Bt

Page Fourteen
County Clerk Loretta Bowman
Seeks Sixth Term

Twenty years ago when Loretta Bowman, a
deputy clerk, made her first try for office, filing
as the Democratic candidate for County Clerk,
Clark County was still doing things the frontier
way and doing it pretty well considering the rapid
growth of the county.

But Loretta Bowman had always brought to
her job a desire to learn more and more about
new technology and she was determined to bring
the main office of the area's number one
business, the business of government, into the
21st century. /

Today Loretta Bowman is seeking her sixth
term in office and offering her experience and
leadership, a record of achievement to the
voters. She brought new technology and
executive knowhow to that office and believes it
takes experience to keep up with the fast
changing office technology of today and
tomorrow.

Changing technology in the hands of ex-
perience can mean big savings of taxpayer
dollars. That is what Bowman intends to keep on
delivering.

The clerk's Office is no longer the simple
repository for the sleepy history of a sleepy little
town. It is the nerve center of a major
metropolitan area comparable to the hub of any
great corporation and it takes executive
knowhow as well as superior office skilis to
manage it, and do the many varied jobs the Clerk
is mandated by state law to do.

Bowman, who began her career as chief
deputy to another long time county clerk, began
in 1978 to add modern technology including a
computerized tracking system that now handles
30,700 court cases ayear. Under her executive
leadership the Clerk's Office has grown to meet
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the demands of 60,000, couples who want a
marriage license each year, 7500 child support
payments totaling in excess of $7 million a year,
and another 9000 couples a year who want to be
married by a civil marriage commissioner.

Bowman says she believes the voters will want
to retain the experience she brings to the office
as chief of what many believe is the engine of all
county government.

Under her leadership deputy clerks fan out
daily across the county to serve as record
keepers and transcribers of thousands of
meetings each year, ranging from sessions of
the Board of County Commissioners, to commit-
tee and staff sessions where minutes must be
meticulously kept. The office now has a
microfilm system that is considered state of the
art. It not only preserves the record but provides
private citizens, attorneys and other
professionals access to all public documents in
minutes. -

Clerks transcribe the minutes of every publicly

noted meeting, as well as thousands of commit-
tee and staff working sessions each year
throughout the county departments. They also
publish and post many hundreds of meeting
notices each year in conformance with the
Nevada Open Meeting Law, and provides
detailed minutes, summaries, and decisions on
paper for any citizen to review, or copy them for a
fee for any researcher requiring them.
" Walk into the Clerk's Office in the County
Courthouse any day at 4:30 when the time for last
minute filing of documents draws near and you
may think you have inadvertently discovered the
ticket office for a grand sports event like the
Super Bowl. Somehow, with good cheer, the
highly trained staff manages to serve nearly
everybody’s needs before the doors are locked
for the day.

“I believe my knowledge of that system and
the many varied tasks of the Clerk's Office can
save precious taxpayer dollars that would be lost
if this office did not function smoothly to furnish
the services so many of our residents depend
upon,” Bowman says. ‘‘Sometimes the average
person is amazed to find out just how much more
we do than just maintain court records.”

Just maintaining court records, of course, is
achallenge in a county that is one of the fastest
growing in the nation. With population and
economic growth, unfortunately, comes growth
in the number of court cases, civil, criminal
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Under Bowman's executive leadership the
Clerk’s Office added an automated case tracking
system in 1978, and she has been working to
complete and enhance the existing system. To
give you an idea of how much business the
Clerk's Office handles in just this one area, the
fees handled by the Clerk’s Office in connection
with court cases filed each year is in excess of
$4.8 million each year.

One of the most important tasks of the Clerk’s
Office is to collect and disburse child support
payments. The program is federally mandated.
That means failure to do so in a manner that
meets federal standards could result in penalties
or loss of the return of local tax dollars from the
federal government.

But more importantly, failure to do an
adequate job, says Bowman, would reflect back
to those other areas of government where
dealing with the results of nonparental support
of children is the primary job. Just think how
many more tax dollars would be spent trying to
deal with juvenile crime, family subsistence,
family breakup, and all the other resulting social
tragedy that would come without a strong,
adequate system of collection of child support,
Bowman says. She is striving to improve upon it
with the state of the art microfilming and com-
puter tracking system.

Currently the office processes 7500 checks
per month, and handles in excess of $7 million
per year in child support payments.

The County Clerk’s Office may appear to deal
only in numbers, certificates and cold documents,
but it is really in the people business, as much, if
not more, than many other local government en-
tities.

Want to get married? The Clerk’s Office has
the job of issuing licenses in this 24-hour town
out of a 24-hour a day office that is open on
weekends and holidays. For 60,000 couples a
year the first day of the rest of their lives begins
in the Clark County Nevada Clerk's Office and its
marriage bureau when they obtain a marriage
license.

The Clerk also maintains an office of Civil
Marriage where commissioners work the same
hours as the license bureau, and perform wed-
dings. In 1985, they performed 9000 ceremonies.

In addition the Clerk’s Office has the legal
duty to qualify ministers to perform weddings in
accordance with the Nevada State statues.

The Clerk’'s Office is about people serving
people, about a growing mountain of information
that can keep government running smoothy, or
derail the best made plans of an attorney, a
defendant or plaintiff, a mother and child, or two
people trying to make it to the church on time. It
takes leadership, executive ability, and proven
knowledge of the modern automated office to
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bring all that off with quiet, friendly efficiency.

Loretta Bowman has been doing it for 20 years.
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