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House Committee Acts To Bar U.S. Contacts With PLO, Arms Sales To
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dress by declaring that ‘‘Israel is not the cause of
war in the Middle East, in spite of all the
mythology to the contrary...| had never heard
before | went to the UN the theory that Israel was
the only obstacle to peace and well-being in the
Middle East..."”

President Gemayel, in his weakness and
dishonesty, had on several occasions blamed
Israel for the Phalangist massacres perpetrated
at the Sabra and Shatila camps. Herein, in part,
lies the current tragedy of Lebanon; also of his
lack of understanding of the role the Druze and
the other elements there must play in a
democratic Government. Moreover, the U.S.
must take some blame for the current state of af-
fairs. Much of the tragedy might have been
avoided had the Administration not put road-
blocks against Israel's 1982 ‘Peace for Galilee'
campaign which prevented the Israelis from
completing the ouster of the PLO and the
Syrians from Lebanon.
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Las Vegas Israelite

ground-to-air antiair-
craft missiles and other

weapons. Bul the
committee's  amend-
ment would prohibit

such sales “unless the
President has certified
to the Congress that
Jordan is publicly
committed to the
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recognition of Israel
and to prompt entry in-
to direcl peace negotia-
tions  with Israel."

Hussein has so far
refused to enter into
direct talks.

The admendment on
the PLO is reportedly
intended to bar the
Administration from
circumventing a 1975
agreement with Israel

that the U.S. will not
recognize or negotiate
with the PLO wuntil it
recognizes Israel’s

right to exist. The
amendment stated that
the U.S. “hereby reaf-
firms this policy.” It
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adds: “In accordance
with that policy, no of-
ificer or employee of the
United States govern-
ment and no agent or
other individual acting
on behalf of the United
States government
shall negotiate with the
Palestine Liberation
Organization or any
representative there-
of."

Before the subcom-
mittee’s actions can
become law, they have
to be approved by the
full House, reconciled

with the Senate's ver-

sion of the foreign aid
bill and signed by the
President.
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