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was headlined in the
Israeli media, there has
been no change in the
deployment of Syrian
forces facing the Golan
Heights.

Officials  admitted
that there has been an
escalation of tension in
recent weeks since the
Syrians moved SAM-2
surface-to-air missiles
close. to their border
with Lebanon, posing a
potential threat to
Israel’s reconnaissance
flights over Lebanon.
But this situation is
hardly new. Israel has
already conveyed a
warning to Damascus,
through the. U.S., and
the U.S. itself has
cautioned both sides to
exercise restraint.

Israell leaders, senior-
army - officers . and
researchers at the cen-
ter for Strategic Studies
have noted often in the
past that Syria's defen-
sive deployment along
the Golan Heights
could very quickly be
altered to an offensive
posture. But they
stress there is no in-
dication the Syrians
would effect such a < o
change .before they . % ; 5 : :
achieve their goal of = = BEUK -* R AR bomm
strategic parity with
Israel. i

So far, the tension
over the missile deploy-
ment has not spread to
the Golan Heights
where the Syrians take
pains to abide by the
terms of the 1974 disen-
gagement of forces
agreement reached in
the aftermath of the
Yom Kippur War.

Premier Shimon
-Peres told a meeting of
Israeli ' editors that
Israel is keeping a
close watch on
developments along its.
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discussed recent events .




