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BEGIN GOVERNMENT DEFENDS POLICIES
(Continued from Page 1)

urged all Knesset factions tounite - justas they
were united behind the ‘“Peace for Galilee"
operation a year ago -- so that ‘‘our boys can
return home,"” He said it was undesirable to
create the impression that there is a wide gap
on this issue, The Israeli leader maintained
that no one in Israel was hurt more by the
casualties than he himself,

Begin's defense of government policy came
amid the continuing diplomatic impasse in the
U.S, efforts to seek a Syrian withdrawal of its
forces from Lebanon in order for the Israel-
ILebanon agreement calling for the simultaneous
withdrawal of Israeli and Syrian forces, to be-
come operational, Furthermore, there were
continued attacks by the Syrian leaders on the
U.S, mediated accord,

Syria's Ambassador to France, Yusuf Chakur
warned in Paris that a new Middle East war was
““imminent'’ and accused the U.S, and Israel of
““plotting’® an attack on Syria, According to
Chakur, who echoed President Hafez Assad of
Syria, the Israeli - [.ebanese agreement jeo-
pardized Syria’s basic security and makes [.e-
banon a ““puppet*’ of I1srael and the U,S,

Special U,S, envoy Phlip Habib returned to
Washington apparently failing to make progress
in convincing moderate Arab states friendly to the
U,S. to persuade Syria tocooperate and withdraw
from Lebanon, Habib met with leaders in Jeru-
salem and several Arab states, But he was not
welcomed in Damascus where he was, in effect,
declared persona non grata for alleged pro-
Israel bias,

Begin, meanwhile, faced stiff opposirion from
the Labor Alignment, In its first major policy
action since the war in [ ebanon beganon June 6,
1982, the cenrtral committee of the Labor Party
and members of its Knesser faction vored unani-
mously to demand the withdrawal of Israeli forces
from the Shouf mountains and the Beirut areas,
and the withdrawal of all Israel forces froml.e-
banon ““within twd or three months,”

[Labor Party spokesmen stressed that [srael
should take unilateral action to avoid further
casualties, taking into consideration only its own
security and defense needs and not the welfare
of Lebanon itself or rhe immediate strategic
interests of the U.,S, in the Mideast, The Israeli
moves should be undertaken even if the Syrians
did not agree to withdraw from lebanon,

The T.abor resolution said that the multi-
narional faorce should move into the Shouf and
Beirut areas to replace the Israeli army in the
firsr and immediate stage, and the [_ebanese army
and Maj, Saad Haddad's forces should replace
Israeli troops in the second stage, withthe multi-
national  forces ensuring the safety of Pales-
tinians in the camps near Tyre and Sidon,

At the same time, 1sraeli Defense Minister
Moshe Arens warned that if Syria chooses to wage
a war of attrition in Lebanon, ‘‘Israel will not
reply in kind but will choose the time and the
most appropriate manner in which to respond,"
Arens, in Paris, the guest of French Defense
Minister Charles Henru ro attend the Paris air
show at [.e Bourget, indicared however that Is-
rael would wait only a metter of weeks befare It
takes the next step if Syria continues to reject
the lsrael - [ ehanese accord, ‘'No useful pur-
pose can be served hy giving time ultimatums®’
but it is a question of weeks,” Arens said,

He also made clear that before raking any
steps in I_ebanon, israel would call for urgent
consultations with the Unired States and [.ebanon
as provided in the accord, The ‘“Agreement is
a valid document and we want Syria to comply
and atart withdrawing irs forces,” Accordingto
Arens, Israel does not consider a new war in
Lebanon “inevitable’ and ‘‘will do its best to
avoid a confrontation with Syria,”" But should
war hreak out, “‘The Israeli army is ready for
any eventuality,” he said,
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THOUSANDS RALLY FOR
SOVIET JEWRY

NEW YORK (WNS)
-= With Jewish emi=
gration from the So-
viet Union having de-
clined to the lowest
level in three years
and with a marked
increase in Soviet
government harass-
ment and intimida-
tion of Soviet Jews,
ten of thousands of
persons rallied in
Hammarsk jold
Plaza across from
the Unired Nationsto
demonstrate support

and solidarity with
Sovier Jewry,
Under overcast

skies, they gathered
for the 12th annual
Solidariry Sunday for
Soviet Jewry rally
and heard govern-
ment officials and
other local digni=
taries stress  the
need for continued
vigilence and action
to secure the re-
lease of Soviet Jewish
activisrs such as
Anatoly Shcharansky
and Yosif Begun, The
rally, said to be rhe
largest human rights
demonstration in the
world, drew an esri-

mated crowd of
180,000 this year,
As in past vears,
the t'.1||f." across from
the UN was  pre-
ceded by a march
down Fifth Avenue,

President Reagan,
in a message to the

gathering, said:
*You have shownbe-
yond any shadow
of a doubt that So-
vier Jews enjoy
widespread grass-

roots support in this
COUNtTY....] promise
you rhat this Ad-
ministration will
continue to work with
you and use every
means at it8  dis-
posal to bring about
our common goal:
liberty and religious
freedom for Soviet
Jews,"'

Dr, Seymour [ ach-
man, chairman of the
Greater New York
Conference on Soviet

Jewry, organizers
of the annual rally,
said: During all of

1982, only 2,688 Jews
were allowed toleave
the Soviet Union,
During the firstfive
months of 1983, the
numbers have been
even more shocking:
only 484 Jews have
bean permitred to
leave, The enarmiry
of the crisis facing
Soviet Jewry be-
comes clear if  you
compare
cent figures with rhe
emigrarion figures
for 1979, when more
than 30,000 Jews left
the Soviet Union,"
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