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American Jewry’s Consensus On Israel

By Julius Berman

(Editor's Note: On July 1 Julius Berman stepped down as
chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American
Jewlsh | Organizations after completing two one-year terms.
In this article he sums up his view of the consensus that
American Jewry has developed in its attitude to Isragl.)

Today as in the past the news media are only
too eager to seize on any expression of differ-
ence voiced by American Jews vis-a-vis Israel
government policies. This is variously called a
“split,”” a “rift"” or “erosion” of Jewish support
for Israel. Indeed, it is a well-known secret that
the fastest way to get your Op-Ed article
published in a daily newspaper or weekly
newsmagazine is to criticize Israel or call for
American pressure aimed at changing Israeli
policies.

There are of course differences between the
organized Jewish community and Israel. But the
essence of the American Jewish relationship
with Israel, as | have found it to be in my travels,
is one of pride, respect, admiration, support --
and love.

| have also found that there is a broad consen-
sus in the views American Jews hold about Israel
and U.S. - Israel relations. Let me try to spell out
this consensus:

First, we regard the central and overriding im-
pediment to peace in the Middle East as the Arab
world's continued rejection of the existence of
Israel, the Arab denial of the legitimate and right-
ful place of Israel in the family of nations, and the
Arab refusal to recognize and negotiate openly
and directly with the Jewish state. We are
dismayed that the Arab world, with the sole ex-
ception of Egypt, continues to adhere to a policy
of rejection and intransigence.

We welcome Washington's friendship for
Israel and concern for its security, a recognition
of the American people's high regard for Israel as
a strateqic ally that shares with our country the
values of democracy and freedom. But we also
know that Israel cannot and must not rely on any
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outside power, no matter how friendly, to repel
attack, and that Israel must therefore be strong
enough - economically and politically as well as
militarily -- to defend itself.

We reaffirm our conviction that the govern-
ment of Israel has the right -- indeed the duty - to
protect its people from the terror and hostility
that threatens them. And we believe that the
arrangements for achieving that security must
be decided only by the people of Israel, as
represented by their democratically-elected
government, through direct negotiations with
their Arab neighbors.

Although there are differences of opinion
among us with respect to settlement policies in
the West Bank, the overwhelming majority of
American Jews reject the idea that Israeli com-
munities in Judea and Samaria are illegal.

We oppose the establishment of a Palestinian
state as a peril to Israel's survival. Whatever
arrangements are finally made by Israel and its
neighbors regarding the West Bank and Gaza,
any possibility of establishing a Palestinian state
must be foreclosed.

There can be no going back to the pre-1967
Arab-Israel border, because of the danger to
Israel's survival that such a return would pose,
and no role for or participation by the PLO in any
consultation or negotiation. By its charter,
which calls for the destruction of Israel, and by
its tactics, which call for an unremitting war of
terrorism against the people of Israel, the PLO
has disqualified itself from the peace process.

Jerusalem and Camp David

We remain committed to a united Jerusalem
as the capital of the State of Israel. And we sup-
port the Camp David process as the only proven
basis for achieving a comprehensive, just and
durable Middle East peace.

Finally, we are proud that |srael remains a
vigorous island of democracy in a sea of
repression. We admire the high moral and ethical
standards and respect for human life and liberty
that the State of Israel and its armed forces have
demonstrated in war and peace.

| believe these sentiments represent the views
of the organized Jewish community in America,
and of the great majority of American Jews who
are not affiliated with the community. There is a
diversity of views within the American Jewish
community with respect to the details of Israel’s
policies; our community takes pride in the
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democracy that characterizes U.S. Jewish life.
But that diversity has not detracted from the
commitment of the Jews of the United States to
the principles listed above, for they constitute
the minimal conditions that would enable the
State of Israel to live in security, in dignity and in
peace -the ultimate goal we share with our
brothers and sisters in Israel.
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Herzog “Guest For A Day”
At ORT’s Ramat Gan
High School

Chaim Herzog, President of the State of Israel
and immediate Past President of the World ORT
Union, recently visited the ORT High School in
Ramat Gan, where he praised the calibre of
studies in classes ranging from electronics to
diamond cutting, announced American ORT
Federation President Alvin L. Gray. During his
tour, Herzog joined a group of carpentry stu-
dents who were preparing their end-of-the-class
projects.
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