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Mitterrand Trip To Syria
Is Assailed In Paris

PARIS (WNS) —
President Francois Mit-
terrand’'s two-day State
visit to Syria appears to
have been an exercise
in appeasement that
failed to resolve the
sharp policy differen-
ces between France
and Syria or to budge
president Hafez Assad
from his hardline posi-
tion in the Middle East
conflict.

Mitterrand, who
returned to Paris “went
out of his way," accord-
ing to many observers,
to avoid anything that
could be considered “a
provocation'” to the
Syrians.  French of-
ficials said he believed
this was the best way to
induce Assad to join
the peace process and
to improve relations
belween the two coun-
iries.

Al a press con-
ference in Damascus
hefore his departure,
Mitterrand hailed
Assad as '"a key per-
sonality” in the Middle
Fast and exonerated
Syria from any role in a

saries of terrorist at
tacks that have taken
many French lives in
recenl months. Assad
jenied any involvement

the attacks and "l
cee no reason why |
should doubt his
sords,” Mitterrand
sald

But Syria stands ac
used by several
French ministers and
senior ofticials and by
virtually the enlire
media of having plan-
ned and probably
arried out the
assassination of the
French Ambassador in
Beirut  in 1981: of
mastlerminding the

ulcide attack on
French headquarters In
Beirul in October, 1982
in which 5B French
paratroopers were
killed and having

carmed out the atlack

an an anti-Syrian Arab
gwspaper in  Paris
which led ta the ex
pulsion of two Syrian
linlomats from France

It is not known
wvhether Mitterrand mel
Nith. members of the
Syrian  Jewish com-
munity while in Damas-

cus or whether he
raised with Assad the
iIssue of Syrian Jews
Before his departure for
Syria, the French Presi-
dent promised Theo

Klein, president of the
Representative Council
of Major French Jewish
Organizations  (CRIF),
that he would do so if
the opportunity arose.
Before leaving
Damascus, Mitterrand
did visit the *“Jewish
Hall” in the Syrian
National Museum and
an old synagogue

which was reconstruct-

ed as an architectural
treasurer.
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Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College Gets $1 Million
Challenge Grant

PHILADELPHIA —
(WNS) — The Recon-
structionist Rabbinical
College here has
received a %1 million
challenge grant from
Marjorie  and  Aaron
Ziegelman of New York,
it was announced by
college president Ira
Silverman at a com:-
memoration at the
college in honor of
Rabbi Mordecai Kaplan,

the founder and leader
of Reconstructionism.
The grant was made in
memory of Kaplan.

The gift, when match-
ed by other donors, will
create an endowment
fund which will insure
the financial stability of
the 16-year-old college,
Silverman said. It will
create an inviolable ac-
count which will earn
annual income for the
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college's operating ex-
penses.

The Reconstruction-
ist Rabbinical College,
which trains both men
and women, offers an
innovative program
which includes
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preparation for the rab-
binate ‘‘through cour-
ses in personal skills,
dynamism and an out-
look concerned with
the continuing renewal
of American Judaism."
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Why make the tax collector
your biggest beneficiary?

No need to! Good estate planming can help
your assets grow, while still keeping the tax
collector’s grab to the legal minimum.

First Interstate’s Trust Officers know all
about matters as diverse as investments, real
estate, insurance, taxes, and probate. And
vou don’t have to be rich to use our services.
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Inaddition to Estate Planning, we offer
Living Trusts, Life Insurance Trusts, Probate
Services, and Custodial Accounts. Together
with your attorney, we d hike to help vou with
vour estate plans. For a free mtial consultation,
phone your nearest First Interstate Trust Depart-
ment now.
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