an-
swered satisfactorily from the Jewish point of
view?

With regard to the reestablishment of
diplomatic relations between Israel and the
USSR, the matter has become entangled in the
internal struggle between Shamir and Peres on
the que3stion of an international peace con-
ference. Until that is resolved no progress seems
likely.

Or]: the treatment of their Jewish population
including the issue of emigration -- there are
some signs of improvement. In the other areas
much more depends on the relations between
the two super-powers, the U.S. and the USSR,
than on any other factor,

Let us remember that in the words of Isaiah
“Jacob shall take root and Isarael shall blossom
and bud, and the face of the world shall be filled
with fruitage;’’ with the break of spring, the
redemptive Passover season, there is hope of
renewal in the relations between individual
human beings which may extend to the relations
between nations as well.

And let us not forget: Isaiah has set the pattern
for world peace!

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Two Arabs were wound-
ed in East Jerusalem and an Israeli was injured in
Hebron as demonstrations in support of several
thousand hunger-striking Arab security
prisoners erupted into violence recently. Thir-
teen arrests were reported as police used tear
gas to disperse stone-throwing demonstrators.

The hunger strike was called in the prisons to
protest an alleged deterioration of conditions
since a new prisons commissioner, David
Maimon, took office. Arab sources said the strike
was spreading. Israeli sources said it was
sporadic. Maimon declared he would not give in
to prisoners’ demands.
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“One Man Plus The Truth
Constitutes A Majority”
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Just ten years old, Laniado's advanced
technology is demonstrated daily in their depart-
ments of internal medicine, coronary intensive
care, maternity and gynecology, ophthalmology,
hemodialysis, surgery, nursing school, long term
care for the elderly, and its 24 hour emergency
room which treats more than 40,000 patients
each year. )

More than 20,000 babies have been born at
Laniado Hospital and many premature infants
are alive today because of Laniado’s dedication
and sophisticated neo-natal facility.

Quality medical care in an atmosphere of
human dignity and Torah observance -- a dream
fulfilled.

The hospital has a VITALLY IMPORTANT
monumental task. They need another 200 beds,
rehabilitation facilities, research labs, operating
rooms and much, much more. They are the only
life saving institution within a 40 mile radius for
more than 200,000 Israelis.

Do the MITZVAH of a LIFETIME -- Buy a ticket
to this dinner and as a bonus you'll have one of
the most enjoyable nights of your life. Don't miss
the 2nd Annual “EVENING IN ISRAEL" -- Alexis
Park -- Sunday, May 31, 6:00 P.M. See pages 20
and 21 of this edition for more details. -




