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Drugs, Middle East Connection

By Robert E. Segal
Now that ihe drug crisis in the U.S. has moved
to the heart of the news, a daring expose of the
magnitude of drug production and marketing in
the Beka's Valley carries startling implications.
The American drug scene portraying such a

grievous toll is familiar to millions. But the ex-

tent of the drug harvest helping to enrich Syria
and Lebanon is late in impacting America.

One aspect of the Middle East connection,
reported recently, is found in the release of a
kidnapped American, Stephen John Donahue,
apparently following payment of a $400,000 ran-
som. Donahue and a British companion, Anthony
Haden-Guest, were allowed to depart Syrian-
occupied Eastern Lebanon where they repor-
tedly had been held by drug dealers, but not for
political activity. Rather, so the story goes, they
were gathering material for a book about nar-
cotics.

This incident leads one desiring to know more
about the extensive Middle East entanglement
with nefarious drugs to the findings of three
French media people. One, Daniel Cattelain, a
reporter, together with two photo experts ven-
tured deep into the Beka'a. Their guide, located
in Baalbek, main training center for Islamic
terrorists, carried papers identifying him as a
Moslem member of Baalbek's home guard.

The four managed to move through 30 barriers.
They dared and escaped capture by the
Lebanese Army, Phalangist security forces,
Amal Shiite militias, Druze guards, and even
eagle-eyed Syrians.

Eventually, they were able to report coming
upon President Assad’s armored cars protecting
the cultivation of hashish and upon drug buyers
from Miami, Paris, and Amsterdam. The account
of their expedition into the heartland of “‘this
secret kingdom of drugs’’ leads to the con-
clusion that the vast, well-protected network of
growers and sellers of drugs is enriching many
exploiters and protectors of the traffic.

_Significantly, one American Embassy in-
vestigator on the scene offers this conclusion.
“The gold-mine based on drugs in Lebanon is
what made it possible for the PLO to buy the
most sophisticated weapons and for its leaders
to conduct a luxurious life in fancy hotels all over
the world.”

The report that a part of this fabulous drug
harvest reaches Miami rings alarm bells about
the escalating American drug problem and our
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Las Vegas Israelite
Southwest Medical Associates
And Health Plan Of Nevada
Are Having Their

““4dth’’ Celebration!

Southwest Medical Associates and Health
Plan of Nevada have just opened their fourth
medical center in Las Vegas. The new facility is
located at 6330 West Flamingo Road (between
Torrey Pines and Jones).

The staff at the Southwest Medical Centers
has always been committed to meeting the
medical needs for all Las Vegans. The new
medical complex will help even more, by
providing:

...the best medical care available.

...medical care that’s affordable.

...medical care that's at a location convenient
to you.

Southwest Medical Associates and Health
Plan of Nevada serve all patients at their four
locations. Their physicians accept Medicare
assignment. MasterCard and VISA are also ac-
cepted.

All Southwest Medicai Centers are available to
treat members of Health Plan of Nevada, Senior
Dimensions, and the Gemini insurance plan.

seeming inability to cope with it.

Who knows the true dimensions of the
problem? One estimate indicates there are 30
million cocaine users and 500,000 heroin addicts
in the U.S. Added is the possibility that the drug
habit leads to the expenditure of $110 billion an-
nually. A key criticism is that our anti-drug agents
are keen on rounding up drug cargos but not the
leading smugglers.

There is now talk of spending millions more to
break the back of the drug trade. But will our
shrinking budget and our frightening deficit
allow this?

One point is clear: the deaths of Leon Bias,
University of Maryland basketball star, and Doug
Rogers, Cleveland football star, have raised to a
much higher decibel the cry for eradicating drug
consumption among athletes, role models for
America’s youngsters.

With this development and with new fears
growing from the extensive use of cocaine
known as crack (with death's shadow hanging
over the lamentable scene) this nation must not
rest until the battle is won against the use of
killer drugs from all sources, the Middle East in-
cluded
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The Mercedes-Benz European
Delivery Program lels you ex-
perience Europe as you never
have before~from behind

the wheel of your own 1986
Mercedes-Benz. As an autho-
rized dealer, we can make all

-arrangements.

‘A) Fletcher Jones Imports
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444 So. Decatur » 870-9333

IN NEVADA

Page Seven

Sean Levy Bar Mitzvah
At Temple Beth Sholom

Photograph by Marvin
Sean Levy, son of Lillie and Moshe Levy, was
called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah, recently. Dr.
Louis M. Lederman, Rabbi, officiated. Hazzan
Simon Bergman, Cantor, chanted the liturgy.
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