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A Passover Message

(Dr. Katz is Education Specialist and Director of Ser-
vice to Reform Congregations at the Board of Jewish
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Gala Banquet Closes
Hadassah Mission

JERUSALEM — Hadassah National President
Ruth W. Popkin escorts Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir (center) and former Soviet
dissident and human rights activist Natan
Sharansky into the closing banquet of the
organization’s Diamond Jubilee Mission. The
Mission, part of the organization’s 75th obser-
vance, brought almost : 3,000 American Zionist
women to Israel for an elght-day celebration of
the organization’s unique role in the birth and
development of the State of Israel.
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The Passover Seder provokes many thoughts -

about the continuity of the Jewish people
throughout the ages, about the future of Judaism
in the modern world, about the role of parents,
and about the education of children.

For those of us who are involved in Jewish
education, there are many lessons to be learned
from the Seder in addition to the retelling of the
Exodus story. Like so many works of Jewish
tradition, the Haggadah contains valuable in-
sights into self-understanding and our relation-
ships with others.

As teachers, we must be struck by the text that
immediately precedes the story of the departure
from Egypt. It tells about four children -- the wise
one, the simple, ‘the arrogant, and the child who
does not even know how to ask - and it instructs
us as to how each of them should be told the
Passover story. This simple parable reminds us
that children differ in their attitudes and their
approaches to learning, and cautions us to teach
eachchild in theway he orshe understands
best.

The same parable also tells us something
about ourselves as adults. If we look deep into
our own psyches, we may come to realize that
the four children are in each of us at different
times of our lives.

In an earlier part of the Haggadah, we read
about the great rabbis who studied all night and
into the early hours of the morning. As always in
Judaism, we are reminded that learning is one of
the highest achievements, and that even the
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most erudite of scholars must centinue to study.

With full awareness of this basic Jewish
precept, the 3500 Jewish educators who com-
prise the Coalition for Alternatives in Jewish
Education (CAJE) subscribe to the organization’s
motto ‘‘to learn and to teach’ and to the
statement | have learned much from teachers,
more from my friends, and from my students
most of all."”

We hope your Passover Seder was a learning
and teaching experience for old and young alike,
and may you be blessed.
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Sereving a Variely of Passover Foods

MATZO BRIE
EGGS & ONIONS
LOX PLATTERS
GEFILTE FISH
BEET BORSCHT

FULL COURSE DINNERS

CHICKEN IN THE POT
BOILED BEEF E lanken)
BRISKET OF B
POTATO PANCAKES
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