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American Jewish Leaders Hail Shcharansky Release

NEW YORK (WNS) — American Jewish
leaders hailed the release of Soviet Jewish aliya
activist .Anatoly Shcharansky, but they also
stressed that the fight on behalf of Soviet Jewry
is not over yet and that thousands of Jews are
still waiting in the USSR to receive permission to
‘emigrate.

Kenneth Bialkin, chairman of the Conference
of Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, expressed "‘joy” at Shcharansky’s
freedom and praised President Reagan and
Secretary of State George Shultz “‘for their
unremitting and ultimately successful efforts to
win his release. Their commitment to the cause
of Soviet Jewry merits our deepest ap-
preciation..”

Gerald Kraft, president of B'nai B'rith Inter-
national declared: ‘“We can only rejoice that
Shcharansky’s bitter ordeal has finally come to
an end and that he can rejoin his remarkably
courageous and steadfast wife, Avital.” He said,
however, that Jews in the USSR “are still denied
basic freedom as Jews,'" and that the Jewish
community in the United States ""will continue
its efforts to help those Soviet Jews who wish to
leave to do do.” _ :

In a joint -statement, Howard Friedman,
president and David Gordis, executive vice
president, of the American Jewish Committee,
said: “At the same time that we rejoice in
Shcharansky's freedom, we are ever mindful of the
tens of thousands of other Soviet Jews who
remain behind, denied the opportunity for an exit
visa. We reaffirm our pledge to continue our ef-
forts until they, too, are able to establish new
lives in Israel and be reunited with their
families."

Abraham Foxman, associate national director
of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,
said he welcomed Shcharansky’s release but
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added that there cannot be full rejoicing “while
hundreds of thousands of other Soviet Jews con-
tinue to suffer-- unable to live as Jews in the
Soviet Union, unable to leave.”

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
stated: "The release of Shcharansky confirms
once again that the Soviet Union cannot forever
resist the force of world opinion. It reminds us
too that, blessed as we are with freedom to think
and speak and act, American Jews must never
forget or abandon their brothers and sisters,
who, because they wish to live as Jews and join
their families in Israél, have baeen persecuted
and imprisoned by Soviet authorities,”

The National Conference on Soviet Jewry said:
“We are extremely grateful to this Ad-
ministration for the continuing public and private
efforts in helping secure Shcharansky’s freedom
and having him repatriated to Israel to join his
wife, Avital."

Bernice Tannenbaum, chairman of the
American Section of the World Zionist
Organization, said: “Soviet propaganda attempt-
ed unsuccessfully to camouflage Shcharansky’s
imprisonment for Zionist and humanist ac-
tivities, as a defender of human rights, and the
Helsinki accords, with the canard of espionage.
It is so fitting, so right, so inspiring that he has
already arrived in the State that welcomes him
while it continues to burn a lamp of hope for his
fellow Soviet Jews."

Alan Pesky, chairman of the Coalition to Free
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Soviet Jews, said that the “‘momentous event” of
Shcharansky’s release ‘‘does not mean the end
of our struggle to ease the plight of two and a
half million Soviet Jews.” He said his
organization. welcomed the release, "especially
in view of the Soviets’ unwillingness for many
years to even consider the notion of his depar-
ture,”

American Jewish Congress president
Theodore Mann said Shcharansky's release is
“an encouraging and significant event,"” but the
degree to which it “‘reflects a real change in

- Soviet policy' remains uncertain. To the extent

that the Shcharansky action does signal a new
openness on the part of the Soviet Union, Mann
said, ‘it holds the promise of a new phase in
American-Soviet relations.”

Rabbi Louis Bernstein, president of the Rab-
binical Council of America, said that Shcharan-
sky’'s release was a tribute to the greatness of
the American people and its President. "It is a
victory of the indomitable spirit of a human being
created in the image of God over the forces of
evil and darkness,"” he stated.

Ruth Popkin, president of Hadassah,
welcomed the release of Shcharansky, stating
that he ‘*has been a symbol of courage and
determination for the cause of Soviet Jewry and
to all who cherish freedom. We hope that his
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