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Death Sentence Of Israeli In
Egypt Further Strains Relations

JERUSALEM (WNS)
— A 43-year-old Israeli,
sentenced to death in
Egypt for smuggling
heroin, is casting a
grim new shadow over
the already severely

strained relations be-
tween Israel and Egypt.

Yosef Tahan, 43, of
Ashdod, was trans-
ferred to death row in a
Cairo prison while
Israeli leaders mulled
over how to deal with
the situation. His sen-
tence must be ap-
proved by the council
of Muftis (Moslem
religious leaders)
before it is carried out.
The official Egyptian
news agency, Mena,
reported that a decision
would be announced on
March 6.

The Egyptian govern-
ment recently mounted
an intensive campaign
against drug smuggling
and the courts have
pronounced death sen-
tences on several
foreigners convicted of
the crime, but none, so
far, has been executed.
The possibility that
Tahan, the father of
four young . children,
could be the first, has
given this criminal case
a political dimension.

He was arrested at
Cairo- airport last
August on his way
home from Bombay. He
reportedly confessed to
the Egyptian authori-
ties that he planned to
smuggle 1.25 kilograms
of heroin into Israel to
sell. Drug smuggling is
a serious crime in-israel
but there is no capital
punishment there.
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Attorney General Yitz-
hak Zamir said he was
shocked by the sentence
and intended to see
“‘what could be done
about it.”" Israeli offi-
cials were careful to
limit their comments to
the humanitarian as-
pects involved. Minis-
ter-Without-Portfolio Ezer
Weizman said that
Israelis involved in
criminal activity abroad
could not expect Israeli
protection. However,
Weizman said if. he
were asked by the
government, he would
not hesitate to go to
Cairo to exert his in-
fluence there to have
the death sentence
commuted. Tahan’s
wife, Violet, 35, has ap-
pealed to Weizman to
use his friendly rela-
tions with Egyptian of-
ficials to get the sen-
tence reduced or her
husband returned to
Israel to stand trial here
for drug trafficking.

Meanwhile, it was
learned that Israel is
likely to ask Egypt to
extradite Tahan to
Israel and thus spare
his life. Police Minister
Haim Bar-Lev told
newsmen he hoped
Egypt would extradite
Tahan, but he did not
indicate whether Israel
decided already to ask
for his extradition,

The Israeli Embassy

in Cairo kept a low
profile regarding the
fate of Tahan, Yediot
Aharonot’s correspon-
.dent in Cairo reported.
The embassy. .repor-
" tedly wants to avoid giv-
ing opposition circles
in Egypt any pretext to
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Bar-Ilan’s School Of Business
Strengthens Israel s Economy

BOOSTING ISRAEL'S ECONOMY -- Students at
Bar-llan’s School of Economics and Business
learn modern American methods of business
management as they prepare for future leader-
ship positions in Israel’s government and in-
dustry. Some 1,600 men and women attend the
School, the only one in Israel to offer undergra-
duate and graduate degress in business admin-
istration. The School will soon have its own
building.

As Israel grapples to reduce imports, boost
exports and halt the inflationary spiral, one
Israeli institution is playing a unique role -- Bar-
llan’s School of Economics and Business, where
1,600 young men and women are being trained
for leadership roles as executives and managers
in the country’s private and public sectors.

The $10 million School, soon to have its own

building, puts major emphasis on American,

business management methods geared to
Israel's specific needs. It is Israel's only in-

exert pressure on the Foreign Ministry in

government to execute
Tahan soon. Presently
his case is reviewed by
a council of religious
leaders (Muftis). He
also still has the option
of appealing to higher
judicial echelons.

So far the only action
the embassy has taken
was a request to the
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Lairo for a detailed
report on the trial, the
verdict and the legal
possibilities still open
to the defendant. A re-
presentative of the

Israeli Consulate in
Cairo was present
during the handing

down of the death sen-
tence.
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stitution that grants undergraduatges and
graduate degrees in business administration, of-
fering courses in marketing, industrial
psychology, labor relations and foreign trade,
among others.

A special project is the Brookdale Program for
Advanced Studies, which provides scholarships
to graduate students of outstanding promise, as
well as visiting professorships and fellowships.

In addition to offering a full curriculum in
economics, business administration and ac-
counting, the School operates the Economics
Research Institute, which monitors the con-
tinuing needs of the Israeli economy, and a
Management Training Center that helps working
executives improve their job performance.

Close cooperation between the classroom and
the workplace -- following the established
American pattern -- is assured by bringing
leading business and public figures into close
contact with the academic staff. Central to the
new School’s fundamental approach is the prin-
ciple that the training of Israel's future business
leaders must focus not only on academic sub-
jects but also on the issue of business ethics,
vital to an institution rooted in Jewish tradition.

Bar-llan, founded by Americans in 1955, is the
only university in Israel that is chartered by the
New York State Board of Regents. It is also the
only institution of higher learning in Israel that
requires every undergraduate to complete a
program of basic Jewish studies. At the
American School of Economics and Business,
academic and financial support from America is
helping train the leaders of Israel’s private and
public sectors in today's -- and tomorrow’s --
competitive world.
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