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SamKushner
BarMitzvah

At Temple Beth Sholom
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Sam Kushner, son of fr. and Mrs. Myron.
Kushner, was called to the Torah as a Bar Mitz---

vah, recently. Dr. Louis M. Lederman, Rabbi, of-

ficiated. Hazzan Simon Bergman Cantor, chant-e- d

the liturgy.
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The December Dilemma

By Rabbi William Berkowitz
National President

American Jewish Heritage Committee

to remember that Christmas and Chanukkah, are 1

the tales of minorities, staking their faith in their
faiths. The Maccabees were a minority, who had
to struggle for their religious liberty. The early
Christians were a minority who in the pagan
Roman empire, had to struggle for their convic-
tions. To be: a Jew and to be a Christian is to
struggle for one's convictions, and in America, to ,
respect and qetebrate one's diversities. Our con- -

j
victid, j

tfjtec&i the' sin sets early,.
and the; ;cbld winds, slash" our faces. It's also a
tirrite: Wler our

i communities by. the spiritual power" of our con- - '

rtoiEdhand4rattie:'-':U- t Christians ber
Cfyrfstfervs arid iet Jews be Jews Each of ui;

s strong in our diversity, make a grand statement,
v The founder:, of , the Christian faith, Jesus

v .celebrated Chanukkah. Without that struggle for
Religious liberty, there would be no Christianity.
would urge our Christian neighbors and friends
to remind our Jews of this fact, and tell them that

,a& we each, worship in our own way, the God of j
the universe, who seeks our diverse and distinct ' J
five faith, we should do so authentically. j
Nothing is so vulgar to the true connoisseur, as J
costume jewelry, and nothing is as cheap and i
pathetic as a "Chanukkah bush." What makes
America great is that in .this country, we can in
the month of December have both the
Chanukkah menorah and the Christmas tree,
stand side by side, symbolic of two separate
faith communities, free to practice their religion,
in a country, with liberty andjustice, for alL

December is a time of cold weather.vsnow,
: vacations, and crowded department stores -- It's

!:asan annual1 occasipnfpvifh
UfTEfi.e' Pecembet DiiemfnavA' Anyone vyho. Wyes in ,

ti the tfnitedr States, khowsAthat Derner is:.
Christmas ifme: And that- - reatfcatiod .takes Off a;
specially poignant aspect , for Jew&lfecaUae
unlike their Christian friends and neighbors they?

; don't celebrate Christmas - or daihy?v AcVoss
;i tW , years ; we have ( heard I about Christmas

decoratioris, andOliristmas trees; and Christmas
dinners InmanyMewjsh homes. We've aaoiheard
about "Chanukkah bushes' All of thesi? 'factors
are merely symptomatic of ; the December
Dilemma, which is another way of asking how
can Jews live in a predominately non-Jewis- h en
vironment and still walk with their heads held
high? Is the pay-of- f for living in a free society,
Jewish insecurity? VH:'

think not. First we must remember that we
live In a society which respects differences. To

, be an American is to respect the differences that
we share. At one time, we thought that America
was a melting pot, in which all differences
melted away,. Now we view America as a great
saladfcowl, in which different elements all blend

4 together, and retain their differences yet givei forth ". something: of beauty because , of.rtheir.
:k divesity.;The second message of this seasqnls
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