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Swedish Jews To Receive
Rebate On Importation
Of Kosher Meat

Sweden's Jews will henceforth receive a
rebate of duties paid for the importation of
Kosher meat which must be brought in from
abroad because of the country’s ban on ritual
slaughter (Shechita), the World Jewish Congress
reported today.

“The ofhc:al council of Swedish Jewish com-"
munities,” the central representative body of
Swedish Jewry and the WJC affiliate here,
cautions however that this development, th0ugh
positive, does not affect the ban on Shechita nor
is there to be full repayment of import duties,
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“Though the government decision must be
regarded as a great step forward in the fight that
the Jewish communities in Sweden have been
waging, it is not a full victory,” the community
advised the WJC.

The WJC joined the Swedish community in
opposing the Swedish government’s decision of
July 1983 requring the payment of full import
duties on all Kosher meat brought into the coun-
try from abroad. These duties averaged about
two dollars per kilogram.

The decision of the Swedish government on
refunding of duties, though welcomed by the
Jewish community, failed to fully meet the
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community’'s demands. First of all, no reduction
has been received for the period from July 1983
until November 1984 making approximately
100,000 dollars. Secondly, the state authority
deciding the level of reduction decided in Oc-
tober to fix this at 8.70 crowns per kilogram
meaning that only about fifty-five per cent of the
duties paid are refunded.

In thanking the WJC for its efforts on the
question, the community reports that they “are
now starting a renewed battle in order to get
repayment of the duties paid for the period July
1983 - November 1984 and also to get full
repayment of the import duties being paid now."
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