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Probe Demanded Into Killing
Of Terrorist Bus Hijackers

TEL AVIV (WNS) —
Two Knesset members
have demanded a full
scale investigation into
the circumstances
surrounding the Kkilling
of four terrorists who
hijacked a bus on April
12 with the intention of
taking its passengers
hostage.

Ehud Olmart of Likud
and Victor Shemtov of
the opposition Labor
Alignment agreed that
the facts must be ascer-
tained to relieve Israel of
suspicion, implicit in
foreign media reports,
that one of the terrorists

was murdered.

The army version of
the events said that two
terrorists were killed in-
stantly when troops
stormed the bus to
rescue the passengers.
A third terrorist died of
his wounds a short while
later and the fourth, ac-
cording to the army, died
on the way to the hospi-
tal.

But an Israeli reporter
from the newspaper
Hadashot said he saw
one of the terrorists, ap-

parently unharmed,
being led away in hand-
cuffs by two plain-

Las Vegas Israelite

clothes Israeli security
men. The reporter is
widely reported to have
a photograph of the man
but Israeli censors have
banned its publication.
According to media
reports, the photograph
shows a man identified
by friends and relatives
as Majdi Abu Jama, 18,
of Bein Shuheila village
in the Gaza Strip, one of
four men who hijacked
the Egged bus. The four
terrorists were all buried

on April 15 under army
supervision.

The army has main-
tained that this is a case
of mistaken identity.
According to the official
version, a bus passenger

initially mistaken for one
of the hijackers, was
held in custody for a

while but released after
he established his iden-
tity as a Jew travelling
on the bus from Tel Aviv
to Ashkelon.

Signs Of Improvement In
Egyptian-Soviet Relations

WASH. (WNS)
Signs of improvement
in Egyptian-Soviet
relations, strained for

them soon.
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more than a decade, are
emerging with the an-
nouncement that the
two countries have
agreed in principle to
exchange Ambassa-
dors after a three year
break.

Foreian Minister
Kamal Hassan Ali of
Egypt was reported by
Egypt's official news
agency as saying in
Khartoum, Sudan, “The
principle of exchanging
Ambassadors is agreed
on. It is likely that Am-
bassadors may be
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Friday, May 11, 1984

Rabin Outlines Plans For
IDF Withdrawal From Lebanon

TEL AVIV (WNS) —
Former Premier Yitzhak
Rabin has outlined a
plan by which, he says,
the ‘Israel Defense
Force could be with-
drawn completely from
Lebanon in 3-6 months.
He was sharply critical
of the government for
“wasting” a year ne-
gotiating its pact with

the government of
President Amin
Gemayel of Lebanon
when it should have
concentrated on
building up the south
Lebanon army.

According to Rabin,
the May 17, 1983, with-
drawal security agree-
which the Ge-

ment
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exchanged in the fu-
ture without affecting

Egypt's special rela-
tions with Washing-
ton.
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mayel government
has sinceé repudiated
was “‘a piece of paper
lacking in any practical
meaning from its incep-
tion.”

In a radio ‘interview,
Rabin, a former Chief of
Staff and a member of
the Labor Party leader-
ship in the upcoming
election campaign, said

the IDF could be
replaced by a
strengthened south

Lebanon -army which
would be responsible
for the security of
Israel's northern bor
ders.

He proposed that the
United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) replace the
IDF in the Lebanese
port city of Sidon and
serve as a buffer be:
tween Israel and Syria.
The IDF should be used
to “win wars quickly,
not to try to impose
political solutions,”
Rabin declared, an ap-
parent criticism of the
war aims of the Likud

government when
Israel invaded Lebanon
inJune, 1982,

Instead of building
up the south Lebanon
army, the government
wasted a year on a
“practically meaning
less pact with
Beirut..We lost a full
year because the
government policy was
locked into the
agreement...If we had
used the year to en
courage the residents
of south Lebanon to co-
operate with us, we
would be in a far better
position today."
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